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PREPACE

Hany paople of ny scqueintance shun sabire. They fesl that it
may be understandable, bub that it is bound to be oubbing, offensive

and stesped in thet which they ao bate even in the besh of friendaes
ynioium, Forhaps I waw of this school when I fivat chanced wpon |

Father Malachy's Yiraclo. That was in 1933, My o conversion sure

prised we. I liked this wxtravagant favce, It was warm, Sendery yel
it wes merciless lrony. Forthermore, the sharp thrusts of seedlike

fsa%im so adepbly plantad in the turned soll of my mind blosvomed oud
%ma a pleasand world of thought, Thus 1t was that Pruce Mavrshell |
gaﬁmaiiam me and challe

1ged me on to the heights in the land of the |
zsa&izﬂim His obher well koows booke came Inbo uy geasp. I read then
%all‘ A thenoe stquaintance deepened inte friendship that fasth &acamﬁ
%Lmimﬁm I wanted to know more of Brute Barshallp to understand his
%ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁi e interprat his attitude toward his falth; to learn of his
i}am& life, the reasons for his conversion, the background sgainst
%mzm he wrobes. Above all I wanted to follow the life line of his
thoughts to agres and dissgree with him,

The gates of every channsl that would open wider my knowledge
of thism dark, sniling, shavpefeatured Scotaman were far flung with
an sager hand, Thus I am finally able to offer in this thesls the

i




the resulta of my study of some of Hrues Marshall's published novels
in the 1ight of modern satires |

| ACKNONIEDOEMENT S, » For his five years of devoted and uwnfale
Yering guidance along the path toward a true appreciation of good
iterature I owe a real debt of gratibude to Reverend John Hogyw
‘boer, Cx8:0: T am grateful bo Father alse for his helpful sugges- .
thons in the compiling and editing of this thesis, To Sister Tileen

i
§
h

g library service |

Hary, 8.HMe; I am greatly indebled for painsbakir
that was both thovough and prompt. To Mothey Mary Joan, ny Proe
vinelal Superdor, to Heter Mavy Q&i@i&i High School Supervigor,
and to the devobed Facully of the ﬁr;ﬁ;%éxési*by of Portland I owe many
sincere thenks for the opportunities offered and the pleasurable

profit derived fvem my greduste studless
Bister Gevard Mary, S.HN.

Fuly, 1949




CHAFTER I
INTRODUCTORY EVALUATION

Upon looking into Bruce Marshall's novels we find surselves
face to face with a sardonic-on~the-surface yeot tender-underneath
| portrait of a section of Catholie life, This portrait has many
tones and shadows whose value we, ag inexperlenced craftemen, hesiw
| tate to give full inberpretation. We need experienced oritics who
| will sompel the eye to stop and the ear to hear, rwiw will foous for
us color and form, who will guide us toward the pletorially signifis
cant. Drawing upon such eritic guides from the American literary |
world we find that we have many who have been most generous and most
just in their estimate of Bruce Marshall's literary worth.

Purning back the pages of the New York Times to 1931 when

Mr. Marshall made his first great success in Father HMalachy's Miracle

L we finds
Bven Chesterton, whose wit was rather more bril«
1liant than Marshall's, fell somewhat short eof
Marshall's clsrity and tolerance.l

Richard Sullivan, writing for the same paper more than a

decade later, says of Mr, Marshall:

I New York Times, "Fatber Malachy's Miracle,® June 7, 1931. p. 7.




ﬁsﬁfn@ Havehall writes with such ﬁasg snd %@%&gmﬁ?
warnblwelile prosa 48 abt onoe dult wnd apparently
: pffortinenwwihat the Lagorbmen of hia nelter L»

| sonetimes sluost Bidden belind the plegsant whine
| . woy of the wards

In the saue vein Latheving Mregy, wells-hnowm oubthor and Jete
%m*atg wridon, recopnising me Yhdabry in
& * & Bruce Hapshsdlts vharasterlutic Blending of
poalion and Sanbasy, of seneuality and wystlclen,
Cin u vhythede peose wivdch hasbere vpon the senoyy
and the wastlony ke postey,? l
Miee Dregy, horeslf a convert, pomddbly noltos the apsticien revesled

Tite work fros thé epiloghesrd of her own swekened (athollw

in Hapsh
ohase _ _
e yoad In the s« berary 8
m«:& m %”aﬁiii%%‘} éjs m&a&m@ fﬁﬁ w to whoh *&m@%‘

pandal and spleltogl srocsanss S0 o sord of

slow moblon closms fim whiehs o b nobhdoge
Ho naltes no ﬁ%@%@& to win avmpathyy to cvente !
ﬁwggm, he. ﬁgﬁﬁ% Lo ghow up & gﬁn@ of charsebors
Ubhare, 0o, have telen keon satisfachion in By Hershallte
faodlity and penelration n veading shovactse sof analyuisy Sypot ’
 Josuph Neflordey, roview apitde for The Dthelds Wordd v

* That

B, Bowshindd de by tumns %@aﬁ‘iy ghary, aviable,
yuthleos, tlsrant. gia vhehd g&&ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ% r&ﬁgﬁ
| widesvanging spapathles snd ohiBI0dly Bghlighd
e pesildaritles of Hffereont Yypess « + « U8

3, Miatbropenoyphic Blgew,* Nloherd Sallivan, 5235,

% ';g&lzw Tapsrs for Perde,” Babhevine Brogy, 20153, |
: B i

‘ fﬂ'%{;
Pl at, "Pravey for the Idving,” dareh 22,




sontrashe the lovable wosknsasses of 1lttls psople
with the crust of egobtdsm thalt hildes the humaulby
of the wpper olagses: he turns from the drawing
of & penorable "pomic® to sketch an sszpissaae
gpiritually moving and 4lleninatings

|Father MeSorley further adds in point of sdmizations

Readers faniliar with fathelic beaching snd cus~

tomg will get much joy and no little fun from his

pagess mham will beocone aware~-poasibls with
anazanen e 2% incomparably drangtic gualiby
| of Qaﬁhélm*sm

- Bruve Marshell sess the need of faith in a materialistio |
(worlds Duphasis on this lack E}:ﬁ“ faith runs a dark thread of worry
%hrmgh the comparabively Yightwbonsd Titerary pattern, Christopher
?é@fléy,: nevelist and sssayist as %3;3.' as contributing editor of the

] : terature unbil lf’z’fél, catohos the spirdt of this
| deep religlous fasling, in sbating that , |

* % » the reader begins to ses that wndey froliew
gsoma and even ribald ehavade theve ig deep fesling,
The kingdom of heaven is abtalned by vivlenve, even
the violence of humor,’

Putting similar stvess on the same opinien in The Avlantie |
a truly relisble source, Hdward Wesks affivmes
The greater the fear and uneertainty the greater |
the need for falith, That is why; desplic ouwr
ghell of skeptlcionm, men everywhere ave ligbtening
for the note of affirwetion. I have never net
Briace Marshall bub I think I should enjoy dedng
#0, I read him bto be o fearless Seot with a
- trindty of virtues which would make hin distinguiebed
| “Gatholie fiorld, “The World, the Flegh, and Pather Suith,"
T (Augy, 1945) _
; » "The World, the Flosh, snd Father
| “C??Eis%ap ot Tor] eyg Jui{y, 1@4:&




in any modeyn compeny of novelista he writes
with an opon hoard, a salty wodepebanding of

Tral 1y, and with the most delightful lmpers

't @i‘bﬁ * & &3 v

A@mg@g of the same, The Saturday Raa

of Iiterature ob~
sOrVest , _
* ¥ ¥ theve 1s warmth and beavty and good humor
A My Biarsﬁallf% faé.ﬁh as woll as wit dn its
é@ferzﬁeﬁ
For those who fol that Mr. Eafazxghall garries his sative
beyond the rsam of the m’wmmm? the sonventdlonal we quobte

Bugene P, Willg ;ngg ediboy af Boab 1&%@13‘@?‘;&;

Probabily + « « Yarshall may be ﬁtvfang nead ?mt
yot adults should bedome scquainted with one
who panks with Hvelyn Waugh in sbyle and, to my
mind, above hin in interest.ld

Agadn we guotes

tarionbure Lo inevitably given do sxaggerabion,
Satire, reusonably enough, is onesided, By and
large, Mr, Marshall doss mﬂ‘x overetep leglinate
boundsy and, although there ig another side o
the things he dedovibes, his ploburesy so far az
they gop are stwffizzmntiy true bo life, He gpeaks
By 8 proghet ebriving Lo pub the feay of God Ante
hardened hesrbe, nod praaemiz’xg faots as a scholay
would, ﬁﬁ? baloneing wvldence in the temper of a

Judge. _ |
Cubhbert Welght &i@?ﬁéﬁﬁ& his attibude toward Marshall's

satire even mors aafmm%}:yz

#The World; the Flesh and K Lh&x* %ith, * B
(éaly} &9453 |
Carnby e ¢

b o b The £ _r?-,_:iigﬁﬁrenmsfréim
inllers, "Iallw ii'apem i‘m* Paﬁaﬁ Tugens P. Willging, &

? ‘ 15’ l?éé‘}) e BEa Y i 4 L5
**.{fallcmr Tapeyrs for Aﬁi”:{iﬁv, Joseph ¥oBorley, 1643




Theve 1o 2 rave type of Gatholis wyiber vhose
fords i to polte fun 26 the fulllies ond shovte
sondage petuliar bo those of Mz owm mmam
of fatth. Huysnans lnsugurated thal sopd of
thing in owy bimoy obher exanplios are e arche
anemy snd soipntrioty Ieon Bloyy end e late
Proderior Rold -@'ﬁwm tha i*‘ézgﬁigh ninetdes,
Thoss wen wove Wity and savegy and deveblate
dng, b Yhe g@lﬁi@ﬁ 18 of bumoy wag whbnown
to them, Hv, Narshall 16 o husorlat, end his
?@Qﬁ'ﬁi@? gort of butor « » = Wight ﬁ@ definad
as o qualiby altdn bo the Cheistianlty whink
haten the shn, but doos not hate the slonor, s

Of all Marshell's worke bio thwes bouks Fgbher Halachy

for Faris have besn by far the noet suconspful. Opitles, in

genoral, oebinabs thum highdye. It boo beon podubed oub well of
:  Modachyts Mipgols, publighed fn 1931 and o Book of the
Homth Chub gelaction for that yesr, thab

4% Lo an swsonlielly Cathellc bodk, literally
stespod and bathed is hoogst ﬁﬁeﬁ}%‘%m@&%@iﬁﬁg
% e slno & worle of avk, which saunot be ssid
for avery avthendieally i%ﬁhé?élﬂi% mml

Baforeing also to this partlonlay novel aﬁzl%t% Mozander,
nglvtadng thad E%"%lﬁi% Bopghnll hoaw heve widben Yone of the

vewdent vioves of sablivs So revent yoare®, and Yheb shovld be
fredbe no othoy this novel alone %eould sabidle blwm to o bigh place

A fop %@aﬁ& thy Flesh, and Mather Seith, hotoved likee
whae ag o Dook of the Sonth Club selestdon for 1943, 4% hes




been proclalmed the "best novel of Cotholie clerical 1ife to have
appeered since the days of Conon Shechan", 15

Jogeph ;%ic;fﬁs@ﬁay ageertains that, faintly suggestive of ¥y New
Cupate and other navratives about Catholic priests, "t will be
ranked fivet in its class by pany a di.séziminatiﬂgg oritiet, 16

Though somewhat less {avorably received than its two prede-

for Paris has many ardent proponents, Vir-
gilia Peberson, fop @aég sayss |

o @ o 458 woral sonception thruste like a spoar

in'é@% the lazy spleit to drive 1t a 1btle é“ar%hrr

along tha taagh road of the truth,d7?

The novel :c*er:eaivea ¥nis ‘%;ribnﬁss'ffmﬁ the ﬁ':sw Eﬂ:}rﬁktﬁm

out of the confuslon, religlous compulslon, selfe
interest, loyalty, cynieism and good humor of

thase tm&mp@rﬁanu Frenchmen Mr, Marghall makes a

warn a3 lovely mﬁrel? writben with a vnlque obme

bmatmﬂ of wit and intelllgent Catholle pi@ty 1?
Agreeing with these and other contempovery 6&"‘3.%1335 I believe
that dn weiting "with fingers that sbtrip of the shell of frultful
put- to chow the delicious cove'™? Nr, Marshall has joined the vanks
of modern sabirists as one whese vigor and keennesy in contemporary

compent and whose inslght into the dilemwa of modern affairs hag

15% Componweal, V4 New Scoteh Curate,” Ddward Skillin, Jra, 423 315,

16, Cabh ¥

d, "The VWorld, The Flesh, and Father Smith," Joseph
cSorley, lol: 438, (ﬁﬁlgg, 1945)

17 ’?Saw Yez'k ‘Eiamﬂc% 2@@?:};«1: ?Bac&a Review 4 Faith Oublasting Moral
Tragh, da Petersc 3s (Sept, 1, 1946)

18, §;ew Eerker '*Yael} o Tapers for Pzzris,*’ 22 ?8; Septenber, 1946,
19. Begt Bellera, "The World, the Flesh, and Fabher Smith," E%@ne
P, WIlging, 5t Ghe (July 1, 1945)




proven and will prove invalusble, In my analysis I have chosen as
represéntative of the finest snd most sffective examples of Mr. Mar~

shall's work his three novels: Father Malschy's Miracley The World,

the Flesh, snd Fathor Smiths and Yellow Tapers for Paris.

B



CHAPTER JT
QUALIFICATIONS OF A GOOD SATIRIST

A watiyiet has voll been defined as a orose between a preache

g7 and o ‘Wit*

Tike the proacher, the satiriet aims to veform
a sinful and careless generabiony bub o
aﬁﬁifws thig end,; he adepts the methods of the
Wity

In his wer ageingt evils that affect sovieby, he finds the weapon of
wib to be the mest powerful of ell tools. ZLashing out with it dn
roguish fashion apaingt the follies and vices of wen and insbitue
tions, he disousses tho object of his thruste in such a way as to
vender them subbly vidiculous. He is witty ab the expense of the
porgon or thing he wlshes-or pretends to wish abolished,

Alvhough o accomplish his purposs the selirist berrows his
weapong from the humordsby he mush not eonfuse the avrew with the
bargets

Humour is of an age, sative of all agess humouy
is of one g&r&m&i&r vivilisation, asatirve of agll
counbries,
The scope of sabive is then far wider than that of humour, Sabive
13 born te soovrge and Lo Judge the ever wagurrent and persistent

vices and folllas of humen belngs ag suchs

> Hople " "Yth Cap and Dells,” Benjamin Mesee, Suday 1412
177 ¢ 1935
2u Kmﬁ R@E&lﬁi@ Bgsays in Sabive. Iondens Sheed and Ward, 1929,




And for anybody who has the hunillty to realize |
that it is aimed ab him, and not merely at his |
neighbors, sabire has an intensely remedial ef- !
fachy it pm@ifies the splritunl system of man
| as nothing that is human can possibly do,d

Contrary te the role of humour; then, sative plays the part of an ex

Ed

| cellent diseiplingrian for the one gatirizedj whether it is such for

| the satirist or not is & thing mush open to question.
i , |
i The literary manner of the satirist blende a sriticsl attitudé

| ta hunour or wit to the end thuat human iastitubions ey e impreved.

'

Kis aim is hot so much to tear down as it ig %o inspire remodeling,

If the oribic simply sbuses he is writing invectives
if he is personal and splenetic he is writing sars
casmg 4f he ie sad or morvse over the state of

| sscia‘sy he 18 writing ivony or mere gloom.l

In order thht his messige ring trus the sabivist must direct his

i

| satire at someone who possesses a quality, but his interest should

lis not in the person but in the pz*ineiplsg Belimliug men and

' avents, he aimg m expzsae waakneas and : 13 avmken the strong diagasta‘

l
1

| ’qhat mark the beglonings of good taste. ~ Horacs laid bare the ;fﬂibl’&?

of men falling in love; Pope wmté his mock heroic epde The Repe of mf
| bhe Logk abawb tauahimsa An aristocratic families; Swift, in Gulliﬁ

yer'!s Travels, deals with examples of man's egoism. These are petby|

but universal thingss the themes of ordinary life. _
Whether satire is good or not depends ultimately upon how the .
satirist uses his lash and employe his wib, He is sometimes Justly

(Wm* — - ' | |
Thrall and ﬁ;mbﬁx‘ﬁ, A Hazxéboak o Li%erataz*e. New Tork: Double=
Elay, Doran and Gampany, i =30’




' nothing to do with malicious censure, He further maintalng that a

. and hate, What lupels him to write is not less his hatred of wrong

e

accused of irﬂ*ﬁy and ridicule of a nature that sntagonires the very
persen he ig seeking to persusde, This agtagsﬁism 4a the result of I
garcasn divected b people rather thaiz at the foolishness of peoples
Tt s invective that shares only contempt, and g never softened by
laughter. = Good sabire keeps a certaln measure, is used only on
sultable objects, and is only unged when needad. Hovace polnts be
this well in his theory of satlre. He claims that the main business

of satire i® to attack those who deserve it; that it should have !

trus s&ﬁier*:s.-sﬁ is no threat to & communityy he is not a dangerous
creature with hay on his horng. Thus he inglsbs on the nesd for ]
genial raillery and a spirit of good humour prevailing through all. i
This treatment he distinguishes from that of the mere buffoon who
wag "wonb bto indulge in unmeasured snd ungeasonable laughter at the
expenge of friend and foe alike."B |
Tn addition, the clever sabirvisi presupposes that the error
sttacked is & dengerous vbgession of only & small part of the come

monwaalth, Hia *&aﬁkiiﬁ to gee that the vise is checked bafore it

widens its influence. In 8o doing his variety of tone must employ
|

all ne£es with wige harmony. In dus proportion he must both love

and injusbice than his love of that which is just, Carefully he

nakes the age old Alstinction between the sinner and the sin, Like

B REKINs, JoW., Literary Criticisn in Antiguity. Vol. IL. Cam~

bridge University Press, 1934 P« O




wige in dve proporblon, he mush move from grave to gay, seeking to
affect the minds of men not less by the congruities of virtue than
by the ineongroities of viess As laughber dispels care by poinbing
aut the absurd; so 1t atbacks wickedness by gravely and deliberately
yobling 1t of its prebonsions.

oncentration is one of the first nucessitios for drening
malice oub of mative, Ivony i&s&g ites offest when long drawm oub |
and when long sustalned ’aeeﬁm;%ss uwnbeayable. Brevity and torseness n
give point to gsativieal a%ﬁaeksg These do nob ask that we take dew
1ight in another's digeomfivure, If the satirist overghoots hie
meark hig veaders will begin Lo sympathize with the viebim, Sabirve
in that case no longer Ygerves to make an obligue comment on an obw

vious svil,"6

Oldver Wendell Helmes has said, "o you know that you feel a |
Htble superior Yo svery man who makes you laugh, whether by making :
faces op verses? JArvs you aware that you have a pleasant sense of ;
patronizing him?"?  Arlstotle had the seme ides when he wrobe thab :
comedy imitated wen who weve a little worse than the average. ﬁuch :
is the triumphant langh of pure superiovity, One of the surest ’
marks of & sableist is ths same alv of swperlority to theb whieh he
| g &ﬁ%ﬁﬁkﬁ«ﬂfi@_ Hig attituds doss not admit of the sarnestness of t‘he§

refornery or of the vielence of the denunsistor, or even of the

- &, Gaith, OStephenson, (rafb of the Critic. New York: Crowsll Come
. opanys 293k, Py 5% ‘
%« Buck, Philo M., ldberary Criticism. WNew Yorks Wavper Brothers,
D930, pe R

i
i
{
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geriousness of the tyus oritles MWs tone iz that of mockerys the
mild contempt of the wan who is above such wnbowardness.
If, however, the satirist shows too much eonfidence in his
own righlteousness, we wonder how he can be sures He may be ﬁt‘f.ﬁﬂ
covering defents in obthers veally in hingedf or sabtirising absence
of tralts he himeelf vegrebts, In order that sadive doeg not becane
e end in itself he must have standards or touchsbones, Whoever
relies on & superior attibude alone rung the inevitable risk of the
performer who is forgoblen ag soon as the show is over. He becomes

the affected lody who pubs on a false refing-

meant and lisps and clipe all her words and

faneise that natural nblerance ig a sign of

rusbic upbringing.S
Only when satire abtains %o the genwine and rings with sincerity
will 14 endure.

The infimities szposed in satire should be wore than physi-

pals Bitter sabire like Juvensl's has gone so for as to thrust at
pargonal appearance. Pope explolbs all mehmer of delinguenciesy

and 4o his refined speech drives mercilessly with refined cruelbys

When Pope forgebs to sbing, hé cabches the more sllwencompassing abe
titude of the sabiviet who mingles "the swest of hig good manners
Wwith wseful of his advice to a wayward generetion,"® The bitter

laungh flung 2 1ittle too far and boo wide 16 wmore noticeable in

dio Vordd, "The ﬁi‘bﬁar Horb of 86, deromo,™ Laurence W
Dy Eliﬁkg F.’!ﬂ-lﬁ m.,;, Jl";s; Qﬁs gp-&% Pe 39?#




is or Bidfby
Iy dncponge Lt sheppnese sabive agsunen dAEfe

punt Pops.

1bs mosb common wodivw 1o the essay, lese Droguently 1% 4s prone Yo
garl teeld in dvams or vorge. To pugar coab the plll 1% sweblnes
adopte the fantestie and wndy graduslly shows 1bs teelhs Thus
| wonch acclely wdey gulae of &
poinards the Libtlenese of sightounth
contury Togland wodey gulse of dwarfs, OBLLL less freguently is
subiye found fn pomady, slihongh Avistophenos sduite of an upusosl
eid of patdee 44 boo olose bo Wiumphend laughber

fusey plants whopean b

amowtbs  The epl:

Yo porndt comedy Yo be all salliye, A

Tho saidviet nover sewne Yo sppuer socddentally on the some.
drfatopbones dled da 380 B.0x when the glory that was Oreece had ale
goovind decadent Hong, Shelbon and Rebow
lala Jlved hetwom tev workds ob the ond of the Wddle Agesy The
Pirss Semmol Datler cuwmo afber he Poritens vho were bent on naking
of Wde enrth & belds Thw oot hamptdile wennere of
the elghtemth senbory goadnd on D¥gden, Popo, Bellt and Volbalrws
Lowd Byron ™ot his nad woy awross Buwrops only aftuy the
of Ronanticlen aud the netdonal headoohes that followe :
Bovedutdon, ™0 Tn a3l %émﬁs insbavees the genvesl tone of pulbure

roady beoome dhme  Jovenwl

tdon and oot

wag love & depenevabe goclety cdils Dorth sabirists, whese wission
sopus bo be Lo purge oub ovll and corvupblone The alerd sativied fs

mre of bls oppordunity and oubs bo work Yhe worthy device of

CTOPIE, ek Cap and Belley ™ pu 179. (Hayy 1995)
- &




satire, As long as men will note the foibles and deficlencies of |
the times in which they live mnd contrest these with their own
ideals there will arise the discriminsting laughbter of their ocon-
bempts ~ SATIRE.




CHAPTER III

THE CHURCH'S NEED POR SATIRISTS

No one who has eyes to ses can be blind te the faet that we

‘ Live in one of the great critical times of histéz*yé That thers is a
epying nesd si‘mf genuine Catholie literature to sustein the falthiul
in such a crighe is wndeniable. That theve ave those iu Catholie
ranks who have come forward to meeh this need is likewise undeniable,
Both the need and the evils of the bimes have offered a particularly
tempting shallenge and an enviables opporbunliy to the pen of the |
pativriab,

Foremogh awong the exponents of sebire in Catholle ranks
during the last degade are Evelyn Waugh, Bruce Marshall, D. B, VWynde
ham Iewls jami J¢ By ¥ovbon, The two avch s&%ﬁ.ﬁe@t& in the group ave
velyn Waugh and Bruce Marshall, Waugh has a flaiv ;fér depicting
the shallowness and inanity of owr .tim@ag while Marshall seews moius
1y interested in religious foibles, These two latholic satirisis

on the offensive have not failed to veglster many & bwllts eye. The
Feneiﬂg weapon that Volbtaire and thousands of lesser Voltaives have
msed has changed hands, The laugh s on the beretic, Hver since
the Reformation the Chwrch has been on the defensive, For two hunw
dred years every effort was made to minimize her influences, She
was forced Lo turn her thoughbs to survival, Aboub the ime of the

relen of Ieo XTI the slege was over in the main lines. In litera-
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ture it was natwral for Catholles to turn to sabtirs, a remarkably
|good weapon of assaulbs In the footsbeps of Chesberton and Ballocy
who were the fivet to ses 1%s possibilitles, came Waugh and his

gchools The sabive of this grow has besn effective chiefly beeause

theirs 18 an unshifting standard of twulh and morality., Thelr
satirve has been Catholic because, though unlabeled, its basis hag
always been comaon senses, Ib 18 sative that has had at heart publis
integrl by in the elly and in the natdon. True, it 18 nobt wrlibten in
the Plaaéaﬁtg» good natured vein of a sort designed bo amuse rather
than to set men bthinking. Waugh's work 1¢ pure bragedy; 1% 18 rae
vollings 4% is horribley bub in the manner of modern 1ife it i reals
Theve &8 no skelebon left lurking 1n the closet. MNavshall is deemed

ivreverent, Pharisalc pletisn will refuse to ses the trus orthodoxy

and the basle reverense lmplieit in the handling of the two clergy»
'lman, the mostw-High Church Weavry Wllie and the skeptical Tirved Tim,
one will sssay to deny bhalt silher of the two men bas neglechbed the
posglbllitles of gabiric axg;rasgian dn the Gatholie cauvse,

The Church has dive need for satirists such ag these. Ve
have pleuty to say. Those who say it must possess that lmpersonal
hatred which i & noble and & rare gift of lod o man, Righteous
indignabtion must not cease to exist, for in 1ts place will come &
deadly tolerance and indifference tu crimes agsinst 1&.&% and pyroe
perbys Thers is an fiﬁlgmr%,an% mﬁnérif;y population that will give
satize a propey welcome and itégen@ma& gupport, Wider agceptance

of the work of Catholios in sabire will make ths efforts of gabirvists




even more sffective.
Adding to the ruuber and guelity of the satires
produced will increase the force of the counter
abback sgaingt the little, the very little, tin
goda of ihilnsaphy and saieneé, sducation and |
socletys
In ages past argusment could be used to good effect agsinst dootrie
nel ervors, and emotional appewl as & support against moral deudy.
Today because of an unbelief that denies the very existence of such
alms and concepts we do well nob to attempt argument. Rather we nse§
& material common to all +» daily 1ife in the modern world; by conw
structive ridicule we expose the fundamental weaknesses and the
%falss position of this life. A Jest becomes the most caustic of ree
bukes. ‘ ' 3 ‘ :
Pew men understand that sabire can be harnessed like electris
olty and converted 'im;é' & powerful intaiiaetnai and moral force.
That such wit can be ‘»bﬁzisfeme& into ﬁéli’ﬁi@a;l power is ;:z#gven by -
what James Eﬁgséll-mgﬁll accomplished in the Bigelow Papers, writing
in Yankes di&iaab; By f@ferz‘ing to &4 certain low brow politician ss
"*Jahn P. Robluson he', indiaatirxg his inferior nenbality, he literal
ly drove him out of political 1ife, A menacing blade, sabtire can |

puncture pratentiousness and awaken feaz*,: yes, oeven in leglslative

bodisss As Ronald Knox has so apt,ly sa:tdx f

; . The tyrant may arm himself in tri;:le mail, may
1 gurround himself with bodyguards, may sow his ,
© kingdom with & hedge of spies so that free 3
; speech 18 crushed and criticism muzzled, « 4 |

I Rusrics, "Catholic Letters Waste a Wespon," C.J, Msguire, 68: 18,
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i edms®e  Tawtly, the waterisl with which the noders sabirled desls

this parbionler group of Wi‘%ﬁ?ﬂ; Heuy sre wont be dieregerd thes

tenos sy & fecbor in 1ife, Wt Yo expose the perwsrsion In its

is

One thing bhers is that he #%i1l1) Feurs: ome
anxiety sbill blds bin burn this way and thet
to soen the f&aﬁa of hiw alm@ess; &a iz afraid
of lﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁhﬁ%ﬁ‘ﬂ

¥ splbe of bubh the £lsld snd the nesd for the satlrist we

find thet there 1y a grent leck of apprecintion for the efforts of

-ﬁﬁ%i?ﬁl? and thersupon forfeld the ald whish those nen wen give bes
yond mepsures Thia neniest alght bo atbriduted Lo sevorsl aungen

Plrat of all, thes sabirist is treditionsdly epen o gugplolon just .
baoauge he iy & sublirist end ladle to indlssrininetioh in dhe uew

af iﬁﬁaﬁ;ﬁ% 3%&3&1?; e hae ne appesl for an emobional snd Bans
tigentnl publie. His must be a dlsoriniveting resding publie, In

goneral, uo sush Catholis reading public pan be founds 80 novy of

ouy Oatholis resders sre wash glven to greetisg with snthusingy

worthloss prinbted metler bsoeuss they dissern in 1% "good Osthelie |

way be objeationsble in Ltself Lo somes Hub this wnsttrestivenses
does nobt decvense the nerit of the work: 7The task of the astirist

iz nob bo dgnore or gloss over the sxdebunow of evil nor fte dnpore

proper lighbe Porhups we are teo yesdy bo theaw up cur bends in hove
vor a% soybbdog thet wielates cur somplesencyy Shersfors, we aduinis+

ber "s gilent oondasnebion® Srontment to sebiriats.
We are afreid of thedr franlusss and of thair axe
plosive qualitisss The dmplioation of thelr work
2‘3&3? go too fer avon lnts bhe thoughts and lives of

§ HoE, ORI Koy opa obbey vy 88y Lo
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govd Ontholdos for our conflopb, and 80 we chooss
nob to aoeapt bthesn,  The cheruble bub mabuve
Pact-foolng oF Saveh and the dlicete religlovs

slngy %&f ﬁgﬁ*&iﬁé&% szawg% be Yoo pordinent foe

Qwiobion & kot bo aduit that
thove ars these whe $ind diffienlby bn Jdving tob lgm

vabhoy stir hinself to the fact thet 4 satirisby PUEe euil ntre

mdly than aver bators 4% way well be held ag proof, e
not oprenooudly, that Vestemn oulbure 1s in decays

Satdrletn w11 go ofy Yo, in eplte of condeatdon on the

of gowe o wrll s eothustass on the sark of

A, o WAL
flaying provalling abuess with cowage, wd upeoting sug seblge
fackions The nesd 4o for nove Loy - and ovsn & deeh of walice,
\ g Bhub the lewb end the wisavened bread of the
 |[Wewdeh Pagsover had Yo bo euten with Wlbter herbe, Ouw modern
Mbovaturs will 4o well bo find Ltueld cleonond with the bitter
bt 6f satize.

Ve vead in Haade

In Nother Cheeh do She wiversel bruths, s Jovendah of
old hor Goholle salirists oy oub In empperation and anger oy all
fo sonvent belore the hour Lo boo Jato. And 3% baw Lo over Shug,
The snepdeed welters of the 04 Dapber

Patriatio Litorabure wos pob abovs Ab a8 ool
gamtyiiadlon of Sglnd Jevon

wnt ueed sutdrs vigorouslys
£iod 4n the wealihy
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lighed in the elghteenth century wnder the title Higkory of the

Yamous Prescher Fray Gerundio, "a devastabing and most ameing

salbive on the pulplt eloguence 0 " the d&y%f‘s In vors recent times
Chesterton has been wade famous by his sebivical tales, and Belloe
by bls grim snd savdonic polltical satires, Sabirve has become bhe
dominant trend in huerican literaturs since World War I, Pungent
satirical editorials eppsar dally in our Catholic periodicals: As
a weapon 1% is being nore freely wielded than over befors, Ib is
a pumnons to general wobilimation of all Catholic fovees in a oru-
sade against the onslavghbs of a new barbaric lovasions Ist us see

that the prophet Sabtive is accepted; yes = even in his own counbyys

&, Brown, Sede, ;tapheﬁ, Survey of Catholic Iiterature, Iilwaukees
Bruce Publishing Compeny, 4935. pe 294




| CHAPTER IV
BRUCE VARSHALL, A MAN FITTED FOR THE TASK |

Faw naéajliﬁé in reémﬁ fy;ea,rs- iaw veceived o surprising a
zfegéptiar’a as has been gocorded Bﬁee Eia_xﬂ'sﬁall; '?E‘hi»s' ?&%ptieﬁ h;a,s;
waversd between enthusiasm and condenmation, Some have hgi‘led him
‘aa the creator of a new @leéanﬁ in modern i:‘»’a,tﬁa;i@ fields, others
have threatened to barn 'h;-lin at the literary stake. “He h&s'bem G
comgd a8 the mosh brillﬁ.am; of ﬁiﬂiiaéﬁs on the modern seevie, and he
has been -gaeaséd of #n influence almost shockings ALl this slazaerf |
divided between condemnation and -emhusiam; has aroused interest in
the m himself.

Irrespective of what may be Mr, Marshallls position as &
ﬁéve_ms%, hip gatire 1s of the most glorious sort. Few writers have
~ever atbtempted his lucid snd hilarious plotures of deep seated dog=
matien and unbelief, A writer must have wide knowledge, & keen aye,

 veady wit, and & smooth style to bring to life in caricature the |

ivariaua characters dnd times that he depicts, Both by natural

talonbs and through varied 1ife experience Mr. Marshall possesses & |
. wich and gensrous fund uwpon which to draw for his gatiric abbacks,
H N |

Bruce Marehall was born in Edinburgh, Scotland on June 2k,
1899, and was christened Clsude Cunninghém Bruce Marshall, His
| father, Claude Niven Marshall, was a stook broker. Hls mother,




Fhyllis, was the davghber of the late Willism (len Clark of Edine

burghs Both parents were of thoreoughly Scottish descent. This ane
cestyy has remained unbroken on both sides, except for an Baglish
paterngl grandmother. To hie typleally Scobtish heritage the young
Marshm owed man;r of hig talents, Hiz was the tradibtional Scebtish

#biliby to observe shrawdly‘ This has stood him in good stead wharx
pertinent sative has called fov & keen eys for human folbles. His .
ngtal gifts aleo included 4 mind endowsd with -y gami share of lagi:s;

| & bongue that has Jent to his satiric comment pitfhy, if net always }

too charitable, expression, a love of frankness, snd a salty unders |
sbanding of the lusty character of the Scohs and Celts, n addibiong
he was possessed of & glft for literary aampesiﬁim gnd an sptitude
for latin and other langusges. One is ;:uzz'ied as:‘*be whera bo abbrd-
bube hig gift of sparkling and warming wib, for wit does not come
offhand in conjunchion with Scobs. Eét nong ean say after reading
Marshall thet he is theifty with his hunmourj he glves it out in
handfuls, Despite his sbrong Scobbish background, we find the fnw
gredients in Harshallls writing less insular, the sentimente lezs | |
n{astvalgiﬁ than shown in Burn's suppers, purple heather, and the sly |
;jt;lzes belonging to old Scobtish litersry i‘ax‘xfmlag
Of his childhood Mr, Marshall esys:

I was & very geriocus child and used to play |
#b Presbyterian and Spiscopal shurch services |
at which I officlated robed in & bath towel,
with my sister and her governess as an unw |
willing congregetion.s !

I Tetter dated June 30, 3948,



| As far se actusl encouragement is concerned Mavshall seems to have

~and 1% was discovered by the boy only by chances Furthermore,
| Narehall clatme that o this day his swviving aunt will never menw i

 he puts 1%, sclely "in a vain desive to see my works im print,"3

His mother, who was the disciplivarian of the family, died when he

was but nine years of age, After her death Marshall's father sent |
him 40 Bdinburgh Acadeny to boarding school. ﬁé:é he was at first ‘
very unhappy and van away twige. It was ab school that the boyts
firvst literary tendencies revealed themselves, When thirteen ysars |
of age he edited a paper called The Junior Journsl, Among obher
things it included a hair-ralsing short story. The Junior Jonrnmel
was rolled off by hend from Jellypadss In regard %o the recepbion |
of his first Lltevary attenpt My, Marshall, with his customary |
whinsy, gives the. following enlighterments

"The copying ink veed was green in colouy
and was soon found smeared all over my

oubicle #b schoole The produstion was !
actively discouraged.? |

had very little of it #1l dlong the srduous roud. The caresr of an

guthor held no appesl for his conservative relatives. His grande
father, who died before he was born, wrote philosophical works on

the back of ol1d bisouit bags. His fanily coneesled thiam scbivity, j

!

$ion his litersry works in his presence, His writing started; as

No further attenmpts at aaveml@ publication are noted throughout

ey Marshadlfs younger yesrs, but from his own gehool days we jJudge |




sedeny Marshall wenh o %r:mi%y ﬁ%ﬁiﬁgm whovs
he remained until hig sevenbownth year, Ab this time he envolled 4n
Salnt Andrew's Universdbys It was while he wag ob Saint Andvewts
that be purfeoted bis more than modevate abilivy fon oLt and
crdoitets Th waz aleo ab Spint Androw's that he begsh In wwmost o
visualine bimweld s & welbtar, Hig flret vesd attenpbe wove Spe
gpdred by veading an Anglo-Upthelie novel whose itle he fafls o
vensmber bub wivwe asthor was tuy Thorme. Aw an finglo-Uatholln of
eighteey his writing was sonfined mainl;
veliglong basis, ,
Converted to Cabholioieom while he was etill only eighteen

yours of ape, Marshall took a’tax*m whep away from hisg all Protase
tanh tlen. He wap recelved into the (hureh by the Jeguid Fathers
on the Tiret day of January,1938. As is so often the case, & slight
spiscde led thig inbelligent mats to make the Pinal sbep toward the
| teue mmgiam He describes 16 thuss

a@iﬁm easzaizsa ‘l‘.ﬁ Catholivian tock place
e Vhanded & wesltedoy tolohratlion of the

%Wi&% i an Bdinlargh Anglisan ohupeh. I
believed then that the Sngldcen communion sede

vice wan the mags, and I yecuived a rude siwak

m the veygoy bvm:!,@é o Inbending Gom

oanke inbe wot comvandlenting o theh the aler%rw
wan BLght st after the prayue Doy Ohefetts

Chureh ¥iliban ﬁ Here on Barth without provesding
o consasrabe, .

e ghord stories with &

Wolle, "Hia Fivet Averdcan Interview," Daniel A. Lord
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Catholie literabure; alsoy influsnced Marghall to some extent in
his groplng path toward the truth. He mentions in particuler all
the novely of that great Catholic novelist; Robert Hugh Bﬁaﬁ%ﬁg and
move especlally a classie Catholic book, Cardinal Givbon's The Faith
of Our Fathers, Since entering the Church Hr, Harshell has read
Catholic literature ravely. BEstranged from it by its frequently
appalling wnreality, he feels 1t & great plty that, as a vhole,
Catholic critices should be afraid to see 1life portrayed in Catholie
novels as it really is.

With the agsurance that he hed found his brue religiovs
bearings theve came bo My, Marshall a cerbains plquancy in bis rae
liglous observations, Surrounded by a completely Protestent atooss
phere as he was, he camé bo know the loneliness and persecution of a
Father Smith: He came to koow life amidst a dsarth of Gatholle
neighbors end the psinful hostility of a Scobteh wnbsliever, His,
oo, was the cherished drean of a Father Malachy who prays so fer-
venbly that all Scotland will veturn to the ancient faibh, It is
bacanse of his spirit of loving atmizsmaaﬁaaa with Catholiclby snd
his common experience thet Marshall is snabled to present home
truthe and preach sincere sermons with real ;’.gligigﬁs feeling and
to olothe these in a Cabholic family language. His veligious honeg-
by and bis deep wmisbakable familiariby with the things of re~
ligion were implanted in his own belng throughout a definite sew
quence of years; years straighbtensd by the power and purpose of God,

it is thus that we find in Marshall's work so many passages of cone
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rincing presentation of Cetholisc b‘éliesf; an elevated spirituslity,
and a lively sigument that makes sure the footing of this satirist
who laughingly pirousties on the edge of the precipice as he p@in«
avds his thrusts b those below, '
Marshallls etudies at Saint Andvew's were inmboeryupted after
one year by the advent of Wordd War I. MHe entered the war in 1918
a8 8 cadet in the British arny snd wee c:ma:}:asfcé;iaé 89 a gecond
lleutonand in the Royel Fuwiliers on June 2% of the same ;;mm His

first novely & Prlest of Marg, was weitben in the trenches, Regu

lerly he sent five pages howme to & friend in England, Wounded snd
taken prisonsr by the Germans on the Western Fronb, ironically
enough Jush six nights before the armisties, Marshall subsequently
lost a leg.

Upon retuwning from the wer My, Marshall set oub %o complete
hig sducation at Edinburgh University. From this institutdion he
received o Master of Avbe degree in 192 #nd & Bachelor of Commerce
degree in 1925, He had left the wrumy determined to becoms & noves
1list bub was practical enough to know that it took writers a long
time to live by the pen alone, In 1926 he was admitbed to mewbers
ship in the Society of Accountante in Bdinburgh., Although prosaic,
his profession would be & surs means of obtalning smployment abrosd,
Hig underatanding of the ups and downs of such & profesaion explalng
his meny amusing references to the bustling importances of the age
countant and hls less amusing references to their cowsrdiee in ups -

holding the right under complete compulsion of losging their jobs,
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He pokes fun abt these c¢lerks bacause he knows them end loves thenm
best. As for Marshall himselft

& » « 8n Intellechual grounding, s strong sense
of the nsusea and fubdility of human slaughter,
and a gnawing political awarsness prevented him
from keeping ﬁ%a eyes forever fixed on the

balance sheat.
While he was still an articled clerk, struggling to complete
his university education, Mavshall's first published novel, This

gorry Scheme, was honored as one of the six winners in a Harrap and
CGompany prize novel compstition. The novel was published with 1ittlp
sugcess in the United States, It was not unbtil his publication of
Eather Valachy :
Anerica,

'8 Miracle in 1931 that Marghall really "avrived” in

As soon as Margshall had goquired his diploms he moved to
Paris, making hig home there from 1926 until 1940 when the Germans
drove him out. He selechted Parde for his home because neither his
Catholicism nor his intersst in litersture was apprevisted in hie
home town of Edinburgh, whers three centurdes of Preshyterisnism
had "robbed 1ts oitizens of all sense of beaubty”.® As for the
Catholicity of Paris, when questioned on the mabber at one time,
- Marshall saidy
1 find the French are either exceedingly good
Gatholics or excesdingly bad Catholies: It is
an anonaly that France has the wost intelligent

and most devout priesthosd in Burope and that
her laity often gives one the oreeps. Bub I

i, "Bruce Merehall," 13i 8L,




always reflect HOW VERY MUCH WORSE THEY WOULD

HAVE BREN HAD THEY B%Eﬁ ANGLICANS, PRESBYTERI~

ANS, OR EETHODISTS Y

In 1928 Mershall married Mary Pearson Clerk, a Scots girl

whom he met in Pavis, His only child, Bhe{las Blizebeth Josephine,
born March 19; 1931, i ab present studying with the Madames of the
Sacred Heart ab Hove, Brgland: It Ly %o her thab he dedicules his
moat popular work; Ihe World, the Fleeh, snd Father Smibhe For

Sheils, who may one diy vread this booke¥

When compelled to leave Paris in 1940 ab the outbresk of
World War IT, Marshall sgain joined the British avmy, Starting out
with his former rank of lieubenant while serving in the Royal Fay
Gorps, he finished with the rating of Ideutenant Colonel in the Dise
placed Perscns Divielon of the British ‘E&aﬁén% of the Allied Com=
wisgion for Austrids Onoe morve, ag during the firet wer, Marshall
wrote while soldiering, snd it was Yduring thie recent peried of
| military ssrvice that he began really to make his nawe as a writep N9

His greatest sucosss, The

written on Saturdey and Sunday afterncons between Janvary and June |
auz‘*i;ig these war years. It was the haunting questions of these and |
hie first war years, and the abwmosphers of mental end physical cone |
flicts during such btimes thabt has lopressed an indelible mark on
¥y Marshallls thoughtful andlyeis on war g;*abi};éms and geined him
gkill in satirizing mﬁ:ﬁi‘&iaas; f&&ke‘*&&aﬁ; and war fubilities.

8 ?Féﬁg Walter; ‘I‘he -Book of Qa’bhalie, én‘bharsg Michipgans Walter

L B

. Romig Publishin‘é“ﬁ@mgwg Vol, IVe pPpe 200-163y .
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His is an lmmense disbaste for petty cutlooks and performance when

human lives are at sbake, His insight into the realities of war
life as he himself hag known them has lent vitality o his lan~
pooning of soldiering and has pubt the right ¢dge on his sy dia-
logue.

Since the way Me, Marshall has maintained s peaceful and
quiet residence in France. Conservative by nature, he spends his
days earning a modest living and pleaning his liverary career.
When asked aboud his vecreations Marshall snswerg: "Writing novels
1f regarded as & Chartered Accountanty Accountancy if vegarded &s a
nevelis%ﬁ?: He has lLittle leisure to ¢ulbivate hobbiesy other than,
a8 he expresses it, "annoying my wife by my manual clumsiness,"10
The yesr 19L6 maw the publicatien of Yellow Tapers for Pardis, &
novel almost ruthless in its satirizstion of the selfishness, corw
rupbion, stupidity and wickedness of Parls in the six yesrs pree
veding the aymistice of 1940 Close upen 4%, In 1947, cime Vesm

for Vienna, a seml-fareleal sative on srmy ved tape in oucupled
Austria, In the spring of 1948 Mershall visited the United Btabes,
On & Jecture tour scheduled under Yhe menagement of W, Colstoh

| Leigh, Incorporated, New York City, he traveled to the cities of

New York, Waghingtom, Boston, Chicsgo, Milwaukes, and New G:éleansi

and went through the states of Texns, Louisiana, Alsbama, Virginis,
and North and South ﬁaralmﬁ He posed for his picture with a group

|
|

i

, ‘716. ﬁettsr datati Juzze 21, 1948, . ..



of Hount Mary College girls in Milwaukee on & brief infarmal visit
therey and must have been gratified to see thie plcture printed in
the Catholie nawépapérs of the Northwest. As for his impressions of
the United States, we quoter

I admived especislly its eapaeity for youthful

snthugisan and the courage 4o express and prace

tice 4 genarasiw which ls no longex very

fashinnable in Conbinental Burcpe, I deprecated

sspscially the perpetusl oozs from your appalling

radio pPogrammes and your shocking comic strips

which mﬁl%be reael in Britain only by children

-of elaven, A ‘

- We note a wealth of eaﬁehing experiences threugheut the
years of Bruce Marshall's lifs. These have been the telling factors
in his abllity to write flotion that has & soul as well as a body.
He hinself states, and knowingly, that good writing is accomplished
not by using & camera but by piecing together those patterns of life
'vhiah have been thrown 4t one's feeb, Bruce ‘Marshall knows his
priests, his lalty, his parish activibies; his Scotland and his
France. He knows the manager of the Oarden of Eden Dance Hall, the
anbitlous shownan, the kind of people they marry, the dinmers they
| give; the posters they find stimulating to business, He knows the
"brogd-minded" ecclesiastics and those who are wise with the wisdom
| of the saints; looking simply and bravely into the tangle of life,
He draws these worthies with a sure touch. Capturing successfully
the little cloge-up experiences of humanity he is convinced of the

general state of the wordd and gives to his searching investigation

T e




& browd canvass His keen perception of the jJuxtaposidion of the
sacred and sinful in human scciety le full of penetration, Marshall
reslizes that the only proper subject of fiotion is to be found in
the ordinary persons of the world and their daily performance of
seemingly dully repetitive taske: He counts as most valuable in his
weiting the faet that he himself was forced to sarn his living among
ordinary pecple ln an unliterary &’ts:ées%x@hera; since "the subject of
litersbure 18 a;:‘aséntially unliteravy ,pee;:ﬁl_a-.“iﬁ His advice to young
writera 18 to avold the pitfell of wireality

by going oub into the world and aeeing iﬁ for

yourgslf vefors you atteupd to interpret it

for others.t3
So true to life is Marghall in his portraitures that the reader can
hardly escape thsdiwlrbing aﬂgiéesﬁian of vesemblance hetwesn thg :
people satirized and himself. Had he not lived se fully perhaps
Bruge Hawshall would never ha;&a bean able to mirror so clearly for
us the magy ﬁhinga?hhat we must see and that we way be made aware

of best through the prism of liguid laughter.

snsion, ®The Art of Writing," Bruce Marshall, May, 1948,




CHAPTER V
THE NEW HYPOCRISY

It d& smazing to dilscover how Me. Marshall with his always
gay and yeb diaésrﬁmg satire covers a broad fleld of modern philew
sophies with the eage and definiliveness of an Avistotle., To awaken
the vigilance and geal of Ustholice in guarding against those. sophie
strise which are the indictment of oup é*ges he enploys every measure
of subtle ireny that could pessibly be linked with hard=hibbing
coumen senses lLike Goorges Bernanos one of Marshall's despest cone |
cerng seems Lo be that most dangerous of present diay‘ d&faéﬁimai
from Christ which is known ss "the new hypoorisy®. It is the demon
that springs from medicority. In the words of Father Smith Mr. Marw
ghall chidest - V
It's what T call the new hypoorisy. « » « In the
old days people pretended to ba better than they
werey bub now they pretend te be worge. In the
old deys a man said that he went to church on
Sundays even if he dldn't, bub now he says he
plays golf and would be very digtressed if his
men friends found oub that he really went to
churchs In other words, hypoerisy use to be .

« « the tribute vice paid to virtue, but now ity
the tribute virtue pays te vice,  «b

These are they who rather hide thelr faith than rejolcs in it, Fore

getting the injunotion of Our Lord to leb their Iight shine befors

1. Tarshall, Brucs, The World, the Flesh, and Father Snith. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1905, pr Boe — " =
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men, they seek no ocoasien to display ib; Rather they turn their
lamps low; aa'law»as they can without extinguishing the glow en~
tirely, Catholics in name enly, they are quite incurably anti=
elsrieal,~earbhyg and & little more than superficially cynical.
Thelrs is an ominous shorteightedness; an ﬁndﬁrastimatian of the
dread disease a£ madia$ri%yg | ~ o |

ﬂaéiaerihy is a ablari&safand odorless gasy

allow 14 bo accumulate undisturbed dnd sod- .

denly it explodes with a foree beyond &ll bee

S Mef 2 | »

The fear in the hearts of all, whether bsliever or unbeliever,
should not be so much thot Christisns are less numevous, but that
the number of medioore, hypooritiocsl Christians should inorease.
Hedioere Christians possess only the vocabulary of morals. Prinw
elples cannot save without wen. Tollowers of the new hypocrisy ]
warp §vaetiée-aﬁd shackle it lrredeemably. Father Smith's mind wane
|
| ders boward this thought as he pronountes the words of bapbism ever
the whimperdng of the baby bey and girls

How easy bapbism wae sad how kind God had been

to instibute wo sluple a sacvament, and how

hegvy were the responmlbilities of godpavents

and how Lightly they took them as 8 general

ulel o « » What were these two bablee now going

to benome? Were they going %o be for Christ op

againat Him or followers of the middle way,

bowing both to God and Memmon,3
They ave a poor bype of Christian who have nothing to do with Chrish,

For them Christ doss nob enter inte life, love, money, socieby; home|

FSRAll, bruce, gp. Gites Fpe WelS. .
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death, or sorrow,

In 1ike fashion the gentle, humble Father Malachy, while
praying for the coming of John Henry Newman's Second Spring, gazes
out mentally over the world of investment companies, cinemas and
hotel lounges and sees so many ever passing who wers neither for Him
nor againat Him, The attitude beocomes more concretely exemplified
in the spirit of the hardw-driven, grasping little accountant Bigou
wha, wavering vellantly between the best -and the worst that life has
b0 offer, pebitions God on the occasion of his daughter's First Come
mmiont "Make Odetbe & good girl, nob too religious, but make her
& good glrl.™ Or 1% is seen in & milder degree in the spirit of
the plain tired French working gird who "had photographs of Father
Damien and Shirley Temple pinned up above her desk."S :Shé,; no
doubt, resembled those of whom Bigou thought whén he reflected that |
*there must be quite & lot of people in Paris who went to early Mage
on Sundays, but there didn't seem to be any of them left on Mondays.t

The medioccre Christian soon begomes g very indifferent sort
of person. A living contradiction to the truth He possesses, he
loses hold on that most esgential of Christian virbues, charity. At
times he goes aboub felgning to understand, but the word “cherity®
has no precise nmesning &g applied to the univerzsl world of human
beings. It is hopelessly wixed wp 1n a world that insisbs upon pree

L ¥aPshall, Bruce, Yellow Tapers for Paris.  Bostony Houghton
- Mifflin Company, 1946. pe. 30.

2o ; ‘ oy Pe }-Lh-
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ferring Barabbag to Ohrist;y a world that, 1like Pilate, thinks that
by limiting the field of choice Christ will go fres, Marshall, with
implied comment, speake out resolutely concerning this lack of
Ghristts good charity, He sees such individuals in the guise of the
pooy mournera returning from visiting the graves of their dead who
sat in the filled bus Meyeing one ancther with stolid, indifferent,
hogbile disinterest."T As Bigou so pointedly thought, they were all
in the same boat, yet no one caved about anyone else's gebting oub
of it safely except himmelf, It was the thoughtless preocceupation
with onets own worldly worrdes and a lack of the warmth of brotherly
Tove that made busloads of humans it opposite one snother hating
one anothers Tt was conbentment with the sasiegt way, with ac=
cepbing the inevitable of a poor lot. What mystery that God%s love
should continue te pour itsslf out on little crestwres who were o
petty and mean, so sinful and ungenspous, What mystery to Father
Malachy as he considers that

the soul behind that bulging red face had been

redesmed by Christ Just as surely as had his

o, and Our Blessed Lord, while He hung on the

eross, had seen the funny little dent in the

midéle of the pealey, peering woman's nose Jush

as clearly as He had seen the broad, bland

vigage of Pope Fius the Kleventh and, so xgereit-

fully good was Hey loved it jJust as zmzeh,

Alkthough charity and & willingness te share be the max*le of

tha *b—raa Chrigtian,we who feel ourselves hto be such must hesibate to

7 ‘, . id&;?i Y
8, Marshall, Eraee, Faﬁher ﬁala&h

ty Miraols. New York: Doubleday,
Doran Company, 1931, e




point an acousing finger at others before we vigercusly polish the
knockers on our own front doorss For it was at the side alter of a
church that “lonely in his box the dead man lay, with his rubble of
mourners behind him, come from God, gone Lo Ggozi; and nobody caring,”
It sometimes seemed to Father Smith that God made up to welleinten-
tioned Protestants for the Falth that was not theirs., They were
better at loving thelr neighbors than some Catholics were.

M« Marshall hasg as much sharp and sad fun with those who act

vigt hag ever had with pompous pretense. Underneath it all we note
his own profound currént of belief; not only in the tenets of
Cathollcism bub algo in ite basic values. With open candor he calls
‘the Reformstion not Just "the Reformabion" but designates it as that
Yhorrible piece of a;aéz; 8in,"10 T4 ig the same lovable candor which
inspives ti;g; :'Ei.a;xz;p ta prefer a house boy whom he cannot cure of ime
proprietien, but who goes to Holy Communion every day and has God in
his soul, to oné "of thoss clever éz;eé wha até&ﬁl} genuflections and
no rosary."il The former was at least not of ‘the "all=for-mornings
prayey«bubsnevar-at-it kindergarten of theagh*h"*&?" Fathar Swmith
felt the same wey about Miss @-‘Harafé choir which, with its singing
29 bad s its accents, he felt suwre Almighty Ood would hear

with a lenient ear, because every false note

9. Warehall Brms, Yellaw Tapers for Paria. p.« 197,

10. Marahall, Bruce, Fathey Eﬁ yts Miracles Do Te

1. Ibide, pe 153, S
:Lgl m;; F9 EGBQ

and speak out of motives of human respect &s any free thinking sabtie
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wag meams as px‘aise, which was ne*b alwaya trug

gﬁ Qﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ?@ h%eei soprancs in .a{ilan;
Hox was the same aime_rs 13,%1@ pt*iéste faoing 1o be ahme& oud of
talking about the things of God Just !Saeame a tramload 6f worlde
11:1@3"%?&3 staring at him,n1h

) 3!& skillzfnlly stohed conbrast to those who have the courage

of their convictions we have the unstable Bigou, 80 typical of his
Iéindg '?,wha’ undai* ‘sésiai compulsion reluctantly avai% the practice of
his 'réﬁlmgian 80 that his friends will not scoff at him, Where
héras?’ -and indiffséentiam were in the saddle one's own was & lonely
velioe, éwa‘:uaad as he ’w'a{s'; he ‘was aféa_iﬂ %o ask ii‘ sny found peace
with Ood | |
| becanse it would be asking a question that

really natbered, and questiong that reslly

mattered nevey mt answez*ad even 1f they

got asked 15
Begldes, when thers is such absence of any true religious feeling
among one's felldvmen one beging to wonder Lif they w:*enft the ones
who are right. Bigou is a good man. His instinota, his aff@miens,
and mest of his convictions are good, but the diverse opinions of
ﬁﬁe *tiimas are too much for his goodness, He makes the deadly com=
cessions which the world demsndge Frobsbly he would have gone to
Mass occasionally had “he not been afraid of the criticimm of his
friends."16 - Probably his wife would have died fortified with the

ﬁ Warehall, Bruce, The World, the Flesh, and Father Suith, p. 64
113- Ib: dt;‘ P 28,

‘ Ly Bmae, Yellow Tapers for Paris., p. 292.
légklbidg; P 3?; J




- saoraments had he not thought that

she mightn't 1like him sending for & priest

with the Levordsires glways liable to be

pesring through the glass door of %he loge

and ses him going upstaive,l7 |
In his alavery to human respect Blgou bub resembles the erowdy the
parents who, when the children in front of the church kmelt down,
gteaé Moacange they didn't wish 4o look too pious in front of their
friends."18 They were of the world that was :

tabout! ha&ng good and being bad and nob

tabout! trade winds and centres of de~

pression and chamiste! shops and the price

of war loan, as deep down in thelr hearts

mogt people knew, only they were afraid to

88y 8o oub 3@11& in vgse atmr people would

lm‘igh ab. theme
Under a kind of desperate compulsion they reluctantly shift from
one allsgiaﬁa@, one name, one program o anobher dimly sware all the
while that in none of them ls real promise. Perhaps they reslly
want Yo love Ged, but always there loomz up the vast and dresdful
incongrulty bebtween the virtue they so wistfully respect and the '
talntad world to which their daily lives sre sbtached.

Bo the little lives go on, They heedlessly waver betwesn
hope and oynlclem, letting the lushed voice of tongeience be drowned
by the loud velce of expsdiencys The Father Smiths and the Father
Malachys go on grieving over & world where religion is still 1] trﬁa
but where peagla .‘livs ib in sueh a way %hat i‘b geems B0 false.

18, TBTEI}, Pﬁ 310
19. mgn, Bmzea, The ?i@rld, the msh, and Father Smith. p. 119]




Thess priests, full of falth éﬂd-aéurage &g they are, ssperience
graat diffioulty in realaimiﬂg souls deep in the pitfalls of hypoow
risy and human resgaet* The ba&tle is uphill and the reclamations
trangitory. With all the fulness with which priests are bound to be
aware of it,they see %hé seamier siﬂs‘éf lifes They are bleased
with frue consolatlon when their dally struggle is rewarded, as ib
| freguently is, with the last minute repentances of human beings re-
presenting & nixture of gaéﬁ pnd bad, brave and eraven, gensrous and
nean, with instincbs that co~exist in every souls But as Father
Smith so whimsleally meditated as he tendsd the dying sailors
Mightn*t 4t have besn g Ext maia nerelful on
God's part bo have set a bPime linit on re~
pantange say forty-five? There would have
been no inducement for sinmers to keep putbing
things off to’ the last moment then and it
would have been a lot easier for priests. 0
Or as ths A&be ?acher pansively‘tslls Bigau as he hastens to a death
beds
We are God's bottle~neck. , « People filter
- dn and £ilter oub through usy the troubls is
that we see so litble of them in between,
- But perhaps 1t 18 not altogebher thelr feulb.
Perhaps 4t is too much to sxpeet them to be
Christiang when our oivilization has made i%
go difficult %o believe in !@é in rallway tere
mind and gbreebs,dl
Whataver may tax the virtue of these soclesiastics they are not of
that number who go abonb nevvonsly spologizing for Ged. They are

not afraid to be thenselves in crowds.

WIWIETRWT |
21. Warshall, frace, Yellow lapers for Faris. p. 124
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To sum up, My Mersball slternately uses sbloglng comment and
taplays velish for beanty and fon din order to tring hﬁmﬁ soms Vory
%@fm@a views, He fesls with Chesterton that it is not the Chrletie
%aiﬁy han been tried and found wantiog, bub that 1% hiss nob been
fried, Passionsbe in his own belief, he stands flrm in the hope that
&ha Chrigtian felth has pover to save snd that ite strength will yet
gs lsown. &8 a4 galding Mght or a8 o destructive fire to nen and women
%ha prefer the veliglon they practicy so feebly or treasonably. His
gontempt for the medicers Chriablan whe reduces the word Christian %o

A nere mafgixz and who has lost the veflexes and convietions of a
Christion sesms bottomless. The power of his pen does nob apare
thair fundmmentel weskness of lack of charity, Heving losb sight of
‘fﬁz& mrfsaﬁszi{ng wondey of aaﬁéﬁfﬁsﬁag gract they have also lost sight
bﬁ* the Gatholic ideal of conduch. Bevauns the twenblath century
tiims the splrttual Life, theb the idess of chardty should be vagie
pven Yo Gatholics doas nok hegome phrange, OF slavery to )

%és’spéét Yarghall malkioy 8 horrivly £ noy favoe = funny 41 not tou
horrible, To his mind this alavery denotes thet herolmm, generosity,
W martyrdos have olipped Ifrom the Christien conospt and thet &
i;mgxm oconforaity to a patier of "decent woridiiness'hes usarped ite
ggﬁmm Bub Chriot 44 still the ideal. lLike leaves falling from
?aa%m treed sinners drop vepentant ab the feet of the Yauber as life

%ﬁﬁaﬁa o & tloss, There are slwaye priests, good priasts, who will
sos God benesth the olay and will pour the merits of Christ's paseion

iiﬁé):‘ the forgebfulness and the sorrow for not being sorry of these




dying souls, Marshall's sympathy points up for these repentant
ereatures because he feels that habit, not hatred, i;a»-g alienated
them from God. He puts & silk shirt over the uloer, |

Bruce Narshall's views on so=salled "Catholle" moderates de-
light me, for they show him t0 be a wan discerning, alert, and ad-
roit in pointing out the follles of the times. His Falth is sure
and practicals He is no dresmer. He is a thinker, To share his
thoughts widens and broadens the horizon of one's own vision. To

share his thoughts through the medium of satire intrigues.




CHAPTER VI
THE SCOURGE OF UNBELIEF

If Broce Marghall ghows pity for those who try to explain sway
the hard saylngs of the Gospels snd minimize the Falth that is ia
them until their réligiﬁn is no 1%3@3:* an ideal, he ghows infinitely
more plty for those cliques of athelete and agnostics {fnat‘ genfined
to gny land) who sre bitter enemies of the very Cross itself, With
olear and reasoning vigor he gives the reader a geood time = wall as
some good ideas at thelr expense., He mocks the inbtelligence of these
deluded individuals whe are so busy understanding, organizing, and
explaining 1ife, society, morality, the law, the nabion, industry,
health, leisure, love and pleasure exclusive of God and future life,
Fheir rebellion agalnst Christ evidenves itself in their pagan docw
trines, pagan morals and pagan institutions. The z%m’st;. telling babtle
pgainst the sources of evil must be fought on the terrain of this
I

botal disbelief, The sbing of truth is in Marshallts phrases as he
abbacks paganism, Protestantism, and intellsctual pride, With blunt
honesty he preaches against these sver present snares to Angus, to
Blvira, to Jasaph_ Soott, to the Bishop's Pad Brother, to Lady Ippes
gacuanha, to Mr. Shyman Bell, to Chanu, to his penitents and to
soores of others.

When Father Malachy invokes his Lord, his Lord's Blessed

_ Yother, Wichael themhwgﬂ;m& all the sainbts and enacts his




|
l

maale to convert bonny Stland to the Gatholic f&ith, the world,

ami sspeai&lly beuny Scotlandy gaspa for a moment bub upon reeswering
fi.ts;elf sturdily refuses to believe, "The Baby;ania,na; ab lﬁg:st;; had
;%h,e decency to believe the finger when it wrote on the wally . . M
_ E?’hes&-@ ;:ss;plse would r:efage to pay abbention to Almighty God Himself if
fle appeared in their midst and painted "in pentecostal soarlet upon
the bgllrwm flaar.“g :

h
l
i
|

How sad and ludiereus is the greatest achisevement, 'hhase };agans
beast of == thay no longer believe this world to be & preparation i‘w‘
*.Fhe next. Nothing reaches beyond the natural. The only wisdom is

%aha wlsdom of the senses. !;:;bel@var#, all around them is unbelief

é.n the next house} in the next street, Like nost of his kind the

Bishop's brother
| :

way anong the first to laugh at those who dew
| : prived themgelves of pleasures hers balow go
that they might find & more lasting habitation
| bayond the grave, . & « he would bave scorned :
|

the name mystic even if he had known praeisely
what it meant,3

t

‘To him as to Edinbupgh Father Malathy'e Mivacle was no miracle ab alli

' J,It was "just sutowguggestion or nags=hypnotisn or gheer fraud, s @

’izieverthaiess the realities of God wemb on in Scotland like wheels |
' %x,ic;cifeh behind the face of a clock which men were too unskilled o

iiapsm The lights of heaven were inextinguishable even though there
'iias constant gtriving 4o put them out, PFather Smith taught, as wag

:,7» _%:5!"-1 Bs 90
Ib

% Warshall, Bruce, Father Malachy's Miracle. p. 20,
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] ﬁ; Hershall, Bruce, Father

..}

teaght 1 the timoaf the Apostles, thet Cabhollospalieve in Bapw |

t4ans sud the Virgin Birth '
firgtly, by ohediences, baoause fod tells ue
to belisve these dootrinesy snd seocoudly, by
logig, bessuss 1t 1 only rensousble Lo supe
poss that He Who stuek in the stnrs end
teirled the plaseta and tugged the bides can

ovareids the linitations which He Minsalf has
fposed upon thedr movesentuv,

?&ﬁ&ﬁiﬁé does nob windt of ssy such logle or loving trustp &b ede
wits only of self and the worshlp of gods of onety own cholves
Fashioned by esah Mnalvidual Lor binsell %’haaa gode are pasalon,
pride and vicg. ‘*.ﬁé;a:; sanilent the will of the world ageinst Godte
#i11, |

Gerafren ao & sparvow, snd with a note of levity that is half

burlesqus, Wr. Hershall elrs his wuseruntions on Protostents, tou,

aud vt most unexpooted tines, The Reverend Mephry Masilton fw o |
(¢lagele oxmaple of the generie word. Zhis ddsbinguliehed gentleman
of the Anglionn seob hed 7 S |
raud volunes of antiwopology eud mxmmﬁiw
religlon snd metephyslos eud had guide honsstly
- srrived at the &ﬂ&ﬂ@i&a that the Old aud Hew
Testanonts were greatly smagpeveted ssoounts of

the aplritus] histery of sn akaanr& ﬁmi BYEr=
longiaative noweadis trive, ¥

\Theas words make Eﬁﬁ}m‘ H¥ndachy ever so unheppy Leseuss, uob having
vosd Hertrand fussell snd Freud, he sonsidersd sush telk blesphemous,
! dJust as Protestounb, bub set quite so wueh o gentlenen, fe

Gounoillor Thompson, Cheirsen of the Protostent dotion Benisty, who

i

B, Harehnil, Bruce, The ‘éﬁsﬂé, fﬁhﬂ?l@ah, and Pathar Bmith, pe 107,
Gohyty ﬂ!«‘ﬁl&@&ﬁsﬁg;, .




aoposte Father Smith and threatenst

Weo don't wanb any dirdy Catholios in thiw pard

of our town, We don'd want them carrying on

thelr Blasphemous acbivitisa in the frult nars

kets And 1f you'll ne get oub, we'll make yx}‘i&t? _
4And 4n his pagsionabe outburat the Counclller tm@vfa back the iﬁh@l&
laataal prﬁgrfaag mmia by man through the ﬁ@ﬁtwiam This a’ﬁﬁi‘buda,

however, hag ite gratifyis

Zy *bhemgh rare, excepbions, as seen in Dre

Gillespie, rector of the High Kirk, who smiled pleasantly abt Father
. - ) . |

Smith, took pff his hab, and apologized for the unruly conduct of i
some of the fembers of ﬁiéﬂ ‘congregation téward the benign @z‘ﬁ.astc |
Father anith andarﬁ@aé that Bﬁsesﬁar Gillespie was

& large unhéppy man miaus; 1ike hinself,

ﬁhs:ts men should some in for Carist's wedding |

f&h3t;

Marshall's laugh Ee;eame,é’ & little more pronounced when he |
gé“lm past the proud; bigoted;, or oftsn vsimplymiagumed Frotestant
o théungarﬁt@zﬂy igﬂemm individual, lady Ippecacusnha was of
this olass, She wag

a %mga.aua wonsn and ‘r;aliweei ’cha*l:f God wag

in most places, even in Rowsn Usthelic Qhurﬁhw*
+ « & She came 'eu the conclusion that she rather
3.13{@51 the snell of incense, which was, afber wll,

ever so mach pleassnter a disinfectant than care
bolig,?

Ignorance of propriety made Presbyterians advertlse religious aé‘rs— |
' vioss with placerds that read if}f‘sama YUR GIRL 10 Evm@z@aﬂlﬁ or

7+ Marsnsil, I ;im&;, The %’iarld, the Flesh, and Father Smith. p. 23,
8i Ibldc; ?c hB.
?; 3393 P« 57i '

10, Wershall, Br@uaa; Father B&ala&hz_h s Miracle. p. 18




NOOKE TO EVENSONG.  ITYS CHEAPER THAW THE PICTURES. GOR DOESH'T
WIND IF YOU HOLD HER H&I}m,"n as 1f they were promoting the sale of ;
some hauaeii:sm b&%ﬂ%&,ﬂ.&g@; B@v:efeﬁé. Hﬁmphr‘ay ﬁmﬁlﬁ{};ﬁms of the
opinion %‘haﬁ pla,in "claﬁnt z!iéﬁfﬁ hold & éhazaeé againgd such glogang .
The pragudiesa and eavimnmant of h‘s%aatanﬁﬁ placed them

ﬁhansanda of yeszm ané A m’lar SYELON BWAY frem their Maker, Ne
mabter to them that one would be Just as entitled to believe thﬁ
o and two make five ag to bellove thab Our Iord would let the world
bo decaived in eaaen@iasl ﬁmaﬁétem for almest sixteen hundred yosrs,
The Falth had gone from them becguse f

men had haén foolish enough to sesk to yeform

from within, failing to undersband that a doo-

trine was nob necessavily unbrue because Lba
v adherents did not live up o ite implications,i2
Having dispensed with the Blessed Ssersment and the Blessed Viegin
and the Saints, men and women were supposed to lead virbuous lives
without any of those helps which @hﬁﬁt Himwelf bad instituted. |
| Protestanty
d1d not seenm té uge thelr churches on weekdsys i
like Ga‘ahals.ss; dropping in bto gay & wes prayer

bo Qur lord betwesn buying the. sabbages and
seeing a‘taaat: the m}.‘bm& sake 3

; The Fraﬁestam varger who faund Father Bmith praying in the High
 Kirk on Saint Andrew's day shook hls head in gmazement for he wag

not acoustomed to the spectacle of private devetion.

It is plessant to be one's o mastery to pub onels philésaﬂ

Bh i1 SRR
12, Mavs all, Bmee, The %ﬂei, the Flesh, and Father Smith. ps Lla.




phy of life under a bushel and to lock éskgnseiaﬁ_?@eligiﬁéiﬁyﬂs
Unbelievers and those who are not af;ﬁhe‘ﬁéasahélé'af the F&iﬁh(ﬁaﬂ
do so for they make final meanings such iiluaivg'ﬁkiﬁgsi Blind; ige
norant, they go on killing one another in & fierce desire bo survivel
An erving populace, their shallow thought ends in the belief that
God must be éﬁeﬁ&haﬁ; In satirve replete with flavor and precision
lmarshail exposes one of the baslc dauses of theirffally; %héy are
8o often vietims of the sinister demon of intellectual pride. |

The degrading of reason by sowcalled "intelleotugle” hag dege
troyed the notion of principle. They and their host of followers do
not thinky they simply believe or disbelieve. As one old lady re-
marked to another ab the scene of Father Malachy's Wiracle: "Thae
Cutholics is wrang, J&annie;,§nd ﬁveﬁ'if'they‘prava bheyire right
ﬁhay’re,wranggﬂlh fha intelligent appearance of 4 judicisl wig gives
a;man-ggwa?‘ts.lﬁﬂ‘ﬁéﬁﬁ the law irrespective of social 3nsbiéa;
Those aﬁﬁrustEd‘with muthority pronounce thelr ulbimatums to &
uation with‘lsﬁsihésitatiaﬁ.tﬁaﬁ they predict & winner for golf
finals. Never having dipped their fingers into philosephy, influen-
tial, "learned” men know more than Plate, They know all the answersy
Yot the deepsr forses of 1ife ave lost bo them, DFather Smith ars
dently prays for the soul of D.H. lawrénce "who had known so much
and who had known 8o 1ttle 15 The goholarly Father Malachy lig-
tens with forbearance to hr. Shynan Bell who

1
H
H
i

i, Warshall, Bruce, Father Malachy's Mirscle, p, 132,
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1iked articulating words which sounded to him

gonovrous and did not yartigulaﬂy bother his

head as to thelr m&aﬁingq
And agein, he listened with even more forbesrance to a certain Mpr,
Ink whe wanted to buy the righte te his wiracle and who, upon Father
Malachy's proteste, looked much grieved and bewlldered over the
| - '
| spurning of his offer, Propheflc and serions; Bacquereot warng his
cafe coupanions thab France will pay "for her unwillingness to think
logileally "L Her downfall will ome Lrom peeude«scholary who dow
gept all theories from Vienns to Cambridge. With open minds and
empby heads these pseudowscholars supply a large amount of thunder,
but not very much lightning. They substitute shoddy nonsenge for
| Gospel truths and jJustify the shaky platitudes by bhe worde “Amerie
can® or "democratic". ALl things, no mabtber how extraordinary they |
may be,ars "expressible in texms of natural lews",18 The thinkers
were, therefore, dead opposed bo Father Malachy's mirscle bescause,
a8 they declaimed,

¥YAemosticisms « Jhas been for fifty yearvs oy

more the only religious philosophy possible

o the educvated man and womanjy and any attempt

to justify, by a juggling that is bs anachro«

novs ag it is clumsy, & supernaturalism repuges

nant to the ixatallig&nt mind 18 doomed o
fﬁil‘ir‘@;ﬁi?

Tittle wonder that 1t "wae becoming increasingly difficult be talk

Ete people about things that really nattered, 120

18, Warshail, | 'ru,ce, Pather Malachy's %fixaele, Pe 177*
1?: H&rﬁh&li; B?&Gﬁ, __i T: i‘w 1& ﬁrﬁ or iax{ e Peo 35(
18, Marshall, Bruce, Father Halachy's Wiracle. p. 176
19, Ibid.y p+ 817.
20, Warshall, Bruce,




¥hen evror is intellectual ¥p, ’ﬁarshall jadge.a that we are
tou aemplaeanh ahsu% %3 such- srmw hag done and ig still busdly
doing greabd harme Tn the midet of what he considers to Ye the far
greater evvor of the mind we ag Catholics too often “iﬁéz’:ltify evil
madnly with the breaking of the sixth -c‘zesmnénémen%. This eriterien !

is based on what he terms a "short range vather then & long range

morgl: .ﬁyg’—’zl It stresses fornivstion at the expense of scercely

| stressing shested. lghor, corrupt politics, profiteering, unjust
woges and gengater £ilmss With candour the, Abbe Pecher sayds |

There's been Yoo much fuss made shout women
ghowing their knees in church and far too
- Mbble sbout armaments and oruelty and op=
preseion and employers underpaying their em-
ployeea and slekness and wnhappiness and
false nationgl ideals . + « for not only do
we want our young men and young women to be
pura, but we also wanb them to be kind and
czamp&smenatg to dligtant as well as to near
unhappineasc

Feeling rather kaenly on thisg point, with blunt hanestst Marshall re-

g0l

bukes these young men and women ag well as their elders for what he
deems & ZI.aé’ser concern i‘e}é 'évils juherent on miﬁmﬁmg@znaat of in-
dustry and msldistribution of weslth.

In sunmary, we gee that 3&?, Marghallts religion i ‘not one of
 sentimental @F@f@ﬁéﬁﬁ&?&; his convictiong are fifmg he ﬂaﬁglemnﬁ only
‘aftaz* careful observation. In this chapter we have seen how with

logioal and penetrating satire he scoffs at ﬁnbsliever#whs bereft

Y T AN TN ?he %g%g, fé.ha ma%g, ami Fai:h@r Srﬁi%h; Ps 3.3&.

22, }éershall, Bruce, JeT1ow TapeTs for Parise pe




| diseriginating against it. His "pet peeve" appears to be that we

of Faith depend seolely on their human minds to determine their
'gea’ls and discern thelr pavhe; who bereft of worship no further

then the pagan idol. These unwittingly deride the very irgasem they
elaim o have embfaega as & bagis for all ﬂ}ingﬁg " Completely ro-~
Manb on the invention of man and oblivious o original sin, they
subjech themselves Yo évery human fallaocy, Hershall's davts arve
alaé. ained at tﬁaaﬁ Frotestants whose feeble idess so frequently
lack even semblance of bsckbone =« the bigoted, the ignorant and
the intellectually proud, He deems intellectual pride to be the

root of most of the evil and uses much playfulness of expression in

spend a dispreportionate amount of time condéamning ‘the impure and do
not put into saffiaimﬁ disrepute the sins of the spirit. The
modern world 1s wige according to its own lights, but its wisdom is
foolish and not thabt of Christians. Yet, as ¥, Marehall is so
painfully sware, the blind soramble of the intellectuals to escape
from Christianity into every pagan refuge continues. #And where, he
wonders, will 1% all end?




| |
GHAPTER VII
THE MYTH OF FROGRESS
- It ie chavacteristic of our world today that the material
cause 1s the only genuing csusej that economic determinsnts arve the
sole ones of human events. This is the coarse materialism thab has

' the pawer to weigh down the things of & sevaph == the tyvanny of

1

i

i

i

.l !

memay over human belngs., Necshanical invan'hiens have progressed oub | !

i af all ratio to spiritual perfection. The answer and the andsall ‘bﬁ

| averyming is an eleotric ice«box in every kitchen and a helieeapt&r
; 4n.every back yard. Advocating g rebturn o principle ag the only |
1 effective formula for true progress, Bruce Marshall laughs ab the |
| |

! exponents of that orusading faith whifsh knows nothing but those |
% things that are profitable hers and now, His laughter is the :m:gh;
i tar of the children of Godj the 1@@134;91* we go sorely need these |
da}“#ﬁ

Rich men have becvome too selfish., It becomes harder and
harder. for them to sbandon progperity and live each day as if it
| were their lasbt. They are bored with office routine and erazed
' with the desire of essily gobvten wealih. What ‘bhsay)%:sfm as finune
olal independence becomes avarice for huge fortunss, amagsed by the |
somparative few ab the expense of others, As a result there are

| hundreds of millionaires, and millions of citizens whe cannot earn




a decent livings The wnregulabed wrge of the profit motive and conw
contration on material things hecomes 4 mendce to God and man. |
Father Smith meets this menace ab every turn.

A rage against the rich rose in the priest as
he thought of how easy things had been for them
and how difficult for Anguss It was so simple
for them, with their green lawns and thelr
limousines and their conservatories snd thelr
holidays ab Dinard, to talk aboub what the
would de if they wars workingmen, bubt it wasn't
#0 easy for the wa?kin% wan, esgaecialiy when he
hadn*t any work to do.

A ginple priegh himself, he iz not of the aristocracy. He does the
gpade works he is coversd with dirt commingled with sweat; he is
never too sure he is progressing and yob he goes further than his
confreres who gseem 8o certain of their answers, gleaned from a mate~
rialistic philosophy. Freewheeling of his bicyole between his
missions in Seotland his vonstant solicitude is for his parishioners;
not for their pocketbooks, "That was the only seénse in which ame
bltion was lawful for & Christian: ambition for the work and not for
| #elf,"@ A good man, escure in his Faith, he remains an cbdurabe
idealisb.

The life of Bigow, the insignificant, underpaid, overworked
accountant sheds further light on the evils of utiliterisniém. He
lived in a shabby flat and he wag of those whose wives dle of over=

work and disease that costs oo much te treat. When his wife died,

i
1

§1§ha master of ceremonles "had not bothered to come up stairs because

i

1; Warehail, Bruce, The ‘&Y@rla; the Flesh, snd
: 2& Ibiéiq; ?l 178-




it wam én;L;r 2 cheap funeral.”3 Under economic compulgion to hold
his Job, Bigou reluctantly helps to defraud his own nation by sy
ranging dishonest tax returns for the corporation that employs him,
To Bigou it appears that only the rich with money mania achieve
their goal, as @xemplifiga in the persons. of MM, ?‘&éasa and Duw
pont; his employers. iy me’c;éd énrb ex:‘l:stém:e a:b ﬂtirﬁes-basemﬁ e
bearable and he is d:é:wen to aayt |

1Afe's altogether unjuat, ALY %he world ovey

the poor are starving, and yet in Brauil they

burn coffee to keep the price ﬁp g0 that the

rich é{en‘t; lose ’cshair profits,

As :far Fg;thsﬁ ’H&la::hy, he kaew that *in New York m,éa eareé
mo'e aboub méns_y than rsa;;l.%xaﬁam’fﬁr‘ Regret was his that the counts
'ries of the world did nob ssem bo be ble to think in terms of grace
rather than in terms of eaal; in terms of cathedrale rather than in
terms of sbock ;exahangas; As he scanned the cars drawn ‘ﬂnp -eutaidé
the Qarden of Edén Dance Hall, he reflected Mthat the owners of
| those 'eafs' did not eéme by them bjr‘ i‘raaﬁenting the sacraments,"6
Faor Fa*.shex! Halaehyi And then thare was ‘the worddts attitude toward
hig miracle. The loudwvolced utilibarians, the grinning stocke

brokers, the newspaper syndiua%aa, ‘the matiem pieisura predutzers, and
| the money-mad prema*bars came from negr and far to see and misunder=
stand it. Thers was M, Bleater who demanded that he.make exorbi=
bant payment for the '_:Léss inewxed by the reanéval of the dance hall

3. Worshail, ‘xxc;e, Yellow Tupers for Parig, p. 63.
hn fbiﬂi’ pe 112, ‘
arshall, Bruce, Father Iﬁalaahz;s; mfaala. P 334
6* Ibidc; P 116! o )




from ite former site, There was My, Shyman Bell who vould nob see
the reason why they should nob

some o & gablafactory understanding about

the «= gbout the finsneigl side of this very,

religious «~ of this very religlous niragle,
which Father had brought off. There was Mr. Ink who was interesbed
in the miracle professionally <= mirasle o f:*aud; ‘there was noney |
'in the business: And there were the British who thought the mivacle
in very bad taste and liable to damsge twade, No wonder that Pather
Malachy went back te the life of & cholr monk "which 18, perhups,
s0 useful because 1t 18 so useless "8 |

Stil) using his satire in countless directions in ordsr Yo

make his beloved ehursh more 1:;%131@, ¥r, Marshall alse turns his |
attention toward the.yma@nﬁ day tendenoy to glorily sclence as a, (
sole messure of pragra%s.f We call this an sge of sclence; we sube
stitube it for religlon as a saviour of the human race. Owing to
seience thers will be ﬂa Jails, no insane aeylumg, no cheats, no

murderers, no ganblers, no liars, Science will eliminste passions,

prajudices, and originel sin. Through the glovious medium of
acience wen will love one gnother and will be nade perfech,
Father Smith does no sgree on the matber, He cléims that

history shows that mosh human inventions tend
- %o be used for evil rather than for good pure
poses, If I were Almighty God ~ he says « I
ghould not have ailswed James Watt to watch
that beastly ketble boil, &nd I think I

i Ibidig }3& EQ_BQ i
8& Ioidig ?sﬁ BGQS :




ghould have sileneed NMarconi and Edisen a:é
well. For all these inventions defeat the
main purpese of the Church: that man ghould
be atill and know that Ha is CGod.?
It was & pity, Father thought; that one ever heard anything on
radios ab all. New inventions were coming out much boo guickly and
anusenents were becoming 86 mechanized that people would no longer
nesd bo use intelligence to £111 thely lelsure hourss The newly ope
dained Father Scott saw in the mybh of progress only the reverse of
progresg, 7
For true progress wig moral rather ‘bhan m@@h&né;@
cals 1f there were o be more switched, more bubm
tong, more babteries, thers wust also be move
resbraints, mors ausé@mm&s s more unselfishuess;
more humilities, wors prayers, mam aaﬁtemplamiens
on the real end of manet
The holy Bishep agreed with both the old priest and the young priest)
and he further brought to mind
that far grester than the marvels of traine and
geroplanes and wireless telegraphy was the miva-
- ele of the Blessed Bacrament, in which Jesus
~ came and ceme agaln in a clean white wind 13
8411, selentiste would not belleve, and they would go on thelr none
sensloal and sunless way striving to discover the chemistry of wiras
oles, the mathematics of faith, and the pharwney of the sacreaments.
Politiciane grown pompous in their prebentions naturally be-
come anobher object of Mr, Marshellls effective atabss Under the
misconceptlion that they are contribubting to the advencement of the

community and the i»srar’;l;é -&beut them, they are ecempletely 1@@&1&@ in

-\ 9. VWarshail, TEues, The World. the Fleeh, and Father Smith. p. 55
10, Ibid Loy Po 159.
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the inuer virtue of greast men '@vhe% when 1}{;-’6 to :i:he 't@sﬁ };avg the
understanding and the power to meet It, Within them is no moral
growth; ne true devotion %o the ocause, no generous or self~pacrifie
| cing deisaamﬁeriﬁ. “They are g8 vooks gebbing ready to herald a false
dawn by bhely erowing. |

Bigou thought thab the politicismna were bound to realize that
dishonesty 1n bigh places could not be hushed up forever. What he
did not suspect was how ssay 1t was Zor such men to put tﬁemmlvea
1n a position to step on other peoplets toes. Worldly success was a
geme not meant to be played Ly hlg aimple, ingenuous soul. From

time to time, in Yellow Tapers for Parig, Marshall interrupts the

progress of ifzis tale with a searching swmmary of puerile declsions
on the part of sutheritles, snd their insatiate selfishnessy a sume
maxy whieh provides a gort of derisive aooompaniment %o the steady
descent of hottering psoples into an ébysa of confuslon,

The politicians wenb on gebbing down o things.
It was decided to open the 1937 Bxhibition on
bime. Ib was deelded not te devalue the frang
any more, although of conrse it might elip away
o 130 to the pound., Ib was declded not to
intervene in Spain. It was decided to dake
abern steps to guppress bax evasion and te do
sway with wooden rallway carrisges. It wag dew
gidad not to sbolish five-centime pleceg becauss
the owners of Rolls-Royces and Minerves found
that they still came in very handy for putting
in the plate on Sundays.id

Bruge Marshall indulges in very good liberary sport at the expense

of these politicos who ave so concerned over the word while the

12 tershall, Gruce, Yellow Tapers for Paris, p. 125,




gpirit falters.

Wars are nob due Lo the failure of the Christimn relipion bub
rather to the failure of indlvidusls, such s these ?ﬁlii-iﬁiéﬂs; who
have ceased to follow the teschings of Christ, Thus it is that, bes
cavwe of the fundamental wepknesges 53? 50 many members of the human
rsce, men of right dispositions and small means lose mrmg and legs
in seemingly hopeless wars whose purposes sppesy bo be to make the
world safe for demograsy. Almost sharp in his denuncistion of those
who in betraving thenselvas het%;?ay é&*ﬁiﬁnﬁ; Vershall uses 4o the
full frank snd honest sabire on’ the disillusionrents of wars to end
wars, - ¥en cowrageously go off 4o war believing that the world ls
godng to be & wonderful piaﬁé sfter the battles are won, The svend
dgshes the sxpectation. Vietory comes and after victory there lg
left only the corroding hearts of forgotten heroes and the econowle
depression that makes the z,i*vsss; of the poor even wmore necesslibous,
In & vafe convergstion Verncull pathetically saysr "They told usg
that thia war wasn't going 4o be like the lasgt and that nobedy was
to be allowed to muke mongy oub of 16,913 qp sﬁiﬁé of what the
radio and the press said, Vernsull had come o know that net &1l
were fighting for Christian eivilization, nor would they ever bey
gave by Gé;éis good grace. Hen were hoping to win wars not because
they wers trylug to b&&@g@ better bub h_e@asa they were trying bo
become stronger. It would ‘b-é as the_ F;wﬁsh officer 3&5.& }

Cur grendchildren will sey that it wesn't ouly
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baesuse of the lack of seventy-fives and aerss

planios that Franoe fell ia 1940, Wt aleo bee

ganse Franchmen didn'h listen to the shill,

anall volee in tine of posce,
The sofb-apoken Blshop, who approached so olese Lo sanctity on hig
deatih bed, koew 1%, too; and gave timely advlos to thoss he laft bew
hind, for he wes sure tieb 1if6 wes going to continue bo by hard in

& wordd which did net sesn to wderstand thab

it was abt war solely betause men and womsn

had wob been willlug o go on practising those

reticenoon, noderations, and sbedi ﬁgﬁs aut off

which had grown thelr elvilisatdonyss

*i&;ar@ would not be so much of the true purposs of 1ife losh

to the world if it were nob for tie blare and nolge of & sensatlon~
loving pregs «= g press bhab wuphasized no polate of fiwety to feed
minds and glve them power. itk a ioking of & phrese Mr, Yavshall
draws ot bHlood b ﬁh&l@iﬁﬁ&ﬁ wlrth Lor a werld yaled by newspager
4 slogangs Sane writers ﬁéié write feow g wealth of experience ave mwob
atoupbable to this preus becauss thelr writings, though informetive _
ond £uld of common gense, are condidered “old-Fashionsd" snd unprow
grossive, Sonsabionaliets, on the other hand, from ali welks of
life, can attenk any principls of religion or movality mnd gﬁﬁ
wideat publiclty and :ag@;i"'étvﬂ;g I didnth make sense to Fabher Smith
| that these conditions actuvally existed,as: he was one
why had never besn able to wnderstand how people |
whe apddth thelr infinitives, vesd Cdgar Wallace

fop Eﬁi?ﬁﬁéfﬁ; and believed that black vobe were
waluoky whould be intallectually insulted by the

’il,ig ﬁiﬁitg Pa W
15, mm ﬁa’uﬁm, The éﬁeﬁiﬁ, the I'fl&ﬁ!i; snd Vather SSax,_ith* P 1‘7&




doctring of tf&rssubstantiatiam but then
nothing ever did make sense in the Dally Bugl
which simultanecusly held up for the adwiration
of its readers Steve Donoghue, Dean Inge, the
Delly Sisters, the Ags Khan, and Mrs, Almee
Macpharson £

}

Father Malaohy wasn't at all so sure thab the press was always right|
and that modernist sinners who disd in a state of finsl impenitence
would be sble to escape hell on the ground that no sducated reader

| of the Dally Bugle believed in i%: To sdd to little Bigou's cone

fusion as to the outocome of the war the Paris-3oir felt competent to
shate that

France and Great Britain were still more united

than ever, the enemy was still retreating for—

ward, and the allies were gtill sdvancing backe

wayd, L7
Such was the overwhelning verbiage of the press whose duty should
have been not so much to abtract as to teach,

The myth of progress has fronie bearing on modern problems.

Hrs Marshell ls quick to percelive the hurt Lo God's work in a mabteries
alistic philogophy that turns away from imner faith to outer worksy
in solentific vesearch that lacke its first premise in the Creator 3
in a political sy*atxém that renders unbo Caesar anlyg‘iﬁ wars that
are waged bubt that men may betray themselves over and overj in a
litersry world that embodies in lbs work masterpieces of inaceounacy,
Much of the Church's prayer is woven into his texty the prayer that
all humankind may see gnd understand that Christ has said: "I am the

187 Ibidt; Pe 423,
l?t Warshall, Bruce, Yellow Tapers for Paris. p. 232,
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Way and the Truth and the Life., No man cometh to the Father, but
by me*ﬂiﬁ ' |

I8 John, XIV, 6.




| |
|

CHAPTER VIII

FADS AND FOTBLES
Alert not only to the great underlying causes of human unw
nappiness, but also to those lesser evils and discrepancies which, |

' although not necesssrily sinful in themselves, are the outcome of |

* pagan attltudes and the loss af’ Chiristlan culture and ideals, Mr, )

Marshall does not neglect to play upon the fashlong, foibles, fads
and inanities of an uwltrwsuedern elvilization.

We are living in an age of affectations. what is congidered |

smart this year is oub-dated as the calendsr moves alongs Pasging
| fancies, as they are, fashions never sabisly because it is not in

their nature to satisfy. Because they are produchs of a partieular 1;

{ time or period they cannot please forever. There ia na-bhmg in them*
|

that gives ebernal hope, and often there is nothing in them in them=

selves of positive evil, Be that as Lt myy, the theme behind these |

| modernisms 18 not often the truly Catholic theme of improvement of
| standards in the manner of Alving, refinemen‘t, 1@%:7 and Christlan
aspirations or the enlightenment and elevation of the human race,

| It is rather the theme of 3 pleasant 1ife filled with good things =~

' the raiment and the drink with which the 1ily of the field i8 not |
concerned, More often than not the conseguences of these seemingly .

harmless modern trends in exbernal tastes are more tragle than we

S |



| think, Beautiful Catholic concepbs of 1iving can become swamped
| undér Paris hats. My, Marshall, hinself so fully awave of the danger,

| alternately chuckles and sigh# over many of the passing foolish-

nesges of human foibles, Others he bitterly deplores,

Modern ideas on dress 18 one of his first polnbs of atback.

i%man who wear overalls are in for & soathing. There is also the 1
| guestion of make-up, It is Father Smith who bemoans the fact that |
80 many women make themselves more unattractive than they really are
by painting their 1ips until they ave unable to eat or drink witheut|

leaving some of their artificial beauty behind them on cups and nap-

|king, For the benefit of Miss Agdela and her kind Father Smith pro-
poundgi
I sometbimes 'ﬁ@nder, Miss Agdals, what a fashion- ,
able young woman would do 1f she awoke to find
that her lips had turned permenently over night, i
the colour she painted them.: .
It is bhe same disteste for gewdy display that prompts Marshall to
| deseribe the chorus glvls at Nokth Berwlok ‘Sﬁaﬁien as flubtering
about
in very worldly clothes and, with their golden

halr and ebony halr and with thely high heels and |
with their lips like rivers of bloods s +2 ‘

Young women no longer wore highwlaced boots "because the rubrics had
changed in these mabters:" And they wore thelr coats loossly over

thair shaﬁlﬁem# It was the gead Fortune of Wiss Greta Garbo to have

|
Ty mshan, Brnea, The ?s‘arld.,. the ma};, and Pather Smith. p. 108,
2a Ibid%j Pe 162,
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hit the top in the cinems world because of the superb way in which
ghe could wear a mackintosh, 8o 1t went, and women went about with |
china faces, glass halr, powder puffs, unnaturally thin eyebrows,
and Pekinese dogs hiding their immortal souls. - ‘|

As for man, they are not to be considersd less exaggerated,

There is Alastalr Succoth who is much given to a studled twirl af

his peeudownilitary. méasfbaehe, and there ig Mr. J. Shyman Bell who

| Mas looking very natty in what his tatlors 'haddesembed A8 an

| subumn gray suiting,”3 The Bishop's Bad Brother, althiough along in
years, clung to a middle aged appaarénae by means of his wellwcreage

 ed pergs sult, his bowler ha:b (worn cocked &t a vakish angle) and

! hig very white spats. chsxx@ wore Harris tweed suits with wide
| trousers and susde shoas.

Iudicrous earigéatzués of the manners displayed by thesge wt:rldg
Uings is aﬁa of H—r} ﬁaz—*shall*a s;aeaiaimem Pink-pubty people, *b‘h@:f?
| parade hotel lobbise and stréﬁ;ah their lipy politely when spoken tﬁa;

They az'é. blue~printed in Nr. Ink's face when it pubts on an intense

1

expression that "was intended to convey such sentiments and policies

as honesty, frie:adiiness; snd no Home Rule for Indig, ok They appear |

t

'isa be happy or unhappy only in the measure ’ch-ai% thelr genersl ex-
{pressionlessness will allow, For thsm the kind of ethics that re-
'sults in Christian behaviour wmet bs made anathema. Sooial prow

prietiesn straggiing to emerge from the Christisn instbinet must give

3. Warehall, Bruce, Father Malachy's Miracle. p. 259,
Lo Ibid., pe 222 n ALe
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| none of the qualities of a Mona Lisa with her cslm dstachment and

| bowingss There were alsv, when occaslon called for them, Rotarien

- which means sbsolutely Hathing; Nexbh year the sdceptable farewsll

' when thers are no racing or football results to discuss,. the men

| folk look gloomy and say nothing, Women's conversation, as Father

triwnph of the oult, Reserve is to them s weskness rather than

good taste, a beauty, or a refinement. .The women of the cult have

|
|

reverent meditation, Conservabism is to them s manifestation of
weakness and not a protection for fine feelings, or an indlcation
of strength of character, or strong reasoning powsrs, Thus it is
that in the midat of thelr socisl gatherings there was wlways a

great deal of meaningless chatter,. a great desl of craning to see
who wag who and with whom and in wha®, and a great deal of formal

smiles, great exterior boulevard gestures and imperious waves of
huge cigars.

The manner of conversation among these notables i that evols
ved from the brain cells of' their self-created world. Frighwned to

say "good-bye! because it means something, they part with 4 “cheerio?

will be “chesry-bya" becamas the fashion will have changed. And

Smith views 1%, is
the best antidote to priests seeking their

soclety, beecause it is o inevitably frivew
lous, foolish, and boring.®

Realizing that a barrier of noise is the only possible sereen be~

)
!

5 Warshall, Bruce, The World, the Flesh, and Father Smith, p. 108,
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place te thet which je newefangled, They shrink at nothing for the



tween souls Nors '@ﬁeeath ime&ia%aly strikes up ’a ﬁm#e‘z“sés;‘aicm with
Mrss Shyman Bells -

U1 aderse dogs," sald Nora Sucooth solemnly

| and as though she wers & martyr aboub o be

!

?; Xblﬂé; Pa 3&

burnt for her falth, "rhey're so much more
intelligent than cats, don't you thinkp"

Although there was much wnseen virtus in the %arld, it didn't get
talked about in these eirelsa as szzh an vice did, because virtue
tiidn't have bha s8me ‘gossip value,

Anid all these inconseguentislities, entertainments, amuses

' ments, and & round of dally thrills held & major parts The only

sanction placed on these was that of noveldy. At times the new
thinge wers flying goross the Atlantie, or danecing £er twenty~Lour

hours without stopping, or gebting married in diving suits at the

 bottom of a ewimning pool. Again they were the labest jaaz hits

(for those who found the Psalng of David mnse&n&ic&l), braadeastings,

talkies, or spesd tridls. Alwayas the world went bwlingg bowling,

bowling, and dancing, dancing, dancing, Somebody was elways doing

 something or demonstrating about something. HEverything was "on the

go®e Any modern novel in which the characters behaved as though

they wéz*a alive was ravenocusly Q@Véuf;’ﬁde Father Malachy found it

difficult

i

to imagine the majority of conbemperary
humanity in any parsdise whioh did not syne
gopate Balnt Oregory and whose eternsl sands
wers withoul striped bathing tents and casines,t

8, Marshall, -Bruee, Fathez* Malachy's Miracle. p. 2hk.
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1-éa&ﬁg:s9; Theirs was & failure o realise that it is not how much
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Life for the moderns wag such & sourry. The nolse of buses end aafsé
gnorting up the teeming avenues killed enything like meditation,
Hodern evaluation pleced so mush more sgreesble a premium on living
to the full this life balow then on sesking the life above or con-
tributing positively bo the sselvetion of souls. Beoauss to them
semeness was a ocurse, they would never knew the thrill of monobeny.
It weuld be guibte impossible for them to wnderstend souls who make

& vieit to the Blessed Ssorament every day end never get bired of

wa do, but how we do it that really matbers.
Mr, Mershall neither preaches nor plesds renunciabieon to
those whose weys are ¢ much with the worlds Through his pustomery

boel of ridioule he tries to shed light on man's weaknesses and to

open his ayes to highly colored errvor that se essily leads bto oome

|
plete lose of falth,.As a vellant soldier, he draws upon the srsenal
of hisz words to glve battle to the foibles 56 common to our modern

sarthlings.




SUMMRY |
| - | | -
i like a brick houss, bullt slowly and eamfuily from unin- |

| v‘itiﬁg maberial, Mes Marshall cmatrue&;s Yhe sun total of his phila*
; scphy of life in the aaﬁims impliea%una 80 theughtfully and

1
i
|
[
\
|
l

logically placed in his pages. Starting with little daily experi~

énces as & center of approach, he ¢leverly widens out his rays of |
| atback ta embrace & broad rangs of universal human activity. He ‘
binds together by the mosh tenuous plots thé hopes and disappointe |
%menﬁa of all @od's peeple, Genbly he points out the flaws in these |
| hopes m’ﬁ Siraly ha insista upon the .e'niy true remedies for man's l

{
i

great unhappinesses. Not since the youbthful Chssterton, in a deeply
religious mood, evoked the spirit of comedy to bring mankind to its
sensos has the literary world had anything to compare accurately

with Marshall's peculiar genlus bo panetrate beneath human quirks,
follies, axad gecontricitios into idesals.
 Msrshall's plots are not exciting, yet the hunen interest ,

aronsed by hig superb understanding of human weakness, by his warmth |

of charaiterisation, and by his conbagious humor holde the attention

| ‘and the adniration of the ordinary reader. Because he is kept cixarta
:L:Lng there 1s litﬁi@ time for him bo wince when the sword of sative |

)

s‘brike& home. It is behind this camouflage of bursts of laughter

;tha’s Marghall makes convineing his presentation of Catvhelic belief, |

|
|
i
i
i
{
!
{
H



The reader goon comes to lknow that there wﬁll e a g@«aﬁ- time ag well)
as some good ldeas, Nor can he misg aﬁn.d. tha fun, be he Ga%hali% or
non~Gatholie, the btone of love and brathgrlin@sm that the aather 89
gincerely and umnis%ak-ably employss For, like tha Apostle Paul,
Marshall W‘i&ldﬁ his whip with 4 daap sympathy for the one flayed.
Althaugh he presents an effective and inﬁ@lhgge:ﬁa @isaa of apologe~
tios, 1% 18 evident that his purpose ls not didactic, that he
strives only to lead othors te ses the light as he has seen it and
to throw off spiritusl blindness. Realivlng that he hinmself ls a
eonvert and has borne the ensmy's armer, those who sre not of the
Faith ere far lese lisble to tuke awiss the fact that he has dis-
coverad holes in 4, Realizing thai he never gives cause to suge
pact that he 1g trylng to clear himself of apything that he finds
amisg in his chersctersy those who are of the Faith place trust in
hime The cumulative effech, thevefore, of his work is entertaining
and gratifyingly heartening 4 well ag sobering.

Mrrehall never could have wtbained o hiﬁ Iiterary stature
88 a .ﬁaﬁirixsﬁ hmi he not bad the ability to make people, dialogue
#nd wit .sa thoroughly delightful. It bas been much to his advanbage
also to gain hig polnbts without any show of bibterness. Oweetly
serious, with a clear axnd reasoning galety, bhle almost lyrical pas-
aages carry the réaﬁ@r on with & kind of gusbo that doss not weary.
Too, thers ls ever an unexpected charm in his twm of & phrase thab
sngagen and intrigues one. Because his motives are vrevealed in such

a quist, unassuming volce, his reader stops to lisbten. DBecause his




assertions are broademinded and intelllgent, one accepbs them, Ale
though occaslonally he indulges in a not too offensive touch of senw
timentality, a8 a rule he blends real vitality and freshness with -
caugtic snd comprehénsive wit inbe a uniform and balanced texture.

To attain desired effects Marshall uses & device of repetl-
tion (abt tiwes almosh maddening) a¢ old as Homery The mame epithets
cone -back again and again, biting like seid and forodng inbe the
readerts mind @ reslization of the deadly wonobony end the coms -
placent boredom of the purely semsuous life.  This device has been
used very successiully by satiriste down through the ages; and M,
Marshall 18 just ag successful. He also employs wnususl phrases to
awaken him readers -One is frequently diverted by this phrasing
from the sevlousness of the theme. Sometimes he falls into T3 Rl
ocongeliougness in writing, overweighting his irony by toe much plag=
fulness of expresgion, or naking his mediaevalisme queint. Again he
employe curiously strained simileg, as though he had seid to himself
that to sound strangs would be to sound strong., OUn the whole, thoughy
HMarshallte satire 18 as well writben av 1t ig enbterbaining and wise.
It is brilliant satire brilliantly presented. His sbyle is finigh-
ed, easy flowing, simple, and almost conversstional, Many of his
passages can profibably and pleasursbly be read and re-read for the
veauby of the language in which they are clothed, He has done soma-
thing really new with words and ssntencess

Bruce ¥arshall's fancy for amuging ecclesissticlsums has been

a canse of distress to some whe are nobt used to langhter in the pule




pit. Perhape he doss caricature and exaggerate the clergy offen-
sively in the eyes of some, bub we must remember that he is dealiug
in sabvire, He sees the Phuman side" of the Chureh. He songiders
priests human, and yet priests, He believes his veligion to be Lrue
enough to stand the truth being told sbout the shortesmings of some
of 1be exponents. Tt 1s the same netive, and not & m—liéiauss tne,
that causes him to atback the greed end bigotry of those outside the
Church thabt makes him also hard on those within the fold whe fall te
regpond in & higher degres to the message of Christ,

Othors have acoused Marshell of oecasiongl vulgarity, Bub.
his vulgarity is aluwost a relief from the delicate snd well~bred
obseenity that fills the yéfages of our wmodern best sellers. Hiz go=
| called vilgarisus are ab worst nere fly specks on & shinlng surface.

Bt111 others feel that in his aiety to corvect the nebtion
thet Catholies sxaggerate the gravity of sime of impurity he leans
too far tha other way and slwmost condones them, Haorshall has ne ine
fenblon of conveying this impression, He atbeomphs mily to creabte &
ﬁeﬁtéf balance in our goneral atiitude toward ‘si-n, and to meke bhe
beautifol in life more begutiful by conbrast.

Many writers have the haégy faculty of being able to write
novel after novel that eguals or gurpg_aaes thelr £irst attenmpb. M.
Harshall is not of thet happy company, It is surprising theb he
could have wribten so much with 8o few resl successes. To me it is
¥arshallts three works,

Yather Holachy's Miracls, The World, the

Flogh, gnd Yathor Smith, and Yellow Tapors for Paris that fall bost




into the line of pure literature. They are exceptionally fine exe
anmples of the matiricsl novel. Through books such gs these the hard
| dostrines of the Church are 'made. extremely beautiful and éalahable
o the largest possible sudience of resders. I personally admire
and appreciate most in Marshall his quick sense of that which is
pretenﬁiaus, dishonest or euwardly, and hig ability to put the
gspiritual into dally lives in such a way that it has much of the eftw
foct of praying. Marshall's pages are nob only good and representa~
tive satire, but they are alse a work of Catholic action,for through
his chosen mediwn of satire he has brought home to the world about
| bim much goodness and truth that cannot be imposed through violence
or force, :
One who undertakes the sabirical has no easy task before him.
It is too early to estimate wholly the worth of Bruce Marshallts
endeavors, but certainly he has made a worthy snd distinguished cone
tribution te a contemporsry movement that, should it fall short of
the Golden Age of Satire, can hardly fail to surpass it in exuberant

abundanceé.
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