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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to trace the
development of Portland'a public aécandarywschacl
system from itg origin in plonger @ays down to the
present era. Truly, it is an inteéeating and
inspiring story, especially to those who have been
identifisd with the Portland publie schools, either
ag sbtudents or teachers. (

It is worthy of note that Portland's
educational development parallels the growth of our
nation from a primitiva; ploneering, sgriculiural
sbtage to the highly urbanized and complex civilization
of today. From the crude iog cabin on First “trect
wheéa the Three R's were taught, to the present
modern, sclentific organization with equipment valued
in the millions of dollars, is indeed a remarkable
transformation. |

Ag happened elsewhere, educational progress
in Portland was brouzht aboul under fthe able
leadership of certain dynamic individuals, supported
by enlightened publie opinion. Public opinion,
however, was not invariably enlightened. As late as

the 1880's, a prominent editor in our stale opposed

wle
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publiecly=supportsd high schools,

Emphasis will be placed on the individusl
sugerintenééntsg thelr periods of administration,
and the priﬁeiﬁai events taking place in public~school
affairs ﬁuring thair various terms. Every period
had 1ts sha%e of problems, controversies, and dllemmas.
The inﬁefatigabla spilrit of the sarly plonsers was a
dominant faéter in the suecessful solution of many of
thege §Peb1éms along with the feorcsful influsnces of
the superintendents, each of whom made some worthwhile
contribution to the system. It can be sald that we
owe a debt of gratiftude to these men and women who
were s0 insistent and selfwsaerificing in acéuiring
the better things of 1ife, one of which is education,

In relating the story of the secondary-school
system of Poprtlaend the wriﬁ%r 1s eonfronted with the
necessity of omitting detalls which are of vital
interest and importance, bub are of such magnitude
that they meke their record impossible.,

To a very considerable axtent the problem will
be one of -distinguishing and evaluating the
supsrintendent®s influence in the development of the
school system and the courses of study. The purpose

is o ses what has been done so that we may better
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ﬁndgrstanﬁ whal there 1s to do in the future.
Sgeondary educations a8 Lirst established in
our c¢ounbry, functioned effectively in terms of the
needs of selectsd students, but as the times changed
the schools continued their btraditional practices and
the result was an increasing institutional lag.
Gventually, & new kind of school emerged in order to
meet new demands. The i&tin grammar schocl was
superseded by the ﬁeaﬁa%yg and finally the Acadsmy
gave way bto the free publie high schoole
| Since the early history of high schools,
inereasing enrollments, new social requirements and
new theories of learning have conpelled a sonbinuous
reconsideration of educational objectives. And
today the btraditional subject-matier organization is
being challsnged more than ever before. 4&s for the
educatbional cbjéctivas of earlier days, bthese can
bs discovered by an analysi% of such things as
curricula and by a careful consideratlion of the relative
emphasis laid upon various aspects of school 1lifes
Baeh guperintendent had his personal 1ldeals and
principles in regards to these objectlives, as will be
shown throughout this thesis. &n attempt is made to

follow the various itrends 1n educatlion from the sarly




beginnings, & simple education in which the Three R's
were prsdeminsntly taught, to the present day iIn which

speclalized education hag taken over.




CHAPTER I

The Oregon country holds & unique place in the
history of the United Stabes for several regssons. It
is the first region on the comst to which the United
States made elaim and the first to which title was
established, It was the first to receive regular
migrations from the States. It was the only region
jointly cccupled by Great Britain end the United
S8tates and the only territory where a Provisional Gove
ernment had existed, supported by ciltizens of both
nations,; Iighting 1ts own Indian wars and carrying on
until Congress organized a Territory in 1848 and

eateblished a Governor at Oregon City in 1849 (1),

Barly settlers in the Oregon country. When

the early settler arrived in Oregon, it was hisg good
fortune to Find a powerful organipation on the ground
prepared to relieve his wants., This was the IHudson's
Bay Company headed by Dre John NeLoughlins It was the
gim of Dr, Meloughlin to make the gmerican as safe
and comfortable as possible during his first winter in
the Oregon country.

The mildness of the Oregon ¢limate was

conducive to good health, Water was plentiful and




fish and geme were In abundance and easy to obtain.
There was an ample supply of lumber because of the
enormous growth of timber on the mountain slopes and in
parts of the Willamette Valley and the soll was
excellent. The greatest hardshlp of the ploneer was
his isolation, due not merely to the small population
but to the distante which he volunbtarily placed
between himselfl and his neighbors on asccount of thé
generous Donation Land Taw. Th@#a were no Indlan
troubles in the sarly plonser period, and there was
no danger from vagabonds and criminals,

The ten years from 1841 to 1851 saw Oregon
develop from a country undsr conitrol of a British
monopoly, the Hudsonts Bay Company, te an orgeniged
territory of the Unlted States.

The first organiped immigrant to Ovegon wis a
result of the activities of the Rsvegand Jason Lee,
who gave lectures in Illinols duringzﬁha winter of
1837«38. It was in the spring of 1839 that nineteen
men started to Oregon; however, only five of the
original number reached the Willamette Valley (2).

This incident was the beglnning of migration to
Oregon which grew from year to year, sc that by 1849,
the date of the first officlal census of the territory,
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there were more than 2,000 people in the Oregon
country (3).

Ploneer developwent of the Willamette Valley.

The Willamette Valley was the destination of the
greater part of the lmmigrants. This was because the
Valley was the most suilteble place to be colonlzed.
The Willamette Valley contained all the desirable
elements conducive to the establlishment of a.hcmeﬁ,”r
The region was partially open pralrie with ﬁimbér
along the streams (4),

There early setters were a p@nple'éf atrong
character and endowed with an sbundsnce of native
intelligence inherited from thei:'piﬁneer ancestors.
They had arrived in the t@rrgtﬁéy from the North
Central States, dass@nﬂangsféf people who were also
plonsers in their own sections of the aeuntry.aﬂé used
to the many hardships that were endured in the wild
frontier 1ife of thelr time. The soclal background
of these settlers was of the common variety, for the
Middle Weat in the fortles was by no means the
eultural center of our counbry.

Developrent of the eity of Portland. Portland,

located in the northern part of the Willametite Valley,

developed rather slowly in those early days. There




was no sudden boom sueh as other clities of the west
had experienced, The psople worked extremely hard
and diligently for whatever compensatlon they could
galn in order that they might carry out an existence.

The California gold strikes diverted many
gettlers, and would~bs gettlers, from ﬁrsgan¢
Therefore from the very sarly beginnings, Portland and
vieinity was %o be made up of a stable and home-~loving
type of people. Portland retsined the concepts of
propriety and morality which had come ﬁa its people
from thelr ancestors of New England. |

The first school e¢stablished. The first school

established in the Oregon country was taught by John
Ball at the Hudson's Bay post of Fort Vancouver. It
was opened in 1832 during the days of the fur traders
and before either missionaries or setilers had entered
the reglon (B).

About 1835, Jason Lee opened a school at the
HMethodist misslon at Mission Bottom, and 1ln the early
18408 the settlers and Indians were able to send their
children to elementary schools established at various
places cenbered around the most densely populated areas,
The Roman Catholics also started schoola in the

settlements about 8t. Paul, teaching white and Indian




children alike.

Barly asgitation for frees schools. In his
message to the legislature of the Provisional
Government, delivered in 1847, Governor Abernethy said
in part; "The cause of education demands youpr
gbtentions Bchool distriets shouvuld be formed in
several counties, and school houses buillti teachers
to be employed by the people, I have no doubt™ §).

We van observe. from this spesch that the governor and
tﬁa people of this early Oregon country had the
intention of establishing sehsélag 7

In the early agitation for free schools, a
prominent part was taken by the Heverend George He
Atkinson, often referred to as %he father of public
educatlion in Oregon.” Bub this agitation produced
little in the way of conersbte results until the
Terribory of Oregon was officially organized in 1848.(7)

Land set aside for school purpogses. Under the

terms of the Nathan Dens Act, and the Ordinance of
1787, two sectlions of land in each bownship werse set
aside for gchool purposes. The local authorities
were to administer the land so that the profits could
be uzed for the support and furthering of education,

If the school lands were wisely ussd, a good public
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school system could be maintalned without imposing too
great o burden upon the buxpayers. The law provided
that the money obialned from the sele of such school
lands should be put inte a school fund, and that only
the interest from the fund should be spent for school
purposes. The law also provided that an equal amount
of money should be apportioned to the education of
every child, regardless of where he might live withiﬂ
the boundaries of the berritory.

Huch of this rich land, a gift from the
government , was sadly wasted in a few Shﬁrt-F§&T$@
The land was covered by valusble %imbér that today
would be worth millions of dollars, This was sold or
traded to speculators for the'pitiahlefﬁamfafﬂa’f@w**;
dollars an acre. The resulbing fund of sehool money
ig in consequence so smell that today the cliizens
of Oregon must psy large amounts each yesr us taxes
for the support of the public schools., The grasping
and unscrupulous "lend thieves" of ploneer days are
even yet literally astealing from the pockeis of the
people who were entitled to the full value of those
lands seb aside for school purposes (8).

Life in these early days of Oregon was quite

simple, I a person could read and write and knew
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‘enaugh arithmetic to add up bills and to keep simple
accounts, he had enough education to make a showing
in the world, A'kﬂawlaégﬁ of advanced subjects was
unnecessary (9).

The tsrritorial leglslature passed the act of
September J, 1849 designed to set up a system of free
public schools, created bthe irreducible school fund,
and levied a tex for the support of the common
sah@elsﬁ A provision was included for the bilennial
election of & school superintendent by the legislature.
Provisions were made for the ezawmination and certifi-
cation of teachers. A school éemmissian was Lo be
appointed in each county to divide it into school
districts. A 1little later, the state superintendency
was abolished; and was not re=established until 1873,

The privabte end denominational schools.

Authorities seem to agree that the first Portland
school commenced 1ts session in the fall of 1847 (10).
This first school was conducted by Dr, Ralph Wileox,
and was a rabte bill school, a plan whereby each pupil
agreed Lo pay a certain rate per guarter. Another fee
school was opened in February, 1848, by Julia Carter,
These were both private schools of a temporary nature.
In December of 1849, Horace Lymen begen his schooll




in the "achool~house" on the West side of the Willame
ette river. The builéing which was constructed for
the purpose was bullt by Colonel William King on First
end Qak Streets.

In April, 1850, Cyrus A. Beed opened a school
in this same "schoolshouse" which lasted three months
and waz followed by anobther taught by Delos Jefferson
in August of the same year. These were also of a
temporary nature,

The last of the private schools to préﬁeéﬁ e
public institution began in December, 1850, with
Reverend Nehemlah Dosne in charge. It,nﬁerats& on
the principle that every one aheulé'ﬁava equal
opportunity to take advantage a?;tﬁg instruction

offered, This school was in operation for nine months,

The first public school. The opening of a real
public school under the leglslative act of 1849
oceurred December 15, 1851 (11). This came about
largely through the efforts of Horace Lyman, William
Me King, Josia H. Falling and a number of otheyr
prominent ecitizens who had besn campalgning for the
regular organlzation of a school district since 1848,
48 a result of their wark; John T. Quthouse began

teaching regular classes on December 15, 1851 (12).
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This school was held in the “school~house", the same
bullding that was used by the sarller private schools,
The opsrating costs of thls school consisting mostly
of Mr., Outhouse's salary, were partly covered by taxes
voted in accordance with the new sducational act. The
remainder of the money was secured from the county
school fund., Hiss Abigall M. Clarke also was employed
to help Mr., Outhouse, who eventually left farcaﬁher’;
work in March, 1883, and she took over alone until the
sunmer of the same year. ) .

Tt was not until 1854 that s.naet: of the
territorial leglslature forced kh@féﬁlleetiﬁn of one
- mill tax in every saunﬁry for gaﬁmmn school purposes(ld).

Organization of §ﬁh@§11§istr;et'ﬁse 1« After

this twoeyear interim, anvaﬁgust 11, 1884, J. M.
Keeler, country school superintendent of schools,
announcsd that he was ready bBo organize school
distriets, and about this time, Thomas Frazler began
agltating foy the reopening of public sehools (14).
After five fallures in his attempts to pet a school
maatiﬁg wlth a quorum, he succeeded and a meeling was
called for December 18, 1854, At this meeting & school
board made wp of Thomas Fraziser, W, 5. Ladd, and

Shubrick Horris was chosen.
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The constitubtion on which the territory
entered the Unlon, framed in 1857, directed that "the
Legislative Assembly shall §ré§ié@ by 'law for bthe
establishment of a uniform and general system of
cormon schools™ for the state, To asslst in the
meintenance of such s state school system a state
school fund was created, and its use and method of
distribution were provided for in the new
constitution (1B8).

Two districts were orgenised; the soubh
distriet, referred to as Number 2, opened s school in
the autumn of 1885, The older dlabrict, still known
as Distriot Number 1, opened a school in the fall of
18585 under the leadershilp of Sylvester Pennoyer, who
later became governcor of Lthe Stabte of Oregon,

The schools in both districts were hampered by
the lack of funds, and after the close of his school,
the one locabted in Digtrict Humber 2, Colonel J. Hs
Keeler reslized the futility of btryling to mainbain
two school districts in such a small communibty, tried
to bring about a consolidabtion,

On petition of the eltizens of District
Number 2, County Superintendent W. F. Boyakin issued

a notice of consolidation on March 31, 1856, with the
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provision thﬁﬁ each dlptrict should pay itz own debis
conbrrobted bo date . A weebing was called for April
16, 1886, at the "School Heuwse." AL this mebing

ol ficers wore ¢leobed and the conséllidetlion had telen
place uniting Dlabriet Huwber 1 snd Ei&t?iat Humbeyr &
under the heading of Schesl District Number 1 (18).

The first new schoolboume bullb. Enbhusisen

Loy gohools seemsd fo have dled down lor shoub two
years untll 1850, wben s new schoolhvuse was bullb,.
This was. g distrliet sehool bulilding locabed on district

wroperty. It was finsnced atb the expense of suspendling

by

sehool work for one yesrs I thle way e 0ld Cenlywl
rﬁﬁhﬁﬁi came into existonce at BIxih and Worrlsun
Streats on the albte now vocupled by the portland
Hobel (17}«

This noew sehool was equally a8 popular as any
of the privets or denominutional elerenbary schoole
Prowm 18568 to 1866, this school graduslly developed
with Iull esurses ol primery, iﬁt@véﬁﬁigta and higher
ranks . There wis & generel growth in the nunber of
pupils attending throughout those yoursa.

fry 1871 the public achools of Portland had
pagsed theough thelr ezperlisental stabe and wers on

more even terms with the privete snd denominatloual




sohools. They were in permanent bulldings erscted for
the purpose and they were considered as permanent
institutions, The public schools in operetion at this
time were as followsy Ceontral school (opened 18868},
Harrigon (1866), Colored (opened 1867 and abolished
1878), and ﬁﬁrﬁh {1868), These schools were all
supported from the same tax and the same board that

emploved the teachers.

The courss of study in the early schools, The

gourse of study for this period stressed the three R's
and nature study was Jjust beginning o be taught along
with printing, writing, phonetics, nsbural sclence,
drawing and orel composition. The aystenm at this

time was complebs in outline and becowming well
established,. There was a consistent gain in the
application of the principle of a free education for
all, and althoupgh there have been many Aifliculties

encountered, conalderable success had been realigeds

Lstablishwent of the Portland High School. Now

that the elementary schools were quite well &evelép&é,
there arosge a demand for the establishment of a high
schools, This demand came aboub quite naturally

beesuse of the growth of the school gystem and the
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&égir@ for more advanced learning above that which was
being offered in the grammar schools.,

The Board of Directors on Aprlil 14, 1869,
unanimously pessed a resolution instituting a high
school, The first nobice that appeared concerning
this important branch of the Portland school systen

appeared in The Qrﬁgaﬂig@ as followsg

We are informed by Judge Shattuck that the
gublic achools will be opensd on Monday, the
19th, inst., under the direction of the same
teachers as wers engaged last term, except for
the Macadam Road Sechool and the Colorsd Sehool,
for which teachers have been employed by the
new Board of Directors, The organizaticn of the
sehoolg will remaln unchangsd during the first
week and an examinstion will be had of pupils to
be admitted to the High Schools The design is
to open the High 8chool on Monday the 86th inst.,
if a sufficient number of puplls qualifisd for
admliasion are found in the other departments (18),

This new school was to be called the Portland
High School. It was opened in g secabion of the
North Schiool bullding sebt aside for this purpose.
The fiéﬁt enrollment mumbér forty~Lfive puplils and the
first principal was Professor J« W. Johnason, A.We,
who later became the Ilrst president of the University
of Uregon. He served as principal of the high sghqal
for about seven years. | |

At this time The Oregonian was highly in favor

of the new school and published several editorialsg
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complimenting the dirvectors for makiﬁg.such & move

and commenting on the eventual success of the venture.
This was a far ery from the sbtand taken by the sawme
newspaper aboubt btwenty years later under the
editorship of Harvey W. Beotbt, which will be discusasd
later in this siudy. The course of study adopbed

for the high school at thls time will be included

in the next chapber uﬁdar‘$m§eriﬁtend@nt Bamuel W,

King's administration.
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CHAPTER 1T

the puperintendent’s role in goucations Behool
superintendents furnish the lesdershiy and aséapﬁ all
pesponsiblilities for eaﬁﬁuﬁtiﬁg p hepymonious and
efrieient edusationsl systeme #s head of
a@m&&iaﬂ@&ﬁi@aﬁ the superintendent is called upon to
pogsess knowledrn and intsllecbugl interests thab
ave broader than those of any one professloni. without
this knowledge and these interssis he ﬁ&ﬁﬁ@t=ﬁ$§
effoctively a8 the chermel of gommuniontion belween
the school board and the teachers who organize the
surriculun end carry on instructlon, ﬁé say nothling
of taking the lesdership expocted éf bim i suel
matborss A$ hosd of the sehools he iz subjeet Lo
impacts from nearly all the inberests, good and bad,
thet operate in the communibys not ﬁéxﬁly to those
foushling h@a&t@i or publle works, or the ralief of
depornidents, Jio hes undey his gﬁriséiétiaa ¢hildren
from practically all sectlons of the comenmibty and
from overy walk of life, Literally nothing that
poes on in the community is allen to hine The very
sabure of his office lmposss peculiar éﬁtias upon

hime. His work is 1n the domain of kaowledpe snd
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aspirationg and often the less that is heard aboutb
it, the better it is dome. The role of a school
superintendent in g elty the size of Portland is

truly an imporiant one.

Mr. King elected first superintendent. Samuel

We Bing was slected to be the first city school $u§eras‘:

intendent on June 30, 1878. There was a demend faﬁ"J
gome gort of sgtandardization in the school syg@éﬁ»at
thaet time, and this was the deciding ragtgrfiﬁ the
gehool board's decision to elect a augﬁigntendanta
An individual wes desired who could establish a
definite patitern of a?ganizatiog; The need was foxr

coordination snd centralization of authority.

A new examinabtion plan. Mr. King immediately

inaugurated s plan of administering monthly and final
examinatlons. Theze were uniform in all schools and
promotion of pupils depended entlrely on whether or
not they aéulé pass these examinations. At the same
time the efficlengy of the teacher was determined

by the per cent of his or her puplls that did qualify
for taking advanced studies. The results were then
published in the local newspapers, and included in

these publications were all of the pupilst! names,
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their grades and the names of the schools they were
abtending. The examinations were given orally and
the students were required to answer at least seventy
per cent of the guestiong corrveetly in order to pass
the course. These examinatlions were very exacting
and quite extensive, requiring about two weeks to
complete bthose given at the end of sach halfeyesr
period,

| on Pebruary 12, 1874, the {irst wriltien
examinabtion in the history of the schools was giv&né
for promotion from the grammay school to the high
gchool. 71t consisted of ten questions on each of the
following subjeets; Arithmetic, Mental arithwebtic,
Grammar , Geography, History, Physiology and
Spelling {1).

At this time The Orsgonian published the

followings

The examination was conducted by a board
consisting of the head principsls of the
public schoolsy Professor J. M. Williamson,
I Wo Fr&tt; S Hoe ﬁiﬁg, Js Wa Jﬂhﬂﬁﬁng Hrs
Preeman and the Multnomah County School
Superintendent, the Neverend T. L. Ellotl,
Reverend George Abkinson was alsoc selected
by ¥r. BEliot and other membersg comprising
the Board,; to assist in the examinations.
The exemination was strietly written, and
wag conduected on a far more thorough,
systematic and perfeet plan than could have
possibly been arrived at by an oral one (2).
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Only eleven of the fifty four taking the
szemination at this time received the necessary grade
of seventy or above.

Promotion by subjeets was not the practice
and 1f a pupil did not meet the minimum standerds in
every subjescet he would have to raﬁeat the entire termis |
work in all the subjects. Mr, King placed a great
desl of importance on his system of ezaminations.
His point of view is delinitely expremsed by the
corments he makes In an symual report:

It 1a true there iz a greab deal of labor
in examining several hundred pupils twice s
your, yeb the results obtainable at the end of
the school year amply repay for all exbra tine
and efforts. The plan has wmany advantages,
and offers inducements to pupils that are not
found in the system of annusl examinations.
If a pupil fall in his examinations, 1t certainly
is better for him to review his work during the
five months than to keep him back the entire
year. The sxaminatlions proper werse all made in
ten days, and were thorough and strietly impsrtial
throughout .

If a pupll failed 1t was simply beceuse he
had not performsd the work required prior to
promotion and therefore ought not to be advanced
to a higher class or grade. :

Bystem, order, dispateh and promptness have
characterized the examinations and exerted a
healthful influence over the pupils by stimulating
them to be thoroughly prepsred to meet their
appointments and engagements. Next to New England
elimate, these sxaminations necessitate Industry,
foster promptness and encourage puplils to do the
right thing at the right time. The stimulus given
to all school work and the momentum derived from
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the asilent, yet potent educationsl forces
surrounding the pupils, all combine to make them
asctive, useful and intelligent men and women (3).
The preceding paragraphs give a partlal plefure
of the atbitudes and ideals with regard to sxaminabions
that ¥Mr. King was trying to introduce into the Portland
sehool system during his period of administration., It

can be looked upon as & sort of efficlency campalpgn.

Regular attendance stressed. Wr. King was also

extremely conscious of the abtiendance problem in the
schools. The importance of the matter from hia point
of view is shown rather olsarly in the reference he
makes in one of his annual reporbsg

The great decrsase in the number of tardiness
in our schools is truly encoursging, yebt, when
comparsd with the schools of other eitles, it is
very obvious that we are behind in securing hablits
of prowptnessz in meeting engagements. Certainly
$hils tact cannot be pcontemplated with satisfaction.

It is very desirable that a better showing be
made the snsulng year. This can be accomplished
by an earnest covoperabion of the assistants in
each school with the principal. Lest puplls
thoroughly understand at home and in the c¢lass
room that "going to school" is a business second
to none in importance and one which demands their
best thoughts and efforts to make it a success {(4).

In November, 1873, Captain Ainsworth, one of
the msébars of the scheol board offered a resolution
to adopt the btext-books requirsd by the State Board of

Lducation, but the resclution was tabled. From the
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t4me of establighing of the office of Btabe
Supsrintendent of Public Instruction in 1873, the
stabe board of educabion had assumed that some
measurs of secondary education should be a part of
- the publle school aystem of the state. On the basls
ef this assumption, text-books had been selected for
some high school subjects, in addition to those chosen
for the grammer school branches. The following
appears smong Rules and Regulations of the Btate
pBoard of Educabtion printed in 1874
In high schools and othsr schools of advanced
grade,; the fellowing-named studies together with
such others as the dirsctors may prescribe may be
taught in addition to those previously mentioned
for the common schools) Higher Arithmetic, Algebrs,
Geomebyy, General History (advanced), Composition,
Physlology, Natural Philosophy, Chemlstry, Botany,
Bookkeeping, and Belence of Government
{Optional) (B}
This regulation stood unchanged for twenty
six years excdept for additions of Hyglene snd Voeal
Music 1in 1887, Astronomy and Geology in 1881, and

Letin and Physical Geography in 1800.

The courge of study of this pericd, 1In 18Y3

the high school course of sbtudy for the Portland
school system included headlng, Writing, Spelling,
Higher Arithmetic, Algebra, Geomebtry, Trigometry,
English Grammar, Rhetorle, Hlstory, English Literature,
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Physioclogy, Bookkeeping, Philosophy, Chemistry,

Astronomy, Geolegy, French, German, Labin, Greek and
Drawing {6). When one gonsiders the brief period of
time that the high school had existed this course of

study can be considered very broad and complete.

State text-books adopted. The state text~books
ware adopted by the Portland system in December, 1873,
pxcept in arithmetic, and 1t was ruled that after
Mayeh 1, 1874, all classes would be required to have
the state texts.

At the close of Hr. King's first year as
superintendent, in response to a resoclution of the
Board, he made a formal report of the year!s work,
the first report of ité kind, The followling year his
second report was gﬁesaﬁéed in ascordance with the
rule reguiring an annuel report from the school
superintendent. JIb is dus to this practice that the
city of Portland has s véry complete and satisfactory
-record of its public schools and educational

schisvements.

Ancreased attendsnce creabtes e housing problem.

At the end of June, 1876, the four Fortland ¢ity schools
had an enrollment of 1,870 pupils. The boys outnumbered
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the girls by 200, O the total enrollment, 161 were
high school students. (7)

The school population was increasing rapidly
during Mr. Xingls period of administration making the
housing problem a sericus aifficulty. Various small
buildings, some of which had been stores, were leased
and used as clagsrooms for the primary grades to take

care of the increased school abtendance,

Forelgn language study as a weans of improvement

In Enegllish. In accordance with the course of study

adopted in 1873, every student was requlred to study
at least one of the language courses, Labin, German or
French, There were many objections made by parents

in 1875 in regard to this requirement, bubt on the
contrary, they asked for a thorough practical English
course. Mr. King convineed his pabrons that owr
power of expression in using our own language 1s
increased by knowledge which we pgain by studying
languages other than our own.

A Superintendent King had a somewhalt strenuous
beginning in teying to indoctrinate the system and the
community with his principles and ldeals. He did
however, adopt some worthwhile things of significance

during his four years of leadership. He alded in the




@

establishment of the public school library in 1875,
which required applications to be filed prior to July
by all teachers wishing to be rewsngaged by the
district: 4 salary schedule was alsoc adopted for the
teachers and janltors, whieh met with hearty approval

by all those affected by 1t

Griticism of Mr., King. He was a thrifty and

industrious men and he believed that the principals
and teachers might wall make small repairs in and aboub
their bulldings, and to that end furnished them with
some small tools and instructions on how te use them.
This fact, along with his other rather stringent
poelicles, aroused some resentment and it all culminabed
in an attack on hiwm in the early pesrt of 1877. A
considerable number of communiecations and editorials
appeared in the locel newspapers, some eriticizing,
others defending, Mr. King. In a lstter that Mr. Xing
wrote ab this time he stated that he would not again
accept the position of superintendent, & post he would
have preferred to leave the previous year for the
prinelipalship of an elemenbary school (8),

At the c¢lose of the year Mr. King was made
principal of Central School, In compliasnce with his

request made previously, Mr. Thomas H. Crawford was




elected bto succeed him as superinbtendsnt,

Summary. The schools had made very satisfactory
progress during his administration. There were notable
improvements in such vital matters as absence,
bardiness, trusncy, énﬁ diseipline,; althoupgh some did
not think that the rules and regulations pertaining to
these mabters were falr Lo the children. His methods
of conducting examinations were praciical in many
ways and sufliced for the pericd until more advanced
methodsg could be bthought of and put inbo practlee. One
mst remember thaﬁ during hisg entire term of office,
Mr. King was required to teach one-halfl ¢f eaeh day
in the Eigh Sehool, His position was a strenudous one
and he handled it most efficlently and compsbently.

Superintendent King had shown courage and
intelligence in standardiszing snd organizing the
system, and 1t must be pointed oub that his periocd of
administration wes genevally considered a successful
onos 5

Séﬁsral years later Mr. King retired from the
teaching profession and entered privabte business. He
and his son were among the originsl members of the
department store known as Olds,; Wortman and King, which

ig one of the largest of its kind in the city of
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Portland today.
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CHAPTER IIX

Thomas He Uraviord elected superintendent.

Towsrd the end of the year 1877, Thomes ¥. Crewford wes
slected supsrintendent of ths Portlend schools
susceedling Samuel We Fing. The period of v,
Crawford's administretion, extending from 1877 to 1888,
‘£$¥§$ﬂﬁiﬁ§?&§ one of the most important and eventful
in the annals of the sysbtems It is olten referred to

ad a "progressive vevolution,®

Fublisgliy of exeninations siliminated.

Pirst majer change in the systenm made by Mr. Orawlord
was to shop the practice of making public the results
of the ezaminations {1}, The long and drawneoud
gyasbom of exeminatlions was retalned, with sows minor
changes bealng made from bime to times The teachers
were in favor of this move and sooperabed with him to
bring about this chengs. Previougly, the exuminstlion
systenm of My, King was a straln on them as well as on
the puplle. Wr. Crawlord had a- zeal fopr proupiness
and regular attendence and this was reflocted Lo guite
& degree by taking note ol the abtendsnce records of
L8382 There were no cascs of terdiness in the high

sohool oub of a total of B0L pupils. Hany of the
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parenta sbjected sirenuously to these tactlos of tho
administration, for pubting so greab a strezs on
regular attendance did not seem as imporiant to them
g6 1t 4id Lo the superintendent. They felt thab too
much pressure was belnp exerted on them in the sifort
to keep thelr chilldren so puncbunl. Mr. Crawford had
axﬁr&aréiﬂgfg poysuasive powers, and after personal
talks and meebings with dissatisfied parents, he
guiekly won them over to his way of thinklng.

The housing problem resulbs in some new bulldingsg.
The housing problem was beooming worse and the only
solubion ssomed bto be gome new bulldings., In 1879
the Park Sehoeol was completed mnd ready Ior uge in
September, This was considered to be & very fine
bullding (8Ys In ¥ay, 1879, Jjust pregeding the
epening of the new Park Sehool, the Harrlsen Bireet
sehool was destroyed by Tire. ’?hg fioard 3&%@@1&%@2?
began plans for the srection of a new bullding at the
sams slte, ?h@»grﬁaﬁar-@ar%i&n.mf the Harrison Sehool
puplls were accomodated by the Lsdd Sehool unbil
Pebruary , 1880, when thelir own new bulldlng was
openied. Some other new bulldings erected during this
nerlod wers ?&il&ﬁg sehool in 1882, and Coush Zehool
in 1683
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In 1883 the conbtract was drawn up for a new hizgh
schoul whiech was (o be completed by 1884, bub this
bullding wag not sebually finished wnbll September,
18686, because of [linaneial difileultles. After the
necessary money was vobted for and approved, the
bulldling was rushed to completlon and made svallable
for schoul unse in September, 1BO6, althowh the

bullding was not quibe complebed at this time {35)s

e of the grastest

innovations mads in the schools wder Buperintendent
Crawlord was thab of dividing the work into eipht
prados lustesd of Inbo aix s was Lorserly Jdone.
Thereafteyr, the scheduled btime for sompleting the
gf&ﬁﬁé and high sohool was eleven years, eight for the
prados and three for the high schools Many feavrs weye

sxpregsed over this change bul none were acbually

roalized {4)s

Pupil=toncher training program esteblisheds The

sthools were making repid progress under ¥My. Crawlordis
direetion and by 1881 due Yo the lnoreased school
population, additional teschere were npeded to handle
the load. There ware not very many Orepone=tralned

teachers avasilable and no sufficient inducement o




bring in any teachers from other stales. Wrs Crawiord
bolleved that looal bteachers should be amployed whon
avallable and to this ehd he propogsed & definite plan
of training the wmost promialing mberial among the

high sehool greduastes {8). The plan was o selest
sach year nol less thean elght gradustes to assist in
various rooms and o act as suporenumeraries. They
received no pay sxeept when subsbiiuling In case of
vaoancles. They were to attend instibules, and to
rovoive opportunivies and assistance Irom teachers Yo
whom they were asolpned. when this trafalng ¢lase had
émmglat@é the prescribed sourse thope who had
developed spselal talents In the lins of the sthool
syaten's work would have ﬁh% prefarence over those
glaiming an equal smount of experience sluswhore,
rrefovencs was to be given W this ¢lass abt all tivmsse
This geews to be the {irad time in The hisbory of the
rortland sehools that preactice~tsaching of any sort wag |
attempted.,  Mr. Crawlord stabted in hiz annual report to
the board in 1884 as follows:

The movemont Insuguwrated in Hovewmber, 1381,
providing for a Pupll Teacheras' Class has, in a
primlitive way, sfforded (o several persons falr
opportunitics to scquirs a knowledge of the sclence
of beachinge To make thls thoroughly efilclent, we
mast have a regular cuwrriceulusm of techinlcsal

studies, s model sehool and one or more practice
teachers (€)s




AL this time the high school oflered twp
gourses; ong ol three yesrs Lthat did nobt include any
foreign langauges, and one of four years wlih work

offeresd in Lebin, Frenth and Gerssn, slong with the

required Hngllish gourses.

Thé,%ﬁﬁ%?ﬁ?éﬁgg of 1880 and 1t results, The

conbroversy of 1880 played an lsporfant part io the
permanent establishment of the high schocl. Ab this
time there was considerable feellng theb the mchools
supported by public money should be properly liwlted
strietly bto the common branches, mesning only the
elowsntary sradegs The hounsine situstlion wes beeoming
more acube and taxes were baling Inorsased on new
bulldings, tiersfore s very sericus and wollworganized
novement was started wlth objsetives In mind of doing
away entirely with the high sehool snd restricting
publie sducation to the slementury grades only.

The movement was headed by Harvey W. Seobt,

editor of The Oreponian at this time and « very

Influentlial wman in the aity. He considered himsell B
Pelf-matie” marn and he was determined thab other men
shocld be the sane. He had come to Oregon with his
farily when he was yel in his enrly besus. s had

worked hard et labor of various kinds, fought in the




Indian war, put hinsslf through Paclliie tniversivy,
and begame the Tirst alumnus of that instltubions In
15684 hie took & position as llbrarien of the Portland
library, and in 1866 he Joined the edlterial stall of

Pe left the puper In 1872 Lo serve as

volleotor of susbtoms Por the pord of vertland undil
1877, when e purchased most of the stook @f;ggg

Orsponiun snd becume 1in ediforeinsghlef (7).

dooks started with on opening blast al the
sehools that showed clearly just whabt his phllosophy
was in regard to educablon., It was nkis bellefl that
only & chosen few ghould be allowed to Iuwriher
themselves sduestionally beyond the elemeniary prades,
#is editorials were wollewritten and did succesd in
influencing meny psople into thinking in the same
channels as he dids His opening blast was an sxtensive
sditorial vhich vead as follovwss

™ e highesohool feabure of the public sshool
gratem two maln points are invelveds ?irsﬁ a8 to
additional ﬁxgssﬁiturﬁﬁ and Lthe seoond é@
effest upon the lower grades ol the fal ﬁﬁ aﬁﬁumpﬁi@n
that all of the puplls seeking free instruction are
necessary cendldates for admlssion to the high
sochools,. The &ﬁﬁ@i 15 taken from the texpayers for
the support of & class who, slmost without
greeption,; are very well able to pay directly Tor
instxuetian in tha slasslos and the highey
mathematics, instead of belny made a aﬁarya upon
the general body ol the peopls.

Tn the sscond place, sobling on the theory that
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all the appllcants for free¢ lunstruction sre bhound
for the high sehools,; ehlldren are treated In
striet secordance with thils bellel frouw the moment
they enter the primayy depariments. The systenm is
orpanlsed throughoub with this theory in views It
is sltopgether errvonaouss Ths result 1 To bulld
up an intrleste and expenglive sysben, and it is apt
to lead to neglect ol Thorouphvess in the priasry
departoentss We believe that few chilldren ave
taught now o read end spell as thoroughly a9 all
who went ‘o sehool were taught these thlngs yesrs
agey though now, of course, no end of superlicial
stcomplighments 15 added, and no end of books, naps,
eherbs, dlagrany,; and other sxpensive apparatus lg
requlred {8).

Hrs Soobt tores st the vitals of the bhigh schoold
by abbacking the pwodieuluws in genwral. The high
sehool had developed oprlginally out of two simvlbtaneous
developments within the commen school, prading of
puplle, and extenslion of the curriculums Therefore,

The Oreponisn questioned the very basls of the high

gehool, Most of the edltorlals aiso made derogatory
reference bto the exbtension of the curriculum end the
expense Paature wag usually the second real oritiolsn.
In his sditorial of February 17, ¥Wr. Scoti
devoted himpell entirely to the expense aspest of the
sliuations He presented evidence to ghow that Portland
ﬁaﬁ paving much nore for publi¢ education than other
cities of simllar size and olasp, This partloular
editorlial was answered @@?&Qﬂaily'hg Superinbendasnt

Crawlord in g lebtler vwhieh was published in The




Oregonian on the following days Nre Crawford pointed
out that the mmount of the “ecost per pupil® in a
gochool aysten depended largely ov the basle umed for
total cost and for number of pupllse

| . In refevence to the labtter he sald, "Hany
clties dlvide thelr aggrepate expsnditures by totsl
enrolled, others by number belonging, others, as we
do, by the everage dally abttendance, Therefore
intellligent somparisons are lmpossible "

il went on to 5&@% by compavizon that nmny
cltiss as lerge a8 Portland had s bigher “oosl per
pupil® expenditure, Ue estimated that the totel "cost
'?ef pupll® in 1879 was 84,00, a8 comporsd with Socolt's
figure of §351l.96. Of this amount, hall was pald by
the stabe and counby,; so Portland Lsypavers were
actually expending annually the sum of 12,08 for the
education of eash childs

Mro Grawford challenged critivs to name move
specific charges as to the alleged inefficlency of the
gehools, and 1f none agreed to do this, he eould deny
a&ll charges, He further welcomed an invesblpation
&b any time and went on to say, "Sothing less will
convines owr patrons thét our schools sre retrograding
or that the solid *breasd and buttert gtudles sre

being negleebed {9).




Hany wove editerials and letlers to the editor
were wribtten during these heetic days. On Pebruary €1,

The Oregonien odltor summed up in one paragraph his

entire case agalinast the schools and broke 1t down inbo
speoific charges:

Beliel ip expressed that the machinery of the
sthooles bhas grown too cumbrous and expensive o
gystomy that there are too many studles: that the
high sehool is not a proper pard of the system of
public sducation; that forelpgn langusges, hlgher
mabhomatics, and the several branchws ol natural
geience, st ¢alled, should not be taught In the
public schoolag and that those who doglire lor
thelr ohildren an odusation beyond the oomuon
branches of the old-fashionsd oomwen sehool should
pay for it (10}.

After readlng this editorisl end carefally
atudving and soslysing the whole sltuablon, Dr. Usorge
%o Abkinsong who had been & plonesr ln the movenen®
for popular sducation in sthe Willamebie Valley and who
wae twice superintendent of scheols or Pulinoemh
County, compesed an article for publieation in The

Qregontan. It was published two days before the amnual

sohool weebting and conbtalned a ples for an Intelligent,
unbieased and lupariial sonsideration of the publie
selool situations He proposed thal a commitiee of
citizens be appointed te investlpate thoroughly and
report thelr findings on every stunt to a meebing of

the voters officlally ealled for the purpones He
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listed Live counts ap Tollowsy

1, That the mechinery of the schools hag grown
to a toov tumbrous and expenslve systen.

E¢ That thers are too many studiss,

3¢ That the hlgh school is not s proper pard

ol the system of publlc edusatlion

4. That forelign langusge, higher mathematlios
and the several branches of natural sclence,
89 ealled, should not be taught In the
public sthoolg. _ ‘

He That those vho deeirs for thelr ehildren an
sdutabion boyond the common branshes of
sehovl should pay Tox 1t {11l)e

An frvestigablyg comalbiee was gappointed and the
¥rive counbts® ae oublined by Dr. &ikinson snd brought
oub so sharply by ¥ps Seobt in his editoriasl were used
as & basleé for seking the iﬁvgﬂtigaﬁiaéa

On Venday, July 18, 1880, the adjouwrned mecbing
of the taxpayors was called to opder for the purpuse
of hearing the report of the Comultiee of Investlpation

On all five of the sbovesmenbiloned counts the Heport

held that they were all lnvalid, snd went on Lo
speciiieally stube the Commitiee's rewsons fopr
reuchiing the verious concluslonse The abtituwde of the
Commitiee toward the high schools 18 neably sumwed up

in the following taken from the Hevorks

fio part of the Asmerican sehool systenm 1o wore
esgentially natlionsl bthan are the High schools; no
part of the system presents feabureg that are nore
origimal, or, in some respects, further removed
from Buropean 1ldessi no part ol the sysbem ls nmore
worbthy of profound abudyeee««IF 1% be true that the
progperity of g ropublic ip in direct ration of the




replenishment of its middle elanses, then the high

school of the Unlied Stabes, whatever 1% may oosb,

18 the best investment of neblonsl capital that cean
pos8ibly be mpde (18).

The ﬁagay%vatﬁﬁga that the sthool costs have

rigen but not as rapldly a3 the cosbs of other public
gorvicss of the communibys It elalms that the
advanbages must be welghed against the added expenses,
and the advanteges are exegedingly iwportant to the
wellore @f the compunily and of the nablion. ¥hen the
community demands betier mervices, 1b must be ready to
Ry mors money for then.

The Thnvesbipabing Commibiee sbrongly belleved
that the high seheol was a fountaln of opporbunity for
all peoples, be prepare themselves bebler for the
soclety ln which thég ware living, and at the suane
time , improving this scelety as they lmproved
themsslves,

Hurvey Seott printed the Commitiemels Heport the

followlng morning after the sohool meeting in whieh 1t
was Tormally presented. He wrobe a parting blest along
with 1% spainst the modern tendencles in education, He
wrate smeveral morse srticles in the daye thatb

followed Wub nons of then contalined the zest snd
Fizhting splrld thaet be hed proviously malntalined.

e had Tourht a elgorous babtile and had losts Thus
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onded one ol the most sententlous end farereachlng
sontroverslss of ihe Portland system's history in a
complete vietory for the schools,

It 1a possible that the high school would have
dlesappearsd for a considerable longbh of btime had the
vicbory been in favor of Seotits forees, and it is
likely that the progress of education in Portlend would
have been robardsd for a good many years, I the
sghools had not been condunked on an efficient basis
they could net have endured the investipgabtlons It wae
by the virtue of the efforts ol Dy Abkingon and others
of hig type, along with the oxcellent work of
Supsrintendent Crawlord and hils teachers, thait the
sehools held up o remerkably well under the straln and
tenslon broughd aboub %ﬁ the exbensive and fars-gearching

tests of the lovestigabtion.

Summerye The very repld progress of the

sehools durding this period was due lavgely to the
skiliful planning and exsoubtive a&bility af_ﬁrg Craalords
His ablllty ag a tescher and o leader was far above
that of the average sdmlinlstrater. The community
beeame genulnely intorested and cooperative in taling
part in sehool afllelrss Under hig leadership the

Portler.. system hed withstood the most heoetioc times in
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its entire period of existence.

fre Crawlord resipgned from the superinbsndency
in 1888, For slx years alber that be served as
prineipal of the Woudstook Sehouvls Later he was
corneebed with Portland University and in 1887 he was
appointed olerk and purchesing agent oy the Oregon
Aprievltvral Colloge. He retired in 1811, saking his

hwime ln Porblands
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CHAPTER IV .

yer declines the yosition of

y Ella G Subln ascepts. The sehool

board elsetod Mre J. Hs Sawyer az hosd of ;h% spohools
o suscsad Hr. Orawford on June B0, 1888, The posiiion
ﬁﬁ@ & eonbinablion @ﬁ baing olty supsrintendent snd high
&ﬁh@éi @éiﬂﬁi@&ia Hr. Sewyer deslined the nominabion
and the board %ﬁén proegeded o elect wWiss ¥lls €.
Babln, who had been working as en slerenbtary sshool
toacher and then as o princgipal fﬁ?Afifﬁﬁﬁﬁ TR
Previous to her slectlon, Yiss Sabln had resipned her
positlion as prineipal in the Portlend svatem to accept
a professorshlp in the Inlversity of %@égan;

dhe held the dual positlon of superintendent and
prinelpal for aboubt one yveur. After this peried of
time the school board reallsing that the comblmabtion of
boti: positlons wes Loo much work for one porson,
rellieved “las Sabin of the dublies of hiph school
pringipale.

There ware not many events of an oubstanding
nature durdng ey edministrative period. The celm
after the coniroversy of 1800 scemed to prevall during

ser poriod of adminlsbreblons She did nobt remalin long

wiiln
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enough in the positlon %o lmpress her own
personallty upon the sysbens

The schioul populabtion inereased less ropldly
during ¥ss Sabin's berm and there wap ne raason fop
much sdditional bvullding hsing Gone ¢ ﬁa@&%&r, tha
alnsworth fohool was finished In 1890, additlons wepe
bullt for the Falling School in 18589, fLor the Coush
Sehweol in 1800, and for the Harrison School in 188L.
The North Sehool wes renumed Tabkinson,” in honor of
the Reverend George H, Atilnson, sowetimes referred to
a8 Docsbor, who, for many years, had ohamploned {rae
public instruebion (1)«

Miss Sabln was propressive and urged bhe
redustion of the number of puplls per teagher and was
setive In the orgsnlsatlon of the high sehool courss
of sbudy and petivitless: Bhe also inbroduced the plan
of aasistants for princinales This plan gave bthe
principels more time to devobe Lo gupervieing classes

and direcbing new teachers.

Organizing the hirh schoeol gourge of studvs The

bosrd appointed a commlites abt her sugpestion bto meet
with representativesn of the tUniverslity of Oregon to
disecuss the course of sbudy (2). This meebting resulbed

in the adoptlion by the board of definite courses {(3).
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The high schopl then offered three courses, the Latin
gourse of four yesrs and the Tnglish and Gorman courses,
sach of thres vosrs: The subjeots taught were Engllshy
alpebrs, soolosy, physleal googrupliyy, poomeblry, physics,
government, bobany, peclogy, higher algebrs, physiology,
and bookkesping {4} Composibdion, rheloricel oxertises
and %ﬁ%i@ sxbonded thesughout all the courpess

e slementary course of sbtudy wes laid out by
torms conglating of sixbeen hell yvar unlis from OB Lo
1xe The Clrsb four terme' work lncluded reading,
gpelling, lenguage and drawings Husic, penmansihlp and
physiology were slee baught throughout the prades. In
the 65 writien arithmetic and g@%gﬁé@hﬁ were introdused
and history appsared in the LA, grammar 1n the 1b and
gitigenshiy in the 14 {8).

The chapacter and amount of work Lo be
accorplished Ln each subjedt was worked ocub by Mlss
gabin for the Individusl terms. In 1889 and 1890 the
grades whleh were previocusly numbered frowm 88 to la
wore vsversed ln order, Ik Yo 88 (6)s This is the some
proosdure thabt 1s used throughout the sysbon today
{1850) .

Thers was an insreasing interest in debate and

oratory at thls time and in 1800 g debatling soclebty was
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formed which asgked for and was granted the upe of a

room in bhe high sehool building every Fridey evening
R

{7)s

o

The epteblisheent and success of bthe nisht

gohooks In Hovember of 1888 the board consluded to

try the experience of mainbalning & nlght school ab
the Migh School building, and smployed one btescher gt
& salary of thirity dellers per months. Soon afber,
another teacher was necemsary, and still later, &
third Peacher was hired. The sphool proved to be
vory suscesaful. 4 wmost sarnest and industrlous cluss
ol puplls atiended the nlght schocl, The Uirectorts
feport stateon:
The night school bes been malntalned for four
monthe and we belleve noe bebier use can be nuds
of %the public money than by meintelning & night
sehwol Tovr, say, Llve monthe of sach year, and
we submit an eebtlmate for meintsinlng the
same {B)e
The nlght gchool sontlmued Lo galn in popularity
and in number abtending ag will be shown labter in this

BRpars

Conpulemory sdusatlon lesallzed., I is well to

note at this time that on February 86, 1i8%, compulsory
education was lepelized, Parsnts or guardlians woepre

compelled to send ithelyr ehilldren, bebtwesn the ages of
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& and 14 yonrs, olthor to a publlie or some private
pohools There were only & very lovw excepbions to this
lawes The corpulsory School Atlendance set was
yavélﬁﬁiﬁnarg in the senze that 1t changed the
mrinciple of sehool attendance Lrosm the motivatlion of
yoluntary obodlencs to the sompudsory subthority of the
atate.

There wag ne partiowder opltlicisnm made of Mlss
Sabln's work as superintendent, bul there were wmany
persong who were decldedly agelnst s womands tecupying

that of ficos Up Lo this oresent day (1BE0), shs hag

bean the only woman elevebed to sueb & hlgh posiilon
as supsrlntendent in the Poriland sysbem. She wés nob
reslected st Lhe board mestlng held June 19, 1891, Ohe
then accopbed an abtiractive position as President of

Downer College, Wisconsin
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CHAPTER V
Mro. Irving W, Pratt as superintendent. Mr.

Irving W, Pratt, who had been prineipal of the Harrison
Street School for twenty-two years was elected to the
¢ity school superintendent's position in 1891, M,

Js Ha Ackerman was slected bo assist him and was
consldered a very capable men in the leld of
education because of his previous experience as
superintendent of the Bast Side Schoola.

The Oreponian reported al that time thal there

were ninety-Live teachers instructing in seven
grammar schools, one high school, and one night
school, and went on to say further:

Notwithstanding the awmple provisions made for
the accomodations of the pupils the schools are
srowded and more room is needed, Thet this
demand has not come up before this is dus to the
faet that the fubure was discounted somewhat
when the Oouch and Falling achools were bullbs

More room was requlred when they were bullt,
but not so much as bthey contained, and it is
only in the past bwo years that all thelr rooms
have bsen pub into use. The rapid devselopment
of the north and south ends ol town has taxed
them to the utmost, snd the school board finds
itself required to do wore building (1)«

Consolidation of school districts. 1In June,

1891, consolidation of school diatricts was voted

upon in Portland, East Portland, and Albina.

mﬁl@




The vote was 10,128 for sonsolidoatlion and 1,714
spslnste Theresfter, rortland comprised seventoen

and one balfl plles on the Fest 3ide and seven gnd

one fourth wiles on the West side, The flrst bridge
aeross the ¥Wlllamebie River was opened Lo traflis on
Apyil 18, 1887, At fipst 1t sollzcoted Holl bub wag
rade Drse alter the conseildation ¢f the sthool
dietriceta, This wes o grest footer 1n bringlng oloser
harmony bebwesn the East Bide and Fortland {(B).

Districte 18, 81, 86, B7 and 5 wers cowblned
with Sehool Disbrlet Humber 1 under the law of
Pebrusry 1€, 108l. This brought under the Portland
gysbem's managoment one high school snd sixtesn
granvay and eleary schoolss Thore wers sevenbyelour
toachers added to the stall and 2,088 puplls to the
shoold populablon of the distriet. This brought gboub
& bobal of 340 insbtrustors and prinecipals enployed in
twanboethreos PMlldings.

e Proati was s san woll verswd In aﬂxinistr&tiﬁﬂ
progedurts ﬁa@ to bhe eks$§i@ﬁc$ e had palned during
is lomy benure with the Portland system belore
bevoning supsrintendent. e Qirst appesved on the

school scene under ¥re Hingts sduinisiration.

Adiiulsbrative and financial difficulties. The




=i

Sinanoial pressure of the early nlnetiss was keenly
felt by bhe schools. There was practically no
bullding teking plece, yeb classes wers large and
sdditional space was sorely needed, Teathers saleries
were also eub and every school policy had the sivesds
of eoonomy ablached o it

With the consolidation of the dlstricte ab
that bime more administrative difficulbles were
sneountereds Many additionsl expensesn wore belng
added to the budpet of the dlsbricts: In soue caasy
pupils ol & eertaln grade in bwoe schools were
gorbined to Lform elesses of proper slze In order to
Cavoeld the sddidlonal expenste of bhiring nore
teschers (3). The ¢opt of Prsnspordation of Ldgh
sehool pupils Irom the emst side caused sowe
disgabiafaction and an effort was nade to puture a

reductlion of sar-fare and brldpge tolls for puplls.

continuance of the night wehook.

¢ nipght
sohool wes in eperation in the Hipb School bullding

with four teacshers on the staff, Two addiilonal
roomg were later acguired in the Alblna Center

fehool. There were three hundrsed puplls erwolled for
the clapdes. Porelpners wore baught Eoglish in one of

the classes, This night schwol conbinued to pgrow In
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atterndance and in popularity with the publle and
sugrestlons were begloming fo be made o include the
high sehoo)l curpioulum In the eourse of sbudles.

T Jume, 1891, the alnsworth School wae bulls
on & site locabted on Porbtlend Helghtes This schoel
way destroved by five & very shoprt time laboers

s Prabd emphasized the iﬁg&rtaﬁﬁ%Aaf @ﬁi&?@iﬁg |

thie high sohool cowrse of sbudy and sald 1n hls Annual

The high school fo FullMll its prover functions
shwuld have three coursds of stuldy, nomely, an
Boplish couras,; 6 thorough business course, and a
norsel CoUrsd s

Ab present, the alm and objoot soous Lo bs Lo
propare students for collepe wnd the professionsy
Why not mepare them for ab aviive busiress 1ile?

& rapldly growling and progperous ¢ibty llke ours,
eith 1te niles of wharves, its manulanctures, lts
wanyy railroads, Lis magﬁifiﬁaﬁt'ﬁgrbﬁrg its
siipping, and 1ts commwrelal popldlon in relation
to the whole Horbhwest, can hardly call ite High
Sehool sourse compleote whleh falls bo 16 L4s
praduates wikh & practlesl Inowledpse of the _
mocesges of the business of cowmerce, sulfleiently
tu enable them Lo entor upom an active 1ifes I
would therefore reoomsend a changs In hisg
direscblon {4}«

Thig geems to be the Iirst zention of
establiahiing a high school course of study from which
gtudonts sould lummediabtely enter the business world
with firsthand knowledpge of business procedures gsnd

withoul the necegalty of first altendlny & oullepe wr
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businsas sohool after gradustlon frow high school,
This ldea was laber developed and more fully realiped
after the establighoent of the High Bohool of Commereed
in ﬁb@ Portland eystem, as will be shown later.
rortisnd contlinued o grows In LE6E the olby
Cemploved thivbeen beachers, and in 1801 there were
PEO teachors employed in twenby-eight bulldingsg.
There were ab that bBime eboub 15,000 pupils in the
sehools and the slvyts bobtsl population was around
50 ;000

¥

The tesxthook sosndal. Along with the meny

inansial 41f01eulties there developed a texbtbook
dlepute ;ﬁ the dystens The American Dook Coupany
was Durnighing most of the books beling used in bhe
Portlend schoolss They had in thelr employwent s
ioeal representatlve who must have been quibe an
afficlent salesnan and in hle offoris Lo geb business
1% was belloved that he bad ssoursd sush power with
the bosrd and svhool executives that be was able to
suntroel the slsotion of teachers. There was
songiderable fealling srouged towsrd this subject
shortly afbor the electlion in June, 1804, when Mry
Fe Ge Youngs Principel of the High febool and later

professor at the University of Oregon, and dys Ty I

53
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Crawford, principsl of the Pavk gchoeol and s foroer
elbty superintendent of the sysiem, failed fo geb
re~g¢locted alaﬂg with & long list of teachers who
sppoared boe nave very good rocordss

?&%i%&@ﬁﬁ weope tipoulated by locel residents in
order bo geb the bosrd Lo reconsider itz sotlons but
the %gagﬁ'g%gaé Pirs oo its declislori, The bosped
Turther dencunted any charges wade agalnet 1t by
verious personss Ihe loosl pupers oarried many
gomments on the subjfeet and people were penerally
sblrred upy bub ag proof of i??gguia? aobion wan
im@ﬁgsi%iﬁ the malter predually dled oub in talks
Wre Crawiord was ressnployesd as o toacher in the night
sehinol {8).

A 3iberallized high sehool coures of sbudy.

The btendenuy was %@%&?ﬁ bernlization 1in the Mah
gehool cwrplculum and thils was socompllehed by mmjor
and minor yequlrements so that there was a possibility
of taking leses than major work in any sublect except
fabing in whileh ma]or work was regquired of alls
Promotion by average was discontinued so thel sach
gubjJect was souplebed or repoated on 1Us own meriiss

The uge of Uinal exasinstions as & sole basis for

3

promobtlon had been discontinued garlier in . Prabivs
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term (8)s Tun the gramsar prodes bhe sxaminablone were
roduced bto 4 minlrom and the resulis were used 1n
conbinatlon with the puplls recopd of dally works
In reference to a more 1lborsl educatlon Mr. Pratt
gstabted as Ollows in one of his ennual reporisy
Gur system of edusatlion should be 1iboral and
adapted to the wants of the messes. It may nob
be wige to ingrelt on vur Yipgh sohenl sollsglate
inebrustlion, bubt public sentl ﬁ%ﬁi denunda ﬁf@h&ﬁ
aducablon t wn ls glven In the grasmar grades,
and pur Rosrd ﬁf'ﬂﬁﬁgaaﬁwzfﬂ juﬁﬁifiéé in
rogponding fevoerably o this derandqe«s¥e bolleve
the publle will cordlally support those In charge
of owr gehools, in thely eiforte to lfurnleh
insbtruetlon ﬁ@é@%ﬁ&?“ Toy §ﬁﬁ buginoss purposos
of life {7}«
Here agaln is indicetud the &ﬁ%i%ﬁé& thabt M.
Prabi bales in regards Lo bhe sstabllisbing end
inelusion of & wore exbensive and prectical gourae in
business In the high schinole
e Prabi, as Mre Eing befors him, atressed the
matter of punobupliby and the teathers Yecamw #0
intolerant of any gort of tardiness that labe puplls
wors ofton sent back home bo lose s hell dyy rather
than have o cses of fardimess Lo peport and therefore

apoll their clasgs vecord {8},

The peried of sdmlnisirstlon under

the leadership of Y, Prabt was not covsidersd

extraordinary or parbtloularly diffioult. The sshools




weidd

did not sdvanoce vory wuch materlally snd Uhls was due
largely to the economic necessity whlch compelled
gveryone bo pull tilght on thele ﬁﬁﬁﬁa phyings and
resbrlet any further development lnvelyving publie
enterpriges and ublilltles which mipght bave a bendengy
to ralse additional btaxes.

Thers was o conglderable amtunt of fristion
involved regarding dhe beatbook scandal and aleo much
?ﬁ%iiﬁ disgatisfaction srlaing oub of the consolidsbion
of the Beab srd West side dletristss Bub this labbey
was & wove thal was bound to come Somebtine ond wes
tnevitables Mrs Prabb hed meny serlous declslons to
mples regardlng thess various dllemmas and he hendled
then satlielactorily, Idging from thelr SutooNBE
Big prestest condpibublon te the systen was the
instaliiatlon of & more liberel polley with regards Lo
the course of siudias.

Hpy Pratt petired from office in 1808 and
acoepted the principalfs peositlon at the Falling
Behool. be aleo served ap 8 wvember of the Statbe

Baard of bdueation for o perivd of aixleen veayss
HEFENIHGES
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CHATTER VI

Sigler, s dypemic superintendent. &
period of growth began in the Fertland sygstem under
the leadershiip of Frank Higler who was élé@ﬁéd
aa&eriﬁ%&ﬁ&%m% in 1808, He had previously boen
prinelpal of the Herrison Street Gehwool and had a
nunber of years sxperlence in the dlstrliel as an
instruetor in the Bigh School. By astually having
wad this smount of practleal experlence,; he wes able
to intepprat the problems ap they avose belors hinm
with unfailing good Judpment, which resulbed iﬁ Y
eroat improvemsnts belng made throughoul the
orpenisatlion undey the period of bils adelrdstrabion,
He had strong exwoutlive abllity and was o wan of
origingl ideas in the "hnowehow" of school mansgewment.

Superintendsnt HRlpleyr had a porfegtly
diselplined mind and g power of analysis which ensbled
him te pleree to the center of kpotly problema, Jham
and artifice were lorelign to his sebure end when
thely gqualities were present in those interviewsd they
were lmuediately debevbteds 4s & result of thils
sxtraordinary power, the schools, the teachers, and the

board were probested against deslgning individuals and

w3l




{3}

ranizations (1),

He was slmost Loo sbrict, however, and ab times
1% was sald that the work was so systerabtle bhat the
teschers snd sxocutives whoe worked under him ¢ould
hardly put to use gny indlvidusl initletive, He
elearly dominated every phase of the systenm. The
material for the serms subjecht on the same rade level
was Ldentleald and presented according Yo e scheduls

which he bad worled oub foy all the gsehools,

Fupiletescher tralning orosram vevived. Hee

Higler revived thw plan that had been starbted by Wy,
Crawford of ploking oul wromislng students Prom the
hiph sehool gradunting slasses for o year's brainin 12y
durding which they agslatsd regular bteachers, snd

taught classes under suporvision, wmuch the same a8 the
practice beathing that is vaking plece in the svatenm ab
the present tlme. I6 was his wisgh Co traln his vun
teachers in order that he miyht nore sas8lly indootrinale
them with the tesching methods which he so explicitly

reguired,

Hew crading and slassificatlon syatem. The

grading and classiilcatlion aysten of students duwring

hia bern of office was bils own creablons e reallimed




that ¢nlldren were nobt eogual in individual ebilities
and therelore he worked oudt a plen wbhlceh would take

care of the slow learper and the rapld learner, thus
beneliting both classes indlviduallys The plan %ﬁ&

as followsy

At the beginning of a @y%lﬁs whieh conslated of

thyee semesters, the pupils in any class wera
divided s noay f§ ﬁ@%&il& as posaibls into two
divieione, salled the firet divislon, and bthe
second dlvisions, The spelectlon o1 the proups was
i arbibrary selectlon dependent snbtirely upon
the 3&&@@&&& of the beachery in ail other ¢lasess
the grades and deportment $o the epedlt of tiwe

pupll largely determined the division to which he
would be assipgneds The firet and sseond dlvisions
of the same olass sbarted begether bul ab the eond
of the iirat pemester the Pirdgt divislon would be
one park of the course shead, {The course was
divided inte 54 @&f&&;? Ab the ané of the sesond
seneeter the gvyalﬁ whe pomgined In the Tlrst
divieion would be fwo paris ﬁhﬁ&ﬂ«ﬁi those who
stapted and rereined in the second divisione AL
the snd of the third semeater the pupil wvho had
rorained in the irst division sll of the $ime
would bave g&iﬂgé on the geound division vupil

- thres parts of the course, of an enblire semssteris
work, henoe ab the beglmning of the fowrth ssmastey
when the clesses were revrgenized the first
division would seemlngly sklp & class, that is » 24
vould bepln ie fouvrdh sewsater work as o 34 ingtend
of o 2B (8).

There wers wany porsong who c¢ould not understang

this plan and falsely belleved that the pupils were
getually belng allowed to skip the work of an entire
grade. This was nol frue betause the pupll worked

more swittly sod therefore covered more mabterisl,

which resulted in more learning in & sboriter length of
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time, at the seame time covering suflliclently the
mabterial which had to be learned by all puplils taking
the course., It 1s felt by many modeyn educators thab
there is & need for sush a plan in the sshools of
today. Under the present aystem the rapld learner,
who 1s generally the brighter pupil, is returded from
learning pore materisl becsuse he 18 held bask with
the olass as & whale , not beling allowad to work too
fay ahesd, but instead completing only the material
that 18 required {rom the enbirve olass,

Thers {8 a very good explanation of this systenm
of Mry flplepts in his annusl Beport of 1Pl0«1l, which
gﬂﬁﬁ-iﬁtﬁ debail on the entire plans Tt can be lound
on papes 119 Shroush 186, The rewmsinder of his
Anmuasl Beports all eontained an explanation of this
plan preceding the coures ol sbtudy.

Wre. Rigler was regponsible for the supervision
of the sducational work and alse for the distribution
af edusablional suﬁﬁiiﬁsg In 1806, the work became so
heavy that an Assistant Superintendent was slected to
ghare the responsibilitiesn, and Bry De 4« Oroul was
elesoted to this post (8. ﬁar@afﬁay,*éhan a8 report
was desirved pertalining to some matter within the range
of the assistant's dutles he was asked Lo prepere and
make 1t direct to the board, |
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Positlons of seslstent suesrintendents Sruabeds

In 1011, another position was ereabed which was to be
ealled Second Asslstant Supsrintendent, and i,
Charles As Hlge was elseted to the positlon {4)e %he
work of the gupervislon of the sehoola was sgqually
shared by the two aseistents and in this marmer the
superintendent ocould é@?@%& more of his time to
adminisbrative yﬁablswag ihe supprvisors and
prinoipals worked under the Lmpodlate direction ol thw

pesistant supsrintandenta,

%Qﬁ bulddines dus Lo peowbh

Gentral 5@%&@1 wae vompleted in LBV on the Least 8lde,
the Lhagmﬁﬁ Sehool wag ready for oscuparwy this sawe
year, In 1888, the D. P, Thompson Jehood was erested
and Mre Ue Pe Thompaon for whom the school was named,
*in consideration of kis long and falthful gervice in
the interest of the public schools,” donated a
beautlful llbrery of "i{hree hundred (300} volumes
selected by hlmeelf, the ity Superintendent amml the
Prineipal of the sshool® {B),

There was a bremendous and unprocsdented growth
in populabion and sohool enrollment during the early
part of the twentleth century. Thle bepecame one of

the wmesbt lmportant perlods of expansion of the




Portiand sehool sysbem. The work of Prank Klgler
during this pericd definitely indlieabted that ho was
the strongest superintendent that Portland ever had.
By 3804 the night sehwols wers in aperatlon as
an established part of the programs Adull sdussblion

was retelving considerable altenblion at the time and

was continuin

yi
£

to grow in pupularitys

Togcher gualificebions more rigid. %he

gualifications for beachling wers becomlng more rigld
enoh yoar end begloning with the yesr LU0E the sAnnusl
fisports Vor several years ocountained the Tollowling
notice wnder the heading of "Peachers! BrasinationsyV
The Oty Supsrintendent ls no longer subborlzed
to Lssue temporary certificates, so thab "AlLL
toschars whoge Serbliiloates explre during & glven

pohool vewr are yequired to take the ewavdnailion
peior to the opening of the sshool year®{8),

g introdused. Hanuel tralning,

so long enbiolpated, had ab last been introduced,
under the supsrvigion of W%, J. Sbandley. There were
five venbers, located ms follows: Une ab ihw
Harripon and Davis schools on the Weeld Hlde and atb
Stephens, Holleday and Thompson sohools on the bast

Bide {7«

The new Hest Slde Hich Sehools The Annual
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heport of 1806 stabeosns
The basenment of the new hlgh school is under
gonstruction and work will be pushed on the now
puilding, se that 1% wmay be ready for the Openlng
of sehools in Sepbosber (8). ~
This was to become Fortlandts {inest high school
locabed on the corner of Pourteenth and YLark “troots,
It opened in Sepltembsr, 1906, wilh an enrollment of
369 vuplls and was named the Bast Zide Ligh Bchools In

1809 1te name was changed to Vashington Hilgh Sehool.

Domeabic wrt snd sclence inbroducsd. In 1906
the sohool board authorized the sstsblishmont of
domsatie art and selence 1n the sehoolse MWre Hipgler
was in favor of this move, and alber an oxtendsd how
of various bagbern citles where brads schouls were in
operabtion, he resoweended that the bosrd suthorizge

the establisbment of & trade school in Portleand: Yrsy
Sitbony » member of the board, wad delepuated to zo ag
the bonrdts represontatlive on the Bastern towr Tor th
parpose of inveatisating the altuabion frow B laysants
point of view. Her [indinge corvelabed glosely with

those of Superintendent tigler, and in 1807 ihe Hchool

of Trades wup esiablished,

schwel of Trades vebtablished. Jhis school was

noused In the 0ld Atklinson Urade Selwol building which
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had besn sbandoped and was ready lor operation Ly
Sepbember, 1908: The personsel of the first student
body wae mede up of Llhose who bovsuse of lack of
industry or of nentallty had f&il%ﬁ to gradusbe from
gravmar school and thereflors could not enber the
soademic high sehools Wany 4iffieult suses of
dleclpline wers ensountered within this groups The
tenobing stall was wmade up of men Irom the brades wilth
melther tesching experienss nor Stralning in p&é&g@gy
aend wmothodo. Beyond the simple work in Englleh and
mathemnntics no acadenice work was stienmpteds The
followling tredes were baupghby |
Mashlnery irsdesy Machins Work, Pattern Meliing,
Houlding and Poundry Gork, Slestrlcal Construeting
and Beohanieal Prauphbinge :
Bullding Tredes: Plumbing svd Gasellbbing,
Bricklaying and Plastering, lectwleal Wiring,

Carpentry, Cabineberwlding and ardhltectuoral
Dravshbing (§)s

The school¥s principal objest was to furnish
instrucbion that would {1t the purils for 1ifs work in
thege vavrious Lrades. ?hia was bhe sarly beginning of
the school which wap later to begows the Benson
Polytechnie High Schocls

In 1600 the School of Prades was enlurped to
care for the rirls whoe mizht wish to bteke cowrses in

sewing, cooking, sillinery and home majing {10). Laber,
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phe plris? school was established in the old Lincoln
High puillding besause of overecrowded condltions

existing in the boys! sohool.

Joflorson Pixh Behool opened: In Septenber,

1906, the newlyesonstrugted school ab Alberts end
commerslial Strests was resdy to convens. It was later
named Jelfsrson High School. The bullding was nob
aotually complebed sl the time bul some tlasses were
held in & part of the bullding that was completed.
This move Was negossary becavse ol the loereasingly
crowded conditions which prevailed within the dlstricte.
The enbtlve bulldlng wes resdy for oooupancy on
yebruary &, 1810 {11).

h 1608 the Library fasilities of the schouls
wore propeyily systemablzed and pub under proper
supsrvigions During this perlod, saddlitlons were
veing constructed al several of the prammer schoonls
and some new bulldinge wors in the process of beling

butlts

Behools for speelsl studentg. In 1500 & school
for special students was attenpted. Included in this
group were deaf, stamwerers, and defectlives whose

mlsfortune eliclbed sympathy, and whoss presence in the
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regular schiools retarded the progress sl lowered the
efficlency af obher pupllss In 1B1E the mentally
defsative ehildren were separated from the deel and
placod in o separvate bullding. It wes desmsd advisable
o discontinue the ollort to train mentally defootlve
ehildren, and 1t ume slso believed that the soparabion
of %@&ﬁﬁé&ﬁ ghilidron from nopmal ohildren was for bthe
good of both types. (12)

The responsiblility of educabting the defectives
was laber Uransferved to the Stebe wiih 1is groateyr

regourges and more scientifls manspements

In A9i1l &

lsgislative aet for the benefit of the Portland
beashers was pasged providing for s vebivemsnt fund
for beselwrs, to be bullt up from dues, plits,
donabiong, and one per gent ol the counby schwoel fund
which was appropriabed by the leglalature €1$)§~

This law was reviged in 1913 aud provided for an
additionel thwee per sernd of the counby sehool fund 4o
be glven to the rotirpment fund. IF alsgoe included that
all fines, penalblies and forfeltures from dlstried
srployess should be pald inte thig fond for providing

annultien for retired teachers {(14).
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Tonslior Tenure lLew psssed. In 19135 the teacher
organigabion of School Distriet Humber One went beflure
the legislabure and asked for the enacbment of & Teacher
Tenure Law, whileh resulted in the passage of the law
(18} s The aot ;iil’é?iﬁfxii that in districts whish had, ov
which would bevenlter come to huve, & populetion of
'wam’:; thousand or more, the bteashsrs elected by the
board should have & probationary period of two yoars,
aftey which they ghould on res=tlecblion become permansnd
tenchiers, The persanent beacher would .mi; b gubject
to discharge withoub Flrst receiving writiten notise
sbating the resson for ihe propused dlsmdsasl, Lopether
with & sopy of any cherges or complaints whieh might be
f1led againgt her, and would then be entitled to o
heayin: befors the board wiih the right to b
ropregenbed by sounsel: This law bad a great elTect on
touchers In that 1% pelleved them of the sbrain at the
tipe of the emual slectlion when they lound oub itd
they were Lo be snpsped fur snother veasr or were o be
relonsed Irom the syabome

The suwmser school, or vasablon sehool for ihe
veneflt of slow lesrning or bachward puplls; was opencd
1n 301l and by 1815, 1V was o permanent part of the
gystanm (18},




The third of

Portlandts modern high schoold stirucbures was complsied

in 191B¢ 1% was the new Lincoln Hipgh School located on
Broadway and Markebd Btreets {17)s The nene of the
sehood came from the old Lingoln 8igh School whinh haed
been previouwsly oalled the Portland High Schools This
game school was Lefl wvacant Tor a short period of time,
bub in 1813 the zirlet depavimont of the Trade Sehool
wap moved there., Alber bthis move had been made the
name of the glrlis? school was changed to Girlls
Polytechnle High Schools |

¢ was durlng this poriod of sdministration
that & delinlte sentrallizatlion of business mablers was
begune The offlice of sehool clerk and éﬁﬁiﬁ%gg MANREGT
wore organized inte separate buresus of pronerties and

purchages in 1810,

Dvpoglibion be My Bislere The oppesitlon to Hre

Rlgler beeane very aotlive duwrlng the labler port of his
tern of offices In Degenber, 1912, at the regulay
annual meoblng of the distriet a resclution was adopbed
¢alling for & genepral suvvey of the entire school
gliunations It seews that some Individusals thowht thset
Mre Rlgler was becoming too powerful in the systen and

wore ilnolined bo think that due to the rapld sxpsnsion




and growth ol the systen, 1t say have been diverted {rom

1ts oripginal purpogss,

AL the sonusl meoting in

1912 & vesolublon was adopbed suthorliging the board of
sducabion to ppend LVH00 for the purpose of surveving
the entire sohool systeme The survey was besded by
Ellwood Ps Cubbspley of Stenford 'nlversity. The daba
wag gethered during bhe mowmbhy of Apell and May, 1915
The complets report 1T studied, is presented in four
parts as Pollowsy

ls Orpanizatlion and sdnlnlatrablon.

£ Instructional Hesdas

Fs Bulldings and Healthy |

4s Abtendance) Lecsrdsy Cosbs {(18).

The achool bogrd wag pardieviarly sriticlized in
the Report for over=functloning and dolng too mueh
deteil work whlch shouldd have been dons by the
gxesutive offisere of the system. I his book, DUr.
Cubberley stabest

The Dosrd of Bohool Directors trles to handle

far too smuny things by rule, the Luperintendent and
his stell are plven entirely too Little aubhorlity
and are held responsitle to the board foy too few
hlngSseves

The board doss too much and has too many ,

mandatory rules, 1t puts btoo 1ittle responeibility
on the Buperintendent and zivee hia too 1ittls
authority (19},

This gosewed o be the one malor criticlss




'Y G

shwoughout the whole reports The conclusion was thab
the school boaprd d4id btoo mach and that 1t entirely
dominated the whole sthool situablon, The
retommpndation offered was thet the bosrd peform in all
these mubbers, seoure a superintendent in whom they
had confldence and hold him responsible for bhe conduct
of the schoolss Befure the report had been complebed
Hre Le He Alderman had been slocted an %ﬁﬁﬁriatanﬁ@nt
end Mr, Higler was olected supsrvlisor of spoclsal
sehooles |

Drs Cubbsrley commented in hlg introductiocn thab
%r; %igiﬁ% was nost cooperative and belpliul in
cundueting the surveys I¥ 15 llkely that 1f ¥Wrs Rigley
had beon retained as supsrintendent he probably would
have carrlsd oub the plans asg proposed by the surveys
It seems that meny poreons were in faver of adopbing
the now pleng with a new supsrintendent abt the helm,

and thie resulted in Mre Alderwmen belng elected,

Mrs Wigler¥s stenderds aw e propossd

then wore far in sdvance of the genersal requirsnents
of the times He had s marvelous foresisht and solved
many yréblems alwost lmsediabely upon thelr ovcurrence,
He had solusions to problems worked cut lar In advance

of thely astual happoning. e hed made muny Lmporbant
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advancemsnts and declalong, some of which were contrary
to the ldeals and wlghes of the people, bub he was {lrm
in his sonviotions and vellefs that 17 the deolslon
regulied in an Lmprovement for the sysbem, be would be
in faver of 1t. The faob 1s evident that Prank Higler
ag superintendent of the Pordtlend sehools lald the
foundatlon upon which the system is now bullb. His
methode of managesent resulbed ln the whole syaten
being veorganized and sade wmore sificient,

The estimated §§§ﬁla%§§n of the sechool district
ab the end of ", nizler's tern was 845,000, The school
population taken as of Hovember 18, 1912 was 45, 1281
{80}«
| In ulis lasbt annusl Report as superinbendent
Wre Higler sade o careful swmmey of all the work
ateomplished during his terw of seventoeen vears in
office (L}, It ls quite evident thatb hardly & mors
officlent man oould heve been at the hesd of the
gysbem than Jp. Blgler at such s eruclial perioed of

axpansion and srowthes
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CHAPTER VIX

Mr e Adde glsoted spinbendent s Hr. Lewls
ﬁ;»&lﬁ&?ﬁﬁﬁ rasigned big positlon as Stetle
superinterdent of Publiec Imsbruetlon in LS to accepd
et ﬁ§§§iﬂtﬁ$ﬁt to ¢ths superintendent position gfrﬁha
Portland Publlie Soheols. He had besn su@&?iﬁ%ﬁaﬁaﬁz of
the Molinnville, (regoti Schools snd of Yamhill County
Gehools for a nugher of years prioy to his being
slocted State Supsrintendent. He had alse ssgulved &
vast guount of experience In the Iisld of edusabion by
holding %aaﬁhiﬁg positions in verlous sehools bhroushoub
the sbatos, He was thoe oaly superintendent of the
fortland school distriot who bhad besn born in the state
of Oregon.

Mro aAlderman wag g mn of srastive ldees, and the
sucosss of his plans had pdvanced him rapidlys His
main principle of educabion, whioh he atressed
contimaowaly, was oducabion for 1ife.

de bad baught and supervised studends in
agpiauzturgl communities wd this maede him eonselous of
the rweds lor s prasticsl educstlion in sgrieuliural
courseg in the publie sehocla. He launched the

Chlldrents County Industrial Palr in 1305, the Tirst

AT
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cne of 1ts Rind sver Lo be leld in Lthe United Stubes.
He also playsed a major part in the success of the Oregen
State Palr when hes encouraged shildren to exhlbit the
frults of ﬁﬁ@iv labors ingiuéing industrial snd form
producte pius bhe resulbs of many of thelr hobbles and
other resreational activitles which brought aboubt the
.makiﬁg of may useful things. This tlem 1n with a
system osteblisghed by r. Alderwan whersby & pupll
would revelve exbra oredlt in sénovl for various types
of howe work that he way bave beon dolng waleh was
Judped a8 high in sdueabionsl walue. His ideus on
educatlion braught aboub & progressive leadershlp whilsch
was poon ragopnized LY many persons throughout the

stabtas

& more liberal

pdloy of educablon. Hls period
6P aduinisbration was just the opporite of M. Rigler's
in meny ways. He belleved in a liberal education and
in sllowing his teachers much more Creedom than they
had enjoyed under Mre Blglerie lemdership. i
introduged many lunevations into the Portland system,
and in most instances,; his sugrestions were followed
by the schools.

g

ensair and wicrsded rooms inbroduced. Opensalr

rooms were begun for the weaker ebhilldren in 18lb. The




w e

twe open-alr roowme at the Irvingbon Sthool and the one
at Holladey School gave much satisfaction and resultod
in & requast lor more roome of the openealy type (1)
When one swrveys some of the recent ollmatic conditions
which prevall in our falr eity at the present time, one
is inclined to bellevs that the Portland climate has
éh&ﬁg&& 8 great deal since the days of the upen-air
roome 1n the schoolst ,

Chilarven who suffersd lrow any nervous eondiblon
were excused Lrom classes early and allowed Lo go home,

During the same yesr ungraded rooms wers also
sstabliched. The superintendent believed ﬁha% ahlldren
should be trested as individuals and nol a8 aversgess
This was the resson for the establishment of these
rooms. The students celled wmlslitge~thone above or
below gradewswere taughld in these ungraded slasses
individuglly,; nobt wore than aixteen under one teacher.
They were permlbtted v go az fest as thelr ablility
would warrant (8},

Teachers were advanced with ﬁhaiﬁ grades becsuse
4t waa belleved that if a teasvher kept the sume puplils
for more than a year she would learn to understand the
pupiles better individusily. Porslgn langusges were
Introduced inbo the gprasme

sphools (3).

Prom 1915 to 1918 the Portland schools 81t the
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influence of btwo vitally different Ieotors. One was
the porsonality snd sduninistrative weasuyes ol the new
superinterndent who had introduced a more llberal and
propeessive Torm of sdusabion inbo the aysien. The
other was the disruptlon and eouwplete change vaused

by Amgrioa's entrance into the first World Bar.

¢h Schoul ppened. The Greston Scheool

butlding was used for the beglnnling of the ¥Franklly
flgh Behool, Portlandts fourth high sehool evganized
and opened in Pobruaryy, 10ld4s Mr. Se Po Ball was the
sshoolts first principel (4)s The first enrvollment
totaled 1306 studenbs, Abtendsnoe probleoms ol
sdminiebrablon wers in a burmoll st the tiwe and the
first classen of the Wigh sehool were goablered
theoughout the bulldings in varlous rooms that wers
avallable {6, The brlick bullding was nesring
sompletion in 1817 and the Tirst unlt of thils new

buildling was opened oy school use in Sepbember, 1817,

The pew Benson Sehool of Trades. Hre Simon

Benson, & retired lossing operator and publicsgplrited
citizen, was on several ocomslons an interested viasltor
ab the School of Trades {8). He had obgerved during

hin actlive busginess caresy that an lntreasing number of

high sehool and college graduates were unuble to seburs




positions in an age rapldly beosouwling Industrialized,
With thia perapeciive he £91t thab many youths would
bebter thelr shances of employment 1L they had acguired
gk1ll in & trade. In 1915 he oflersd bo donate to the
dlstrict £100,000 for the purpose of bullding the flrsb
unit of & Beheol of Trades, upon sondition that the
dlstrict conbract to expend at least {100,000 during
the yesy 1918, in the consbrucstion of & second wnit Lo
that sehoolys The offer was sccepled by the board and
the school was to be nawed Benson Sehool of Trades (7)s

- The firat unlt of the new brlok bulilding was
openad on September 4, L1917 and the first principal was
Mrs Oo He Cleveland who had held this position since
1914 in ﬁké old gehool of Trades. This school became
s80 very popular thaet within & very short tlme,
additional room wes needed to talte omre of the
Incrensed enrollment. Thisg condition was remedied by
the construetion of additlonal unlte oalled Yporiablea"
which are still in use to this date.

There wae a denand for a commercisl course in
the high schools Trom the time that the Jurvey Heport
of 1eld stabed thet Portlsnd wee certein to become a
commercial olty, In 1814 Princlipals ﬁagkin Jenkins

and Ts Te Davis submitted outlines {for reviged
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stenugrarhlic and comvereial courses Ln the high
gehoolse Mre Jonking was»£EV§ﬁ authiority by the board
to install the bwo vesr oourss which he had sugpested
in the Jeflerson High Sghovl beglnning with the
Februsry, 1814, term and Mr. Davis was to instell the
gourse abt his convenlence at the Lincoln High School

{B3)e

High Sohool of Comerce wag ssbablished ln the old
gnatiuck Schwol bullding in Septewber, 1916. e 4.

e Sproule was elected principal and Look over In thab
posiblon fmwedlatsly (9)e ALl studenta in the other
high sshools who desired Yo teke a copmereisl tourss
were Lrensferred Lo the new schools Two fourwyear
ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁe& wore adopteds The first was g Lookkesping
gouwrse where bthe student's mejor course was bookhtespling
taken along wilh othey business sublecis. The obher
was a shenographlc course which ineluded courses 1

N A
typing, shorthend aml obthey requlirved business subjoctg.

The Ste Johne Digtrict wop amexsd Lo School DMetrict
Humber One on July 7, 1916 (10)s The Jamss Jobhn

Hizh School was added ab this btlme to the system with
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Wre Wy Te Flotoher as prinaipal.

Ihe Plaboon System or Twomiroup Pleps The

Plabtoon System was {lrst piven a trial during Mrs

Aldermants adminigtvablon in 1818, It waz dalled the
Twostiroup Flan and wai desoribed as follows in the
Annual Reporhi

Miss A4 has two groups of 85 puplis esch Ior the
four fundamental studisgersading, languupge,
arithmetlo, peography, with hlstury or eiviea,
alternabinge While one group 18 in her roon the
othey 25 of her puplls sre studying with anotber
group undey another teathey, baking penmanship,
apelling, nature study werk, play, manuul bralning,
sewing, cooking, or some other work of thaib '
character. I these lour fundsmental studles ure
taught bo thls group of ¢hildren by the #eme ,
tencher,; a home feelling is kept in the athools The
teacher fouls thab she Is reaponslble for each
ehild, and the pupll fesle that the Leacher cccuples
the relationehip of ancther parent {(11)s

It is also polnted out that the tescher has
more fime ﬁ& perapare her work, having four, lnatead
of ten, subjests to prepars, snd lewer puplle ab any
one time than she would have in an ovdinery sehools
Pour gehools weore ocarrying oub this plan whern 1t was
first adovbed., This plan gained tremsndous populseity
during Mre Rice's period of administration, se will be

shown later in this theslis,

¥uslo comes Into importance in the schools,

Musle became an important part of the ashool currieulum
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during this period. In 3818, Mrs We He Doyer, the
supervisor, stated:

gusic is & study of great lmportance in the
sehool cwrrioeulum, not slone on account of Llts
musical value, but since 1t is the one book study
in which every pupil must do the ssow thing, ab
the same tlme, st the sawe speed, 1IU 1s recognized
a8 the best dlsclplinery study of all (12).

I« By 1517 the schools

Americe enters World War
of Portland were reaching & high stage of development
and were meobing bthe negessary edusationsl nesds of

the commnlibys Tt wos during this partlienlar pepicd
of btime thab edusatlon cams bto a bemporary halt: World
far One was upon us and all atbenbion was fogused upon
1% America sntered the conflict om April 6, 18l7:

The result was ¢ complele char

ge ln achool prograng
along with meoy c¢hanges in induatry and in the field
of businesss The whele nation wan foroed to shangs
over o & war-time program of productions The
Portland mchouls followed the nation In putblng forth
& tremendous gamount of power, strengith, and ensrgy
towerds the war effort., Superinbendent Aldervan stated
in his repork for 1818 ns follows:
~ Dur ehildren are burning with the {ine fire

of patrictisme From primary ehlldren to high

school students every pupll hes done his share,

and wmore, measuwrsd on the per caplita basls. In

the desire Lo help Amerlica, we are told by those
in authority thad the children have btaken the lead,
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the ehildren, thal grewt, orgenised, snthusiashlie
multitude of patriotst

The splerls of plving hag sharacberlized the school
democragy--generosity is shown in all cases, and
gsell-puaprifice in thousands of casess Jur graesiest
230t i in our spny of young men who are in the
serviog, Hleven hundred hilgh acheol Loys, from a
high=gehool populablion of seven thoumsnd, have
joined the solors (13). '

There were nany other mejor accompllsbmentis brought
sbout during dr., alderments term of offlce, A pupilis
vacatlon employment bureau was organized (l4). &
workshop for the blind, with one blind instruster in
charge , was opened In the Boys! Schwol of Trades on
Bareh 18, 1934 (156)es Oubslde credlt for musioc siudled
under privete, bub sccredited; teashers was granted to
nigh school students {18)s Practice stores were set

sp In the spehoola. Visusl educeblion was begun and 2000
slider sscured for use in the sehwolss Habure astudy
was eneouwraged, bird houses were bullt by the thousands,
and even fly traps were consbructed by the puplls In
Bhe hope of making Portiand s flyless olbys. Swinning
banks were lnstalled In some ol the schoolse Bohool
children regularly went on conducted btours throughout
the oity as a part of thelyr regulsr studlss (17} Art

courses were alsc intyoduved into the grade schools.




T4 e inberesbing o sote how many of these lnnovatlong

which were esitablished under the lesdersbly of M.

AlGersan fre still being procbised in the sehools of
portland today {1950},

T 3816 superintendent sldeprnen presenied a
sugpesbion regarding high school dencess The board
ruled that I the dances were undey the auspicss of
nigh sehool facultieg they oould %% held, providing
the parents of a majority of the sbudents atbend {18},
rh i intoresting Lo compave thiz ruling with the move
lenient school pollcles regarding school dandes In
the prosent bisese

The sbnormal wapr peychology regulied in a
pudden lebtwdown in he purposes ol edugtation ag they

Blmese e Aldercanty adminisbraw

aro set up in norsnd
tion begun to sulley critielimn fronm many persons. He
hed brought aboul some rather sudden and abrupl changes
whiech were nobt copslidered to be of btoo high an
sdusational value by certain sritical Individuales
Behool politics secped to be rather vicious at the

time and ag & resulb, during the month of July, 1vl3,
e, Alderyan was relleved of hls dubies as superintends
ent and assigned to the supervislion of Wer Activities

i thie Portland sehoolsg, slthough bls berm did not
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pipire for snothwe vesr {18).
Jie later accented a poslilon wilh the

government in the Unlbted Stabs 0flice of fducatlon.

v+ The period of hils adminlstration may

pe thought of as suscsssiul snd progressive, espetially
LI one considers thw many innovabtions brought abeut in
the syatem, and that are etill in operabtlon today.

Surely they sust have proved successiul throughoub

the many years of thelpy uge, «r they would have besn

digeontinued by this tluse
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CRAPIER VIIT

fro Daniel A. Grout bsoumes suverintendent.

Danlel 4. Sroub botame aoblng suwerintendent of the
Portlend publlie sthools in 1918 and was electad to the
position on FPebruary 20, 1818 (1}. He had flrst been
emgloyed by the district in 1896 when he was offeved
the position of principal at the Atkinson School and
later he be&&m§ princlipal of the Park School, In 1807
he wag nemed princlpsl of the Last Slde %igk $ahaa1§
bub lmmedlately alteyr this mppoinbtment, the poslition of
kgslstant Superintendent was ocreasbed and Mr. Sroub wes
electaed %ﬁ that office. He held thiz positlion unbil

is appolntpent as asbing superintendent.

Mills Opens-aly Sehool eveoted and opened. It
was during Mr. Ovout's sdeinistrablon that an oxtensive
vullding progrem was bogun iIn the olty sohool syston,
The ¥ills Open~ily Bohool was ervected during the year
1918 and was ready for ocoupsney January 89, 1218 (2.
his sehool wag desipned to btake core of FLty elomsne
tary puplils & term apd as soon as bthe ohildren were
restorod to normal physioal condiblon they were
discharred and usually sntered one of the regular

gehinols. Ho dipsaped or institublonsl osses wers

aufiiio




permitied bto atiend.
This same yesr & conbract was entered into

between the school distriet and the Pederal doavd for

e

Vosablonal Bducablon providing for the rebabllibation
of dissbled moldlers, sallors and marines abt the high
school and the Benson Polybechnic school (8)s There
were [ifby of these students reglstered during the
vears The ungraded olesses for subenormel ohilldren
wore also sontinued, The wipradedeglass work has been
regavded as very successiul and such ¢lasses are really

an absolute neeessity In sny good-sized school system.

Gurrienlum sxpanded abt Girls! rolvtechnls Sechools

Hiss aAnng Ee Arnold, principal of the Glelsd
Polybecimin school made recommendation to the board
to lnstall the following sddlitionel eourses in hey
gehooly home nursing, houseralds! syrts, orchwstre,
salespanship, specisl housshold arbs, trede pastry
work, voesl muslc and young housekeepsrs' methods (4).
Superintendent Groubt exwlorsed her sugsestlions and the
coursas were inaupurated ln the sehool alicr the

board had edopted Lhe programs

Behool situstion Tollowing the war. In hls

annual report for the school year 1P18-80 the
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puperintendent was able to sbete thaet during the past
yeay the schools had been able to yesume work slong
normul 1lnes (5)s An intensive program of Ameriganiw
zablon was introduced with Mrs Me Le Prabt as
superiviser and instructors The course dealbt with
Aneriom ideals and patriotism and Mn Fratlt gald In
tls report, "Prue patrictism helps bo develop moral
characber , whlch 1z the most periect form of pgyebleal
developments It Le consegquently an ldesl worthy our
groatest elforts to obtaln® (6).

A prozram of oubdoor acbivibtles {or the achool
ehildren wes sotablished with exerciges degigned to
maintalin equilibrium of body and mind. A number oaf
distinctive features were Llncorporated into the
administration of the achools, ohielly with the vlew of
making their menagowent move demccratlic and effectlve.
The serviee in the bigheschool libraries wes greably
improved and the five large schools had full tine
1ivrariang ouploved. She Cormmwres and James Jobn
gohools had half=bime peyvies and Glrlst volytechnle
had & 1ibrarian working thvee veriods g week. The
sciwool depsrtwent at the Central Libwary was also
expendlng 1%e faeilitles 1o order to meet the needs of

thie students angd tegchsere sllles
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Just ag in the present era, there was a demend
by neny personsg in the commmity for & program of publie
sehool edugation that could adept iteell to meel ths
noesds of the present day. The population of Portland
at the beglnning of ¥r. Groutts adwinistration was
about 388,800 and sbill ﬁﬁaaﬁiig insreasing, which
resvlied in so inoresse in sthool snpollment alsos In
srdor to take care of some of theas oconditions
additlional buildings were needed snd the report for the
yeur stabeng

Building activities were of a very restricted

nature owing to lack of funds., In order Lo provide
additional housing faelllitiss 80 portables wers
sonsgtructed at various schools throughout the

ity (7)» ‘

The uddlilon of these portsble bulldings to the
sghools tended to alleviate bthe crowded condliions for
a time,

The %orld War hed brousht svoul & high cost of
1iving and on April 3, 1919, the board asuthorized a
sum not bo exeesd $100,000 to be distributsed to all
teachers In the distriet, On ¥ay 10, 1818, & levy to
ralse 081,000 wae authorized by o vote of Lthe people
for the purpose ol lnereasing beachers® zelarles during
the ealenday year 1880 (B).

Beening school was conlinued at the albins,
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Benson, Girlst Polytechnle, Comerce, Jallerson, Ladd,
and Lincoln sshools ovn Septenbeyr 28, 1819 (9).

The new sohool law and reguletions of the Stabe
Department of Publle Instrustion required that hipghw
soheol pupils In the pedagogical course must have
fittesn weeks of leaching practice of forty minutes
sach day durling the fourth year, and 1t was recommonded
by the bosrd thet 1t be made & part of the dutles of &1l
prinsipals and teachers, when callsd upon, to give the
necessary sssistance and eooperablion to these puplls
{10},

The High School of Commerce wes organized on
the ™"unit" plan duping the school veanr 182021 {11),
The puppose of this waes Lo resch teriain definite
mile posts al the end of the second yoar, so that
students may have o working imowledge of a definite
part of commereial education at the end of sach of
these yoars.

Mr, Grout yaports in 18821 ss follows:

The sehoel work during the yearim# continued
without serlous interruptions and the puplla have
covered thelr courses wilbth reasonuble puccess.
There has been a gradual expansion of the
voostional gide of public school edusation, both
in the slewenbery and seoondary schools. Benson

has almost brebled ity abttendance during the last
three years showing a remarkable prowth (12).
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in sthletics and organizational geses wus increassing
rapldly and 1t was obvious that movre equipment was
neoded by the abhletice departumnt to take guve of
these needss Superintendent fGrout reported thab
it was 4ifftoult with the svallables squipment to give
the amount of physiesl edusabtion tralning in the high
sshools as reguired by schoul laws and recommended
that students lfurnishing aa%igfaafﬁ?§ ovidonce that
they were reselving eguivalent Instrustlion sutsides the
aehools be given oredii for that work on the same
baslie as oredlt wag given for oubside lnstruction in
nuasle (18). The board ag@r@?@ﬁ'thiﬁ plan unanlimously.
Tho higﬁm&ghsﬁi vhiysical education program sonsizted
of military marohing, sedtlogeup drills, apparsbus
work, semes and abtbleticss These aetivilies were all
pragticed with prescribed rogularitys

The Superintendent of Properties posltlon was
creaated in Septembey, 1880, He was to have general
oharge of the e?%atiang ropalr, and cars of all school
properties, subjeol to the direvtlion of the boasrds
Sehool Janitors were under hils directlon and
tnatructions and he had bthe suthorlty to employ and

discharge all employees in bils department (14)s
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Additlonsl elementary scheools bullbe During the

years through 1080-228 additional slementary school
constructlion was under way and several new schools wers

| opened among these belng the J. V. Beedh, Frankiin

Elomentary, Buckman, flameda, Marysville, and Rose
Uity Park schools. There was a uniform prowth along

all lines with no partleularly ocubstending sthievements,

@ irerernlly end sorowity problem. It ia

interesting to note that Supsrintendent drout in
Hereh, 1021, brought up the mebter of high sehool
students belonging to frabternities and reguested that
the opinion of the disbriet abborney be obbalned ag Lo
the authority of the board in dealing with bors who arve
students in high school and members of secret |
iraternities conducted outside the schools (156)e

The Hducatlonal Affalrs Committee submiited g
| resclution regarding the fraternities and other seoreb
organizations whieh gave the prineipal, providing he
had satisfaotory evidencs, the duty to suapend axsy
pupll violating the resvlubion. It was unanimously
pusged and gdopted by the board of directors {16),

Deputy Dlstrioet sbiorney Pierce wus prosent
abk a board meeting In April, 1924, and stated that the

Oregoen Sbatutes prohiblited Tfrebernitles and sororisios
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among students (17). The subject of secret
societlies will be given a more complete treatwment in
~ this thesis in a later chapter under administration

of Buperintendent Rehmus, the present (1950) head of
the Portland schools.

A new aduministration building. In March, 1823,

the varlious departments were moved Iinto the new
Administration Bullding located alt Clackamas and
geventh Streets, situated approximately In the ceunter
of the school district (18).

Mabthew 01Dell, Superintendent of Properties,
made s polnted obgervation when he sald in the 1823
report:

Possibly the greatest advancement made during
the past year was the successful co-operabtlon of
the school district and the Department of Parks
and Playgrounds of the eity in the development of
the Grant High 8Scheool and 1ts site as a portion of
g community peark and playground. This was a great
step forward both from an educational standpolnt
and from an economlc standpoint as the duplicatlion
of playground and athletic facilitlies by both the
school dlstrict and city departments will bse
unnecessary and results in the graatest advantege
to ?th the c¢hildren and the e¢ltizens of Portland
(19) .

New Roogevelt High School erected. Two new

high school bulldings wers erected in 1922 and 1923.

The first was James John School, in 8t,., Johns, acquired
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by the school distriet through amnezation in 1917, the
new bullding replacing the old one at Horth Central
and Ids Streets (20), The name wag changed st the
request of many perscons to Rousgevelt High School in
“honor of Theodore Roosevelt and in hermony with other

high schools in Portland named after presidents.

Waghingbon High School destroyed by fire snd

replaced with new bullding. The Washington High Schocl
was destroyed by fire on Oetober Qég ivge {(81). It
was immediately rebullt on its former site, a brick
building with gll of the modern conveniences. The new

school was ready for occcupancy by Sesplember, 1924 {22).

Grant High Sohool construsted En&ragenaga The

Grent High School was opened in S@?t@;h@?g 1924, It
was located at Northesst Thirty-sixth and Tillamook
Streets. Mr. We Fo Fleteher, who was tranferred from
the Roosevelt High School was the first principal. The
enrollment totaled 1181 pupils. The course of study
‘adopted for the new OGrant Hipgh School was as follows:

. College preparabory, Englishk, Lalin, French, work in
shorthand, typewriting and bookkeeping, Spanish,

selentific, domestic art and regular art course (23).

Extensive bullding program continued. 1In 1924
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the Sohool Distrlet put into efiect wn extenaslve
bullding progrean in ¢comection with the adoptlion ef
the rlatoon Bystem of school organiszablon. Many new
slsmentary schools weres being sonstrusted snd completed
ab this blme to £1t intoe this new plene Freviously
the dlstriet had enbered into nepobtlabtions with the
Bureat of Bdueation, Department of the Interior, o
make s supvey of the bullding necds of the gily. Mr.
williawm wirt, Superintendent of Sehoole In Gery,
Tndlana, exponent of the Platoon System, and ssveral
obher indlviduals ol the bursaun,; hendled the bullding
programe  The work on ihe survey was begun on
September 81, 1983, and the {leld wark wes cowplebed
November 84, 1925 (84).

This repori which was prepared by this swvey
voard aroused a great deal of new interest in the
field of esdusabion in Portland, HMany persons were
vitally interested in sducational metbtiters and the publis
was ready Lo approve the esbablishment ol inprovexents
in the Portland school systen.

on June 21, 1984, the slectorate voted on a
vond lasuve of five willion dollars based on the works
study=play bullding prograsm in sccordence with the

roeport of the Sureaun of Lducation, This expendiiure
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woe bo cover a peried of the first five years of
bullding construcbion, ending Decssber 31, 1B2Z7, and
was to be only & part of a conblnuous bullding program
eovering s period of Ciftesn years (85). It was
planned o agk the olesborats for five million dollsrs
svery Iive years until fifteen million dollars had
been atquired,

The program began with & great smownt of
activity and enbhuslagme gﬁ@&?iﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ% of Fropertles,
Hatthew G'Dell reported as follows:

The mogt importent and sventful yesr in the
snnals of Portland history in ihe matler ol school
sonshrustion 45 now belng carried on, and with
the coming New Yeavr, Jane 1, 1986, ths preasent
rate of progroess zaéiéaﬁaﬁ that four new schools

will be complebedye.scectnd additionad plang for
new ones were belng prepared {E6).

?@ﬁ@h@? B %ﬁﬁ BDor

the exbensive bullding progran whilch was begun during
the period Mr. Grout alsoe introdused the plan of
having teachers pape upsn the textbooks to be adopted
by the system {27). Teachers were plven mors
opportunity to expound thelr views on edusationsl
matbers and were requested o meke susgestlions whicgh

they thouglt mizht beonellt the systems

Summarde Mre Grout was foveed Yo reslgn hils
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position as superinbendent on Jamusry 1, 1886 bevause
of 111 health. It i3 probable that 1f his bheslth had
besn satislactory, he would have held the pesition for
many sore years. He was well-lliked by all; both young
and olde People had s great amount of trust and falth
in him and be never failed to uphold the principlaes
whivh he belleved were fslr and for ithe best interests
of the aystem. e pagged sway in Pebrusry, 1880,

& Titbing tribute 19 pald to him by Wrs Charles

4e Rlow,; who suseseded him in offioe:

Yo one who sver hemrd hism cxpound an sducabional
method oy an iniricabs plece of adminlstrative
enginoering eould fall to appreciabe ihe organising
power ol hls mind, the supreme genius of his
podagogleal. veshinlque, vhebther 1t was in &
classroom of little ones, an avditorium full of
prineipales and teachers, or o meebing of the

patronyg of the 3iﬁ§s be was equelly ab howe, &
master beacher (88}, :
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b4e Hiew slected superinbendent, Wre .

Charles Ae. 7loe was olected to the superintendent's
position on January 4, 1928, He beoane acling |
super intendent in 1985 after Mpe Orout’s 1llness
prevented bis csrryving on the dubties of the ofilvce.
Mps Vioe had taught In the Zast and also had held
geveral princlipalshipe belore goning bo Portland in
1908, His fivet position in the Portlaend sysbenm was
% ool princlpal of the Clinbon Helly Sparmpar Johools
He later moved o the Coush Behool and then to the
Sellwood School, He wap named soocond aaslsbant
supsrintendend in 1911 when the superintendency was
held by dynamle Frank Rigler. He served In this
sapacity For geveral years snd Llen bocane irst

assistant superintendent in 1818 under lr. Groubs

Introduebion of the Platoon Plan. Superintends

ent Bioe is considered the real gponscr of the Fladboan
System and in 1¥E7 he way President of the Hatlonal
Assocliablon of Platoon dchouls, &b which tlme there
were Y00 rlatoon sehools in the United Stabtes,

represanting 1806 oliiles and 34 stabtes (1) He was

w L {3
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locked upon me an outsbanding edutator for this
ayaten was thousht ol a2 the last word in modern
educational methods. This plan was & conwverslon of

slamenbary schools from nloe prades as were Tound in

the conventlonal plan, In which each teacher taucht all

subjeets, to alght prades of the plabtoon plan, with a
program thet ineluded study, work and play, and which
ubilized all the sohiool equipment all the time. The
maln wim ol the plan was 4o glve the puplle the
benelit of expert supervision in subjeets, snd the
plan was 2o desizned that 1t eould take sare of the
elty chlld¥s larpge asmount of lelsure tlme,

In vegard te the lngreased sshoosl enrolluent in

the sehools durlng the year 182G, ¥r, Hlce ssys:

The year has been gulte mascessiul Lrom the
atandpolnt of resulis secured, stbendsnce, the
erectlion of new dulldings and additions o
bulldings,

During the second term of the past school year
aineteen sghools were operated on the platoon
planya« The enroliment of these ninetesn svhools
for the pastborm wae 15, 154, This is 36.84 of
the total olementary schoul enroliment. Six wove
sehools will be organized on thias plan in
Sepbembar, 1926 {(2). :

s flce aluo stabted in this report that he

believed the Tenuwre Loaw was workable. It was the
belied of the admlnistratlon that the provisions of

the law salewguard the interests of tho beacsher and al
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the same Slme malo 16 possible to dlgcuntlinue those
wio are Inelilclent.
Thls saoe vear coumpmliliees on course of study

and the adopblon of bexbtbooks wero apucinted and wore

made up of teachsrs and prineipslss As hew Dooks were
pubilished the sommlites sesoured coples of thew fox
study and roview. It was slso thely duly to revise
courpes of study for both the high schouls and the
glementory schools {3).

M, plee wrote s series of arbleiles Ior the
Jrepon Bducabtion Journal In rersrd o the PFlatoon
Syeten a8 hs intended to get 1% up ln the Portland
sehoolss e statest

The platoon school is a compromiss betwasn the
departuental sehoul where saoh teadher Leachos one
subJeck, or poasibly btwo, and the traditional
achiocl where such teacher boaches bll of the aubjedk
in a courne of sbudys In the platoon school each
pupil recites all ol his wejor subjects to one
teacher and has o 4iflsrent teacher In eath speclal
pubiects, Lo pete the ndventare of the mothering
which one teagher lg able to give him for hall the
day end the advantsse of having o teacher who i1s o
speclalist in each of the speclal subjects.

In Portland the subjects teught ln the hone
rooms are reading, penmanship, spelling, arithwmetic,
lLanpuass and elthey hisbory or ¢ivics. The special
room subjects arve gsograplyy, nature study, musio,
art, health work, librery work, physiovlogy, physical
Praining, asditorlam work, manuvel Vrainlng, sewing
and cooking and €ivicBecean

In a platoon school, each part ol the bullding
is In use every poriod...for iihls reason, o




w] Ol

bullding orgenlzed on the plan will accommodate
from 1/4 to 1/% more puplls than when orpanlzed on
the traditional plan (4}, :
Four new bulldings were srected and thilrteen
schools were provided with sddltiooal accomrodatlons
in order that they mlzght be réeady to beglin work under

the platoon plan. a1l were cccoupled by 1086,

byl dal By Gnd peried ol oXpansions

B PEOEE

During the yesr 192% the bullding propgrem was in full
swing and new bulldings were belny complebed in rapld
suscesalon. In his report, My, hlce suys:
This has been a very suctessiul yoaresse
there has been the usual growth in school
enrollment. The enrollment in the elementary
sehools was 45,418, 9,448 were enrolled in the
aix gensral bhigh schools, B,301 in the two
polyteghnis schools and i”vi in the High Sohool
ol Commaredeoes
The bullding progrew during the peat year hes
made sabisfacbory progresus..ihe pPesent rate of
progress indlcates that the 1887-32 bullding
programn, authorized in June, 1826, will be
sompleted by the edpiration of the year 1980 (L)«
By Geplember, &%ﬁ?§ there were a Lotal of
thirtyeone scliools on the plan. This was approximstely
61% of the elementary sehool envellment {(8),
5 forsoast was baken in 1880 to determine how
many pupils would take Germang which had been dropped

during world War I, 1t 17 wers baushbt agsin in the
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high sehools. The repponse was wnsnimously in Lavor
of adding the course to the éarriaalﬁm and it was
decided to the best interests of %h@}aﬁuﬁaﬁts to
reinstate the course in the high schools beginning in
‘September, 1988 (7). |

Departuent of Reseprch esteblighed. The
Department of hesearch which had been in operation for

some vears was making notable progress. Several
studies had boen made of dlfferent school problems,
ineluding o swvey o debeyrmine the number of ohildren
suf faring from speech defects, another was to debermine
the number of left-handed writeras in the schoolss
Intelligence tests hed aléo been glven ko classes and
the results used in classilving pupiles and in
promotions, with the alm of placing all childron in
elasses where they could do the best work (8),

corps of six dentists and six dentel nurses, with é

gentral clinie malntsined in the Administration
Butlding (8)s 4 swall charge was made when ﬁh@ parants
wore able to paye. 7The dantiats and nurses were alse
assigned for geveral weoks té sach school, depending

uponn the sige of the school; in arder that ihey might
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moke examinabions which would emable them to find oub

which children were in dlre need of dental works

, 1.2 ol L Ieeet. oy _ : vosatlional
pducation was beooning wore luportent oas &hﬁ oiby

besame more industrislized, MHes Le Do Brigham, slty
director of this dsparbment in the sohools stated in
nls report for the year 1987 as follows:

The alm of Yoeabional Bducsblon 1z to brldge
the geap bobwesn the penoral educatlonsl Tield and
th drastic nosds of indusiyry. Vesational

Rduecation s carvied on in Portlend mmy be defined
as a wovement tralnling the worker foy and in a
productive o80Upabion, the Federal and Slate
Governmenbs ﬁﬁ@atb&r with Sehwool Dlebrict Hoas 1,
enployer, snplbyse, civic anﬁ trade organizations
in mubval ﬁﬁ@@@rﬁﬁgﬁn {10) s

The need for vocational sdusatlon was bssoming

more fully reallzed by the eltizens of Portland snd
the sohool suthorities wore commended by the majority
of y&rg@ﬁg for the sbtand that they had taken in r& Ay
o iﬂﬁ%&l&i&g this courge in the systems Cooporabive
condl tlons were ldeal ln Portland for the development
of the whole voeatlional plen end, with sdequate
fineneing, the program was bullt up to meet the nceds

88 they arossd.

bepurteant of Visusl Fduestion estsblished. The

nepartment of Visuel Eduesbtlon began Januery 31, 1987
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and & teacher was placed 1n charge in the platoon
sahools .

The Managing Committes made 1ts report for 1928
and the signe pointed Lo an ond of the expansion
pericds The growbth in school enrollment that year had

not been as lerge as in previous yearss

New Girls! Polybtechnie High School ersobed m

gpened. In 1928, the Glrlst Polytechnle, s vecablonal

sehovt on the high sohool level wes provided with o
new bullding {(11)s The school was originelly known
a8 the Glrlast %ﬁ?&?ﬁwﬁﬁibﬁf the School of Tredes. The
seheol had the avademic and commersial subjects in the
curriculun and instruction was sdded Lﬁ.ﬁﬁﬁiﬁg and
talloring, preparation of foods, home management and
social relastionships, millinery, lndustrial wrt,
metal art, drawing, oraft art, music, oral Bnglish and
dramatic art, home nmursing, menners gnd condust,
prachbical sclence related to foods, and physlical
trainings Cosmercial work lneluded typewriting,
ghorthand and retall selling instruction. Acadenle
studies inoluded Bnglish, llterabturs end clvies,

4 gtudy wes made during the year 1888 to
determine the relative merits of the platoon system,

ap compared with the braditional sehooel system. I
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was found that the graduates of plaboon schools wers
well squipped to compebte for grades with the gradustes
" of the traditional schools, and were fsr ahead of the
sraduates of slementary schools oubslde the olty (12),

In 1989 the Hanaging Committee as a result of
investigations, wholeheartedly andorsed the platoon
gsysten, and asserted thab in zpecial subjects The
platoon scheol pupile wers somewhst Ifaversd, both in
opportunities Loy instruction and in actual achlevement,
This was in effect a vielory for vhe platoon type ol
organizabtlion 1n that it éh&ﬁ@éaauai ragults in the
fundamental subjects and a supsprloribty in the spesisl
subJects (18)e

It was recorded that the abtiendance in the high
schools had increased during the 198030 sebhool year.
Thers were abt the time forty-ons platoon schovls whieh
weant that elghty-four per cent of the totel elementary

enrollment was undeyr the plan,

The depression affects the system. The worlds
wide esconomic depresslon had srrvived by 1830, The
glementary school snrollment lmmediately begen Lo
doorease in Portland as 1t 4id all over the nation. In
sontrast to this decrease, the hiph achocls showed an

inoresse due to the lapge number of young men and
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women who could not find any kind of employmnt and
therefore declded to spend thelr time in sohool rether
chan doing nothing st all, The smml report for 1831
statedy

AG no previous tlme has the guestlon of elobthling,
books, and carfare besen s0 sepious., Reallizing that
idleness 1s perhaps the grestest contributing
factor toward delinquency, we hope tHo double our
elforts this Lall in the attempt to keep svery ohild
in school who should be there (14)s

fzupl alds soms into v During this peried

8 growing interest 1n the use of visual aids fop
yurposes of insbtruction hﬁﬁrﬁﬁﬁﬁ wanllosted nob only

in the speclal subjeots bub alsoe in the howe roonm
subjoetss MHuch wropress wab wade in the uge of theso
aids which even in the schools of the g@gazﬁz bimen

are playing & mors prominent role than ever before.

The Department of Audio-Visual Educatlon was eventually

satablighed a8 & result of this,

i Behood of Cowmerce sompleted. The

new High School of fommeree, looated at Southeasd
Twenby«slixth and Powell Btreets was sompleted on
December 16, 1989 and first ococupled in 1830 (15}

Mre James Fo Hlbon was principal of the new schoole
e, Blton wag a kind, thoushbful and ambliions man who

was well versed in business proesdures and how they
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should bs beught in the podern hipgh sghools The wrlber
feels rather well informed and asoqualnied with thias
s¢hool in particuler haaﬁagé of having attended the
| school for four years and graduating from tts The
bookitseping and stenoprapble courses were contlnued in
the school as wenbloned in a.grgﬁieﬁa shepter. In
r@ﬁ@uﬁ yearas this school has been changed over to a
regular high school with much less smphagis on the
comnerelal courses although they mey still be baken ab
this schools

nis repord for 1088-03, Hes Rloe saldy

Thers is & great problen lopy the comlng yesrss
To solve 1t, we must Lmpress upon the lew peneras
tion, a respect lor pood government, for a move
enlightened practice of business sthlces, for a ,
sreator depree ol cooperabtlon bebween capital snd
iﬁb@rx for & moye elffective control of erime in
high and low placess That 1s and will be the aim
of Portland Public Schools and I sincerely hope
that the genersl public will have fallh In us and
by their support make the gond work poseible {(16).

Owing to & deplebed budget, the sysien had to
make sdjustments to keop within 1ts incomes These
ad justmente included a cut in teachers’ snlaries, a
cut in the cost of supervision aﬁ& property management,
a cut in the length of the school year, and a ganarél
incrsage of the teaching load, both in the elempntery

and high schools.
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The report for 193534 contalng the fellowing
gtatement by the superintendent:
The year has gseen the usual activitles
BOCO! m?aﬂiaﬁ by problems and difficulties thebt most
school systems are ensountering in those tlmes of
depression, Binge this is %ruag it is rather
difficult to Inelude in an annual repord very much
that s dalfferent frowx what the reports h&?ﬁ shown
for the last four or Five YeurBssss
The curtallments and eliminations mede through
- necessity at the beglming of the depression sbtlll
continue, with little prospect al the present time
that aﬁﬁiﬁianai Tunds willl be sgedured soon to make
rostitutlon of aotlivities and departments thab
were sliminated {17). 7
In 193%; the Sshool Tor the Deaf, locabted at the
Hosfukd School, added the Lirsteysar higheschool coursge
to 1t cuwrrloulum (18)s It proved to work out
sablefactorily and was conbinued for & number of years.
The Hoalord Schosl for the Deafl 1s 3611l in exlstencs
today and has proved bo be very succsssful, The
repuler elementury school 1 alse taught in this sawe

building apart from the desal sehool,

gdigon sixeyesr Bigh tchood opened. The Ldison
Bin~Year High School was ey@ﬁ@& in Sepbember, 19356, in

the old Alblna Hompstead Sghool bullding locabsd at
Beech and Palloy Strects. It was a development of the
Better Jcholarship High School and the Probationary

High School which was previously set up in the Falling
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Sehool bullding, spard from the elementary sestlon of
the sohooly fYhere wers two divisions of the new school
whieh provided vocabtional training in & limited nuwber
of trades and svademic classes. In September, 1656,
the Hirle! Division was separated from the Boyad
Divigion and moved to the vasated Brooklyn School (18).
A in the boys! department, thevs ﬁ#ﬁa vocational
classes inoluding oookling, sewlng, weaving, spinning,
basket waking, art and plane. The courses were all
practical and were designed not only o inberest the
aversge pirl, bubt to give her tralning thed will be of
some use to hey in 1ife and in the commerelial and
profesaional flsldas

These schools ware established to weet the needs
of boys snd glrls who were not properly adjusted in the
seventh and elghth gredes in the slomentary schonls, op
who neaded the benefit of a small high szohool
organization and eloger superviasion of the prolessional
stal'tsy, Thess schools wers compulsory wuntll 1838, when
they were made opporbtunity schools and gtwients were
not forced Lo attend 1f they had falled to make thelr
grade assigmments in the elementary divislon. The
schouls were not collegs preparatory. The purpose of

the scheools was Lo oversowe personsl diffienlties, as
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well as to glve sdusabional adventapes. They were
strictly puplil=pentered ﬁ@k§$13 where the adjustmont
of the in&i?iﬁuai study wae of primery lmporbance,

The gradustes from the Hosford Sechool for the
Deal were taken care of abt bhe Edison High Sehool and
& teacher {rom the Hosferd School taught oneshelf dey
at each sehool (20).

Tt was felt that the Hdison SixsYesy HEipgh School
for Boys and the Jane Addams High Boehool for (irls,
which was ﬁrigiﬁgllg the Glrls? Edison High Sehool,
wors & rosl luprovement and an iwmportant addiblon to
the sysbem. But due bto over-crowded conditions @frthﬁ
present day, these schools have been sbolished in
reoent yearfe _

In 1987, the Portland Public School system had
ten high aschoolss They were Pranklin, Orant,
Jofferson, Lineoln, Roogevelt, Washington, Henson
Polyteehnie, Girlst Polytechnic, Boys' and Glvls?

Fdison, and the ligh Bthool of Comuerde.

Bummarye. Mre Charles A« Rice resigned from the

position of superintendent on August £6, 1987, He
hag left an indelible lmpresalon on the aystem in
mavy ways. He esbsblished the platoeon system, of whieh

a modifisd vorslon is still belng used, Az long as
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there are any of the bulldings stending which wers
ereoted during his perlod of administration, there
will be a memory of Mr. Rice, for the bulldings weore
egpecially planned to house sehools that were conduched
on & platoon plans

| He served during one of the most eruelal and
trying periods thet our country hes ever experionced,
Tt is highly improbable that any one man could have
accomplished more, considering the economic sibuation
during his peried of sduinistration, He will be
remombered as one of the outstanding supsrintendents

of the Portland system,
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Mre. Halyh Be Dupdsle succeeds dr. Jtics. On

August £6, 1987, Lamedietely upon the resignation of
Mrs Hiee, Ralpb . Dugdale was sleclbed supsrintendent,
Hle had previcusly been superintendent of the cliy
sohoole in Toledo, Ohio, where he had worked up the
saucsbional ladder, gﬁﬁétiﬁg as 8 teagher, advanoing
Yo an elemanbary princlipalts positlon, then made
supsrviger of exbenalon and extra currleulur sectlvities,
sochool director, ssslstant superintendent and finglly
supsrintendent, He had a wealth of sxporiencs in the
field of ﬁéuga%iﬁﬁ and wae considered by the board s
the right man for the position. He was & tell,
strapping man with & winning grin snd he eapbured the
rospest and gooporabion of his achool staff aleost
fmmediately afber talklng over his new poslilon.

When he first came inte offlee, he let it be
known that be believed that the schools of Portland
wers training people for jobs that dld not exlast. He
lmeedlately selb out Lo revise the system in order 1o
keop abreast of the best in educstion. He also
cunsidered tsachers' sslaries important. He wished to
establish public conflidence In the sehovls and show

the patrong that they were really gebilng somsthing

w11%=
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for thelr money {1l}s

Mr s Dugdales began overhaullng the gomewhat
putmoded sdutabtionsl deparbtment of the school systenm
by begioning a vast program of peorganigetion, le
snlarged the asslisbant superintendentts stalf fronm
three to four persons bo provide for gresber
supsrvision of all educatlionel eotivitles taklng place
in the disbtrict.

Brs Rorman C. Thorne in oh

rpe of currioulum

revislon program. Mr. Wormen C, Thorne wes retained

in charge of eurriculum roviglon, & post whiloh be had
held under Wr, Hleo since NHovember %3, 1988, Ho was
sxtremoly ecompetent in this pogiblon becsuse of having
a groat deal of exporiense in the system, ontering as
& tessher In 191¢ and becoming an assigtant
superintendent in 1BRG. iHe had the auvlhority o

garry on such investigations, sxperiments, and
sonferences as he desmed Notosgary and he was sllowed
to appolnt and supervise such comuitlees as wers
needed in the jropram of the cuwrrioulum study (2).

#e also retalned his Tull status of asslstant
supprintendent although under this plan he was actuslly
anotheyr superintendent, for he was held sccounitsble

only bo the Loard and not te the supsrintendent (8)a
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lo was velieved of any roubine offive dutles that
might oonflied with bhis work in surriculum revision,
CMre Thorne began by appoinding bwelve gommiitesa
working Iin the elementary fleld, made up of one
ﬁﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁ slxty-nine teaschers, §ri§§ipa;a, snd heads of
Cdepartrents {4)e Mo believed that the teschers should
‘be glven the chanes Lo sid in working out & more
satisfactory type ol curriculum and he stated in his
report of 1938 the followlng view:

Undoy the new plan, instead of a commibtise
sitbing down and Dopmulating eerbaln things to be
baught, the newer plan provides thalt teachers
shall be encouraged Lo experiment in the
classrooms to debermine what meberlals shall be
used and how they ghsll be used lu order to
gogure the abientlon and inberest of fthe ehildren
andg bo arcuse lu them a desire to work., In the
amd, the ocourse of study, lostesd of being a
rathey nerrow, presopribed 1ist of Lhdngs Lo be
laarnsd and reclded, wlll probably conslst of &
nupber of experiments which have Peen varrled on
successTully In the slassroom, which will #ssrve
a8 guldes oy imcentlives or sugpestions to the
teachers as Yo what may be done in the clasercoms
Thig precedurs has sarked slpnificenss becauss
1t gives wn opportunity to those teschers who hove
inttiabive and resouresfulness to use thope
abilities for the benefit of the ehidldven in a
way thabt they oould net use them wadsr our former
geteup (D}

Honthly revort caprds serappad. In 1030, Nr,

Dugdale ordered the serapplng of wmonthly report cards
i &ll elty grade schools. He followed the rmbiorse

wide Brend of disearding the antiquated method of
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sendling monthly reports on gﬁaﬁéﬁﬁ grades o parenta.
4 new plsn was sdopted whereby cach bescher would
report irregularly, not only on elassroom [wopress,
pubk also sooinl and avogablonal reachlons of each
student {8). The {irst prades were alse wilithdrown
from the platoon plan In all the prade schools ond in
five of them, bhe plan was =odilied, 8¢ that the
seschers would be restricted to narrow ape groups
rather than beaching all eight prades. Thla wes the
beginning of a graduabe change-over Irom the orlginal
whan ol the platoon gchool as esbtabllished by

Bupsyintendent Hiop

Hew teachers! examination plan. A proposed

plan for adminlstration of teachere! sxauinailons was
drawn up in Hovember, 193%. The btestis were given in
the form of twe written examinsbions, one on general
seholarship, the other on professional edusatlon
{peyehwlopy and pedapgogy)s 48 oral examination was
alee included which was not bo extesd Iifteen
minubes. The oral exeminailion counsed Lhirty per
gont of the grade, the two wrlitten examinations
counted thirtye{ive per cenbt, the sxamination in
rrofessionel sducation used as a basls for a grade

in Tnglish, counted Uiftsen per end, and the
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remaining bwenty per cent of the applicant's linal
grade was establlshed by the superintendent's office
on the basls of professionsl training, experiente,

recormendablons and personalllty (V}e

School for phystoslly handicayped eohildren

eptablished. AL bids time an expsrimental center to
train physically bandleapped ohildren was opened In
the Kearns School (8)s The school was blghly pralsed
by patrons of the dlstrict and was conpldered &s a
necessary part of any [(irat-class school dletrict.
The sehooul was moved in 1938 to the @rau£ sohool
vullding where mors adequabe housing wes arranged and
a greaber number of pupllie were allowed to attend {9).
The name was changed to bthe Grout Center Loy
Phryaivelly Bandlespped Children and Is 8Ulll in
exligbence Lodsy.

In 19358, bigh sthool puplls who falled to sarn
thres eredits in ong gsemepber were glven s guldence
survey to determine the type of program which best
f1tted thelr neods either in the schoeol they were
attending or in some other school (L0). Vhen the
results showed that the pupll ecould not benefit by a
change to another type of mecondary gchool the pupll

would have to abtend the sehoel undil sueh time as the
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deliolencies were removeds Any pepll above the
fourth berm of any high sehool who Talled v sern
thres orediis in ons sepesler wag reglrloied Lo one
less eredlt abttnopt the following scuesior.

The GLrist Division of the Bdison bineYesr High
Sohoul wak soved Drox the Sroollyn Sshool site duwring
he year of 1H80 end wee sgteblished in the Holladaey
Behool bullding because of the grosb noed §§§vﬁﬁé§
gpaoe For the eleswpbary prades ab the Srocklyn
sohotl e The school opened In Septesber, 1688, st
168 new locabion snd e nawe was ohanped bto Janw
Addams Uigh Sahotls

Hpe Sldon Jerms war sleobed to the phslilon
of Director of Phystosl Dducabion on Hay 18, 1008 {(11).
Pe has epbablished an oxbonsive and effleient abhletle
propras whish hse ﬁéiﬁ%ﬁ Lhe aspprovel snd support of
the wejority of rortland's oitlzens who have an
interest in the Fortland schools., My Jomw §s stlll

at Uhw belm 1o thils depsrtment snd dolvg an smoesllent

Jobe

fstenatve pr

e of evenine classeg

gawatede An extunslve prograxw of svening sehoold
slasses wag insugurated In Pebruary, 16388, The Bengon

rodyiachnie and Oleist polyiechalo aslosy wiih the
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#igh Sehool of Copmerce were oponed for evening
clagses beginning on Mareh 14, 1933, The extenaion
work was under the supervision of My, Fe Vs Lesaure,
aﬁ§>p?§¥&& te be very successiuls 4 well organized
plan of svenlng schools 18 under operatlon in the oliy
of Portland st the present tinme and hes proved to be
of great value bto students who cannet abiend the day
schools and to many adultes who are seeking to furthey

themsslves sducalionally.

Department of guldence and Gounsellsg

satablished. AL tile tize the sehool distrlet

sstabllished & depariment of guldsnee, counselling and
tesbing, topsther with an cecupabional survey unit in
cooperaticn with bhe State Vocablonal Hducatlon
Deparimont and bthe Hbete and Pedersl Baployment
Servies, in which all out of school youlh would be
assisted in geturing occupationsl informatlon and
personal assistance In preparing themsslves for
emplovment, Thls program included all youthes Ifron
sixteen to twenbty=Iive years of gue (1R}, The Jtate
and Federal Bmployment Servies sssigned Swo counselors
bo the program whlch was conducted under the
gupervision of Dr. Bugenie Leonard, who had previously

¢

dons the sams king of work in the Han Pranclisco
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sehools,. This program 1s now handled by the Guldence
and Counseling Cenber of bthe Fortland Public Schools
mieh 18 located In the old alvineg Homestead Suhool
bulldinge Bvery student in the Portland schools
during his seoond vear of high school iz sent through
thiz ovonbor and tabes ths varicus bestr adulnistered
e @ repulnr part of hils course of etuwdy, usually in
sorrsilation with an Ingllah couras,

Un June 18, 1888, Hlss Georgla T Howe was
slected principel of Jane Addams High %chwol and Hrs,
runloe 0. ¥iles was eleoted to the princlipalts
posliion ab the Boys' Bdlson ligh sdhool {(18)., Hiss
Howe 18 now the Direcbor of Special Frojeobs ln the
Portland schoole and tesches some evening cladgses in
the Department of Bducabion at the University of
Portlend. Wrs. ¥lles is now prineipal of the
Cleveland High Zehool which was farmg?lg the High
gohool of Commeres .

The boys! Pdison ligh Schonl was moved to the
SHubin Klementary School upon the y@ﬁéﬁm&ﬁﬁaﬁi@n of
e, Dusdals boosuse of bhoe small sttendanes that the
Sabin School was recelving in the disbrliot whers it
was located (14}, The nome of the hiph scliwoel was

also changed Lo Sabin High Schools




it £ 0

ﬁu@griﬁtemé@nt Dugdale ;, during the year 1939,
mede & csreful evalustion of the school system and
noted that thers were too many fallures in the [irst
eyades This situstion was remedled by the satabllshe
mont and development ﬁf_graugﬁimérg'aigﬁﬁasa He alseo
believed that the seventh and elghbh grades must be
mors elosely corrvelated with and relebed Lo the high
sehool for ninebty per cent of the elementary sshool
pupils went on to high sehool. Thers seemed to be too
mueh difference in the educatlional progrems ol the
high sehools in content, organiszation snd pressntation,

therelfors, when a student translerred Irom one high

sohool Lo anobher there 'was a sarlous problem of
adjusbment (16)q

pugdale veoommended that the majority of the deparitment
head and supsrvisory positions be sbolished. He
reduded them %o teaching posltlions and sald that he
was veorganizing the school system in accordunce with
the labest theories as to educabicnsl and Cinsncial
effielencys It was his belief that verialn supsrvisory
posts were oubtdated and that others ghould bo merged

into larger supsrvisory positions {16).
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Thig move orested much dissension and 1lle
feeling in the ranks of the faculby. 'The board
approved the plan submitted by the superintendent,
bub net unanlmouslye The plen touched off a flare of
opposition to him which did not subside until his
resignation geveral vears laber,

A commitbee systen of supervigion took the
place of the supervisurs and depariment heads, Pour
subject supervisors were appolnted to direct activities
in Bnglish snd lengusges, methematics, physienl
selences and soolal golences.

iy, Hopkin Jenking resigned frowm his position
as prineipsl ab Jefferson High School at the close
of the sohool year, June, 1940, NHe had been princlipal
of the school since 1900 when 4t was Tirst esteblished.
He was recopnlised as an oubstending educabor and was
held 1n high esteen by the thouszands of students who
nad passed through his sschool for his abillity as an
sducator, his courtecus gsonelderation and loveble
tralts of characber, and his kindly scolicituds for the

studentat wellare (17},

Hational defense prosram bepins. During the

year of 1941 many worldewide evenits were taking shwpe
which would evenbtuelly lead owr nation into snother
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wares Oup ﬁ&mﬁ%ﬁ? wag apaln set up a8 an srgenal to
supply those sountries that were already In the
eonfliet fighting fop vhat they and we believed was
“wlgbbe The natlongl defense program was well aﬂﬁar
way and the schools, as in the last war, played an
important part in the program, The district
ineupurated avending claswes for enlisted men stationed
at the Portland Aly Dase. The progran carried
highegohool oredit and no tultion foe was charged.
 §$%i§ﬁa1 delense training classes were algo seb up ‘
at the High Scheol of Comwerce, snd classes in typiﬁg;
ghorthand, and the operation ol goneral offlce
equipment wers included in the course of studys The
federal pgovernment pald for the expsnses incurred and
the slasses were held In the evening {18}«

In Hovember, 1041, the Cumuittee on Rducablon
reported that there were at thabt time 3,Y71 reglstered
in the program and a botal ?égia#rgtiﬁﬁ for the year
of 13, 425 in pre-employment and supplementary
training classes {(18). The progran was sonsldered as
being extremely sucsessinl in ashleving 1ts purpose.

On June 11, 1841, Mr. Horman C. Thorne and Mr.
Fe He Bhitney, both sssistant superintendents, wers

retired, These men weres prominent sducabors who hed




dovoted the major portion of thelr lives Lo the
Portland achool systenm end were ilnflusntisl in
laying the Toundstion upon which the systenm wes
egtablished, "

Yosabtionsl sducabion finally bad an independent
status in keeping with the modern practlcs and with
the mounting regulrements of the defenss Prograns
™ July, 1941, ¥re 0. Be Badger was made an assistant
superintendent and was glven direot supervision of
the defense trainlng progrem, the beohnical high
sshool , aduld edusation and voesatliongl work in general.
Previously be lhad been dlvector of voeabtlionel
sducablions

Urs Jo We Gdwards was mede rirst assistant
superintendent with sixz secedemie high sehools undep
iz supervislion. ¥Mrs . Be Porry, an asslshant
pupsyrintendent, was asslgned to take charge of the
Gast side Dlemenbtapry schools srwd Mre Henry M. Guam,
also an assistant superintendent, wap in charge ol
the west Side Wlswenbary Schouls {(21).

Portland was goon to galn natlonal reeognltion
for the ifmportant part teken by the éity in the

nationsl defense program. The Oregonien during this

time asbated as follows:
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"a?tlaﬁa dupring 1941 is condusbing the larpest
mrocram 1o the epuntry for the training of defense
workergs Aboub ;93369 men have been tralmed in
the past fourteen months for alrplers consiruchlong
shiipbullding and obhor necessary worke AV pressnd

~A1000 men are Weing tralned as welders for shipe
bullding work and & new class Is started in this
sourse every eight wesks. Marine eleciriclans
sbean and pipefitiers and other needed bechnical
men are slsy bolng trained bo trie carve of thw blg
defense Jobs facing owr souwnbry (B2}

The voostiongl and teghnlical hilgh sghools
throughoud our gounbry sueh as Popllandts own Benson
Polytechnie proved L0 be Invaluable durlng the
sruainl Faw%aé whon our nablon Pizst snbered Yorld

Wayr TTe

The Unlted Stabes snters Wordd War 1T. The

tnited States enbered the confllet inmedlately after
the Japanese abiack upon Peardi Harbor on Degsuber 7,
1941, The resuld was a curitailment of sduceblonal
expansion much in the sawe manner as ab tha ongeit of
the Cirst porld Wars The following resolubion passed
by the board lmsedlsabely after our countyryis enbry
into tihw war olesply polnts out the patrdobtic ptand
taken by the sohools:
vhereas owr netlon 1s al war, and whersas 1%

beoomes s privilege and duly of every Amsrican

eitizon Lo do hils Lest for the wellars of our

people a8 & whole,

Be it rescived thal S,hool Distrlct No. 1,
Portland, Oregon, exert all effort to [ive o
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type of sducstion to our ehildren which insplres
reapeet for snd confidence in our cownlyy, and

wherent in a Democrsey it i3 proper Lo
contribute egqually for the benellit of all our
people, A
It is further resolved thab all available
moneys of our Disbrict be used, as lar 68 possible,
for sducebional purposes only, and that
resonstructlion and bullding be postponsd antll the
times are sppropriate for such development {83).
The School Doerd Hinutes for the year 1942
devote wmueh Lime and space bo the defense program,
its sxpansion, preparing the schools for aly palds,
training alr reld werdens, esbablishing first eid
gbtations, plus man sdditional war tlme precauvblons and
procedures. The counbry was In the middle of another
war and ageln the Portland Publisc Schools wepre
working full strensth with the pest of ths nation
bowards one obleotive, winning the war and securing

the poacss

Sehool vopulstion incrsases. When school

gpened in 3@§t@m§@r$ 1942, Supsrintendent Dugdale
reported thalt there were 4,400 additionel pupils in
the siem&m%&ég srades over the enerollment ligures of
september, 1941, and ten additional teaschers were
added to the faoultye The rooms were gulte crowded

in pome schools, bubt evenly dlstribubed in olhersa,
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The inorense was dus to the pany war and defenge pland
workers who were moving ilato the sres Ironm sll parts
of the United Statess In the high sehouls there wers
838 puplls Jess than a year befora, with a large
Aﬁu&h&r of Ireshmen snd sophomores snd & reduced
ﬁamh@% of juniors and seniors (24). Many of the
older puplls wers taking employment in the war
industries and others were Joilning the armed foroen,

The veport for L9dR«45 stabtes that the
populabion of the school dlstrioet for the yesr was
spbimabed at 307,072, The school populsbion (4«19
yeurs, inclusive) was §3§%$$§ with 54,6088 puplls
registered in the sshools. Thore was a btobsl nusber
of 1,813 tsachers suployed by the disbtrict and 76
goehiool bulldinga in use {(BY).

Bummery. Superintendent Dugdele resigned his

posltion on July L4, 18438, probably dus to presesure
axerted by cerbtaln groups who could nol agres with
nim on many of hie educabtionsl policies., His term
was notually to continue until July 33, 1947, dub he
preferred Lo resign "in the best interests of the
district” us he putb its He lader bought a Tarm in
the Willametbte Valley and settled there,

e gerved during a parbtleulsarly brying period,
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e most difficult one for the administrabive staffl,

teaching staff and for all those who are affescted by

ghangess

There wers educablonal improvesents browhit

about during hls term of office that are stlll in

existense in the Portland system of btoday.

(1)
(2)
(%)
(4)

(5}
(¢)
{7}
(8}
(9)
{(10)
(11}

REPERENGES
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senool of sducabion at the Unlversity eof
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writer feels indebbted to him for inlormation
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jonien, Saptenber 23, 1041,

Behood Bosrd Winutes, December 10, 184l
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CHAPTER XX

Drs Millard 2. Svalding bocomes superintendent,

Prs ¥illard B. Spalding was slected Lo the
superintendentts position on December %4, 1943, and his|
duties were olfficially Lo begin on Murenh 1, 1944 (1)
He had previously served as principal of several
- massachusetts hiph schools before Laking the position
of superintendent of Pagsalo In New Jersey, the post
held by him ab the tlme of his &3&%@%&3@@ of the
Porbland position, His appointment ln Portland was
made aftor professor of edusation ab Teachers?
gollege, Golumbia Universiby, teroed Spalding "one of
the ablest school superintendents in the Unided
Btates" and & Hurvard edusabtor deseribed him as “one
of the 4istinoetly ocubstanding superintendents in
the Eusb.®

He was chosen after one of the mest acyriwonlous
debates in medern Portland school historys Je We
Tdwards, sesliskant suporintendent of schools and
\ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁtﬁﬁ with the systenm for over twenby years atbt
the btime, was lavored by many persons to regelve the
superintendentts posts He was aoting 5u§$?iﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ$ﬁ§

during the perlod between Mr, Dugdale’s resignation

v} Dl e
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and Dr. Spaldingts appointment, Many Portland
teachers and adminlstrabors urged the board to slead
iy, Edwards, but the sevensman board vobed fowr to
three in favor of ewploying Dr. Speldings Mr.
Edwards was then mmde depuby superintendent, the
firat assistent position undsy the superintendent,

Bpelding soon took his place in the city's
sdueational olreles. ¥e bocame 8 divecbor of the
YHCA,; & membey of the Balvabtlon Arwy’s Portlend
Advlsory Board snd took an setive part In community
1ife,

In=gervice training program ineusurateds An

inegervice tralning program was begun in September,
1943 for all teachers interested (2). A& workshop
wep sel up ab Grant High Sehool for the seventh to
twellth-grade teachers, and hed an envollment of

nearly 350 teashere. Twlee such month the

aduinistrators and priacipals would meet at Washinghon

High Behool te discuss thelr probleme In conneobion
with objeetivea of the sehools. Assisgtant superine
tendont Hdwards reported at the time that about
soventy in@armeéiaté teachers we%& attending the
Universlty of Oregoen sxtension workshops, and the

Director of Music stated thabt approximately fifty




teschers were atiending the musle workshop. About
550 stall mombers were pertlclipsting in the verious
programs which showed quils clearly thaet the

teachors were inbesnsely Interested in lfurthering
themselves asducationally and to better it themselves
_f&r-their positionss The program has continued sinee
1ts establiishment and hag proven Lo be very

suscesaful.

Psashors! ssleries incressad. Shortly alter

taking office, Superintendent Spalding proposed teo
the school board a new salsry schedule; for which he
preued very strepuously in faver of involving the
salariey of the dlstrict educstionsl esployees, Thls
wes the [iret of o serles of selery increases which
were brought aboul during hies pericd of adeinistration
¥r, Edwards was now the deputy supsrintendent and
in this positlon he was in charge of wudgels,
equipmﬁatvané,auggiiasi publications and publle
relations, Asslsbant Buperintendent C. ¥. Perry was
to be in charge of personnel and administratlon,
Assistant Superdntendent ¢. B. Badger continued as
head of war production tralining and vocatlional
3éuﬁatiaaa This adsinlsbrative reorgerdzation was s -

result of a new progranm of sdminlstration introduced
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By Dre Spalding {3). A4 third sssistant superintendent
waz to be smployed lster to be in chadvgs of
instruction and eurrioulums

Dre Gpalding had the hablt of "lackling
problems belfers they btackled him," which 1l the
agpregsive Lyps of 1@&&@?ﬁﬁi§ o reminlacent of
previcus Portland supsrintendentsg

Ve was no friend of the platoon plan in the
elowenbary schools and during his vepinme as superine
rendent of ths Passalc, Hew Jeraoy, schools, the plan
alsapposred onblrelys He moved wvery slowly in thet
directlon in Portland, fully realizing thet the enly
posaeible time thab the plan eould be eliminated ia
dupring & deolining school population or during &
Eaiiéiﬁg orogrem which would teke cers of the surplug

of students croabted by the shange-over (4}«

Gommittee of the Whole ﬁﬁ%ﬁh&iﬁhﬁé; Hils flrst

mp jor rosommendstion which was submitted to the
poard and approved provided that the commlities on
business and the committee on sducsbion of the school
vosrd be dlgsolved and that the board conslder all
matiers as a csomeitltes of the whole (6)s D,
Bpalding apreed that prebably the cormittee members

ware bebtor informed bub that the bosrd as a whole
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was ned a8 well informed on all dlstriet alfalrs whiech
was his reason for resommending seliing up a

sopmitiee~of=thewehole progedure,

Sehool population on the inorease. Portlandis

sohoul popwlabion wes on the increass during the

yesr 1944, largely dus to the intensified war
produstion propram which had h&ﬁagh% mEny new
industries to the oiby. Assistant %Q@@?iﬁﬁ&nﬁ%ﬁ@
Porry reported in September that an inerease of 2,312
puplls registered in the schools compared with
envollment of 19405, He further reported that there
weré twenbyesix sore teschers in the grade school and

fifteen mors In the hipgh schoovls {6).

Haxr production p

opram menegument changed. In

peasmber, Superintandent Bpaldlng condemned the
management which had besn glven the war production
tratininge program in Portland and recommended the
dismigsal of ¥r. s §. Dadger, the ssslsbant
superintendent and director of the program, along
with his assistant Mr, Sylvester O'Grady. %he
resonmendation was approved and adopted by the
board {7)e Dr. Spalding reported that, in his

survey of the training program, he found inefficlent
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harndling of recoprds and supplies, lack of orderliness

and, in general, "a rather ineffective layout." (8},

Ereston peiool destroyed by fire. Cresbon

sehool was destroyed by firve in Gotembor, il4d. The
vlaze oeourred durlig school howrs and the sbaff sb
the school was bighly commendsd for the efiivient
ranher in which the school was emptled when the Lire
veren {9)e The bullding was a tobal loss. & new
Creston fokool was bullt seversl woars ladey and

this building boday t& considered Giw "showplave" of
clesentary schools in Poriland. It 1s often relerred
to ar "bhe model modern elewmenbary schools® The
construcbion of the new schoul was delaved for a
poried of time until federal Iinancial asslsigioce wag

awarded,

"ho flunking? phijosophy in the systom. Dr.
Spalding made a sbudy of the pereeulage of pupils who
wore Faillng in the schools. He commenbed that "few
1 sny puplils®™ gein frowm repeating s grede becguse
they have "flunked." He belleved that instesd of
falling ehlldren who don't keep abreast of normel
rogquironunts, the system should develop & program in

which such retarded chlldren Yoon progress asccording




to thelr opilimum ratez.” {(10) The result wag a4
“no flunking” philosophy under Dirs Spalding's
administration,

nasle on progressive sducsbion. Mrs Dugdale
had indoctringted the Portland system with the
proprogalve forn of eduealiion and Dy, Spalding was

- eonbinuing slong the swew rosd. A rather good
axplanation of the phllosophy of progresslve sducablon
appesred recently in The Ovegonian as lollows:

The devalopment of the vhild socially is mors
importeant than his mestery of the three Rtsy ble
lesarning comes more gqulickly and 1z retained better
if 1% has meaning than 1f 1t %2 pounded inbde him
throuph an excess of drilly producing good
eitizens lg wore important than developlng skill
in algebraj sehool ghould be fum {11}.

Emphasls wes plaged on sooial studies whigh
were @ combination of history, geopraphy, clvies and
economies, The Leacher curvieulum csommliblecs as
orpanized under ¥Mr. Dugdale were atlll active and
working to bring out ney a$$w$@s of study with definite
aime and objectiven In views Teachers were advised to
begin developing the "whols child,” and to lay less
emphasls on drill and more on learning throwh
sxperlence., TFor the first tiwme in the history ol the
Portliand schools there were two definitely opposed

groups among the teachers, the progresslves and the




Praditionalists, Portland le and was, qulte
conservative in adopting progressive technigues end
wany of the teachers sblll eling to traditionsl

wmebhods and gquarrel with the Intangible objectives

Cof progressivisme

Drs Henry He Gunn raaign&é his post asn
ageigtant superintendent in Mavreh, i%é%, in erder to
agcept a poslblon as supsrintendent of the Hugens
Oregon, schools (12)s Dre Cun leber bessme the
presidont of the Oregon Collegs of Hdusation ab
Monmouth and has recently resipned that position to
secopt & supsrintendency at Palo alto, Calliflvrnia
{18). During his period of service in the stabe of
Oregon, he han besn conpldered as an oubstanding
adminlstrator in the Tleld of edusation. Mr. Wabbt A,
Long was appointed Lo succesd Dre Gumn in the
Portiand system (14}

Putupe plang for the districd were belng
dlgoussed in Septewber, 1944, alter passage of the
speclal levy vote of $b,000,000 in the primery electim
of that year. 4 change in school board procedure,
dealpned to bring mombers in closer tough with the
long renge programn of educetional development and

administration of Portland's £5,000,000 post-war
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sohool lmprovement fund, was adopbed at this Lime(ld).
The board in the fubturs was to hold ons public mweling
each month instead of two, and the second meeting was
to be given over to discussion of developlng sghoold
changess whioh do not sall for immedlabe agtions

where, snd in what order, woney from ths special bax

lavy shall be spent was one of the long range

problens.
Pay care of ehlldrey wrosran lnbro Ge An
gxbended day eare of chlldren programn wes carried on

during 1043=44. This progran wasg designed bo takle
care of ohlldren in thelr lelsure after school hours
and was especislly depipned fov those fanllles whose
parents wers smployed in the wer tndustrles of the
Brede

In the lell of 18944, there was & nationwwide
toxtbook shortags due Lo & paper shorbage. Portland
was ip a varticularly é41f0lcull poaitlon with regerd
to book allotments bessuse of the sudden lncreasse 1In

population In the schools.

Adull education incressess, At this blwe a

course in home nlarning was adopted by the evenling

gohools In Detember. Tt was desipgned for men and
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wonen interssied In plumming o fubture home or in
rewodeling thelr present ones and was ol twelve weeks!
duration (18). The tsuchers were locul architecls

and decorstors. snobthey couwrse sdoplted in the evening
gehool was g discussion group for parends deallng wlth
’?rabk %ns of the tesn-gger.

Msappearance of the three H's undsr an
adminigtraborts nighimare of Po¥ede, Welobe, Fodsloe
and & dogen vther governmend apencles were described
ror mewbers of the Clty Club oy Dr. Spalding ab one of
thelr meetings ln December, 1844, He warned agelnst
the gprowlng threst of lederal cuntrol of education.
The Portlend school system during the [lsesl year
1943«44 had received 2,080,887 fron federal sources
plug an additlonal £80,000 stlll under negotlations.
Morae than twelve saparabe government apencles were
deslt with to pecurs Lhese necessary sums (L17).

A& Purther extenslon of school services into %the
home 1ife of the communlty were introdused with the
opening of & new adult senter at Girlas' Polybechanis
igh school in ¥ebruary, 1845, Designed to meet the
war needs of the communlity and to make laboratories
and workshops of the high school avallable to adults

the center offered clagses in talloring, metal wri,
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slip~cover making, millinery, home cralts, including
vlock prinbing, leather craft, lawnp shade and rug
raking. Classes werse alse ine uded in byplng, oral

Fnglish and public spesking (18).

Teasher storteye develops. There was & large

teasher shortage In the spring of 194D which was
wringing grey balrs to administrators throughout the
nation. My, Spalding personally ﬁ@nﬁ on a bour of
verious Fastern ¢ities in an effort to recrult new
teachers Loy the dlstrlet. He urged that Portland
inerease the pay of ite bteachers in order thab new
teachors mizht be atiracted to bthe sres. Ihis was the
beginning of a serles of aggpressive reorultlng drives
which were carried or during this perioed of war-tinve
sshool adminigbrabion.

Fun centers wers operabed durlng the summsr of
1645 in btwenby-three Portlend schools o provide cere
for school-age ohildren of employed parents, %he
dally program included such activitisse as shop crafbs,
art, folk and tap dancing, ballet, atrobatics, baton
twirting, homeemsking, club activitlies, ouldouy
aports, dramsatisations, rhythm bands, free plan eand
others {18).

In his annual report to the board for 1945,
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Supsrintendent Spalding pointed out that the districiis
achisvement for the war effort was cutstanding. Yhere
were §&,600,000 worth of bonds sold by the éahﬁala in
1@%$;é§¢ The ehildren had gathered 470 tons ol sorap
tron in 1944 and 170 tons in the spring of 1945, In
a&éitiéﬁ to this they had ocolledted 4,138 tonas of
sorap paper in 1944 and since Januasry of 1945, ¢,014
tonss The ghildren had alac harvested a total of

2,587,000 pounds of ferm produce.

the end of World ¥er II in the year 1845 muny new
sducational and adminiastrative problems came into
being. The school systems throughout the countyry had
to change over Irom war-time programs snd objecebives
to programs that were more slong the same lines as
thogs ol pre-war day8s To better care fler the
sducatlonel problems of the ﬂﬁﬁ@iﬁuaéiaa students, thae
returned war veteran and the unemployed worker who
needed additional training, the evening school program
was expanded in the fall of 184b, There was s
complete list of subjests offersd in the commercial
field and repuler high sohool programs were insballed
at four of the high aschoovls, Opportunity clagses

included mebal arts, poltery making, woodworking flor
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pleasure, pre-nuraing chemlstry, refresher typing and
shorthand, mechanical drawing, blueprint reading,

Tlower arrengewent and Spanish (20).

aiffioenities arise. Dr. Spalding
fought herd for lnereased flnancial support, both
losal and state, for ?ﬂrtlénﬁ?g schools, In 19485 he
lssued @ 1RO~page bouk oubtlining a fifteen-year program
for éiﬁbrie% Bumber Une whieh he ssfd had been sllowed
to run downnlll in bullding end maintenance sinos 1939,
That report, “Modernlzing the School Flank,” proposed
not only a bullding program celling for five times the
flve willlen postewsr sonstruction levy voted by the
district 1n 1944, but projected revolutlonsry changes
in sducational procedure, particularly in the high
sehools e

The toughest TMnancial battle that Supsrintendent
Spalding had t¢ fight came to a head in Pebrusry, 1946,
when with a defielt of §1,500,000 in prospect, the
Portland distriet was forbidden besause of a legal
technieality to hold a tax él%@ti@na This bolled into
2 guarrel with Oovernor Earl Snell who turned down the
distrlet?s request for a speclsl session of the
loglelature, snd woundeup with & day~long sbtrike of

bigh school students. Lanham et funds eventually
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paid part of the snbicipated deficit, approximaiely
FBOG,L,000. In sugust the disbriel was loveed to close
down Fifty kindergartens becususe of a lack of teachers
and of funds. Uther spoelal g?ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ ware glinminated
entirely and others were curtailed to a certaln

sxtont during the school year 104647 (2L1),

Thebo was &an&iﬁﬁraﬁiaréiaauﬁaiﬁﬁ and debate
arouvged during this curisilment of activities pericd
due bto the sdministrationts suggestion of possibly

dropping the high school athletie program. It was
| later decided to cunbinue with the program sfber
representatives of Lad's Clubs of various ¢ilty high
schools set Torth plang snd proposals thal would
produce additionsl funds for the support of the
progran during bhe erusisl peried when regular budgst
funds were nol avalleble (28).

The teacher shorisge etlll exlated In 1846
and both Dr. dpalding snd Assistant Superintemisnt
Long went on sxtended %riyé to variocus Scouthern and
Tustorn stabes in an effort to oblain new beachers.

e Charies . Clsveland retired as principal
of Benson Polybechnle High School in the spring of
1646, The technical sduecation of the youth of

rorbland was under bhis direction for more than three
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decades and dus to hls ingplratlon and guldance, these
youths had gontributed lmmeasurably to the wellare of

the community and its citizens (R3}.

Yew report sards introdused. New repori cards

wore lntroduced bto the system in Seplewber, 1046,

;ﬁa&h student wﬁ# graded socordling to hls own abillly
.ﬂﬁﬁ the amount of work and learning he could ascomplish
gocording to the ecapacity of his indlvidual abillity.
Tiwre was some public opposition to he cards, It

was charpged thabt they were uwnfaly In that they
oliminated compebition and thet as & result, students
would be unmble o bake part in competitive sdult 1ife,
Pr. Spalding answered this complalint persenslly in a

letter to the editor of The QOregonian part of which

sonbalned the followlngs

T believe thieg (complaint) is bused upon s
misapprshengion. Peoples do not lose Jjobs because
they know more or less geography or algelra.
weither are they likely to succeed In adult 1life
because in school bthey get a betier nmark. They
lose jobs becsupe of fallurse to get slong with
omployers, besause of lack of industry, because
of lack of maturity. They succeed not begsuse
they beabt oubt sowebody ab the next bench or desk.
They succeed beoause they do the very best they
know how, The new réport card albenpte o
evaluate development of the student in these
important areas of sharacter and drive whilch do
mean sucosss or fallure in the competibive
worlid {Eé}g
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Public disapproval qulsted down alter thia

letier bud appeared in The Oregordsn and the diseenters

declded to sit back und observe the resulbs of the new
cards. Rventually, the new system of grading met with
ghe approval ol the malority of the parents.

Another extensive bLeacher recrulting drive was
sarried on in the spring of 1947. Drs Spalding was
apaln busy on a tour of the New Englend siatss Iin an
aeffort tuv sogulre aéﬂi%&&ma} teachers for the Portland
sehools. Many teaschers signed contracta who had
previocusly baught in and sround Boston, Massachusetba

and the surrounding avea (BS).

Jane Addaws snd Sabin High Schools abolished.

The Jene Addems and Sabln High Schools were ﬁiSQQntiﬁugé
&8s of June 13, 1047, primarily becsuse ol the conbtinued
ineresse in enrollment in the elowentery schools and
the resulting need for more space on the slementary
level, The Jane Addams bullding, whlch 1s now the
Holilday ochool, was also @rap&rsé te¢ house part of

the administrative end supervisory siafl as well ms
being an slemenbtary schools The school 1s ideslly
located directly in the Block behing the maln
administrablon Bullding of the district, (28).

Dr, Spalding was slrongly in favor of
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abolishing thess btwoe speclal Ligh schools as can
reudily be obgerved from g statement made by hilm and

gquoted in The Ureponlan as followss

Although they are for maladjusted students
whose Fallure in other high achools way have
nothing to do with thelir abllitlies or intelligence,
these schools ¢arry a stigma and nothlng csn be
done to ohange this, and thelr sxlsience prevents
the nelighborhood school rom forging ahead in
meebing the needs of all young people {(E7),.

Summerye. Dre. Spelding resigned his position on
June 3G, 1947, to accept the position of Desn of the
@aéiegﬁ of Education at the University of Illinolis,
He stabed that Iin sgcepblng the new post he Wes
realizging a life«long anmbitlion. He was considered
ap one of the best ssn in ﬁubliansﬁh&a; gdninlstration
in the nablen éufiag ig berm of offlee in Poprtland,
During the three short vears thaet he had been
with the district be had demonstrated great qualities
of leadership, a fine concept of educationsl mablers,
and the abllity to gulde the rortland systenm through
gome of the moet 4ifficult times In its history. e
had brought & fresh viewpolnt and vigorous leadershlp
to the elty of Portland's schools. Iis resignation
was accopted with repret by the board.
As 0f June U, 1947, the sstimated pepulsbion

of the Portland school distrliet was 400,000. The
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pehosl population (four to nineteen years inclusive)

was 75,874
Thare woare

#1x school

(1)

(2)

(3}
1044

(4)
19d4.

(5)
{6)
(")
(8)
14, 1944,
(8}
(10}
1644
(11)
1950,

with 49,814 actually atbtending the adivals.
1780 teachers on the faculty and sevenlye

pulldings in use (88).
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 Paul Ae Betzus elested supertntendent.
Dre Poaul s Hehmus of lakewood, Ohiv, was elected
superintendent on July 84, I8e7, for a tern of thres
yoars, copmencing August BB, 1047, ot o salary of
218,000 annually. Thls amvunt wes the highewabt pald o
any supert nbendent in Portland sehool hlstory. P.
Fehmus wee soledted fop the yopition alter thiree
bosrd weobers had mpent ben days In varions eastern
cttles sbudyriog and investigebing the qualificubions
of the three "oubtslide” ocsndidates to whom the board
hed narrowsd its Dleld of oholoe, The board voled
six bo eme in favor of the new superintendent, the
one dissenting vole was cast in favor of Depuby
Superintendent tdwardse

Drs Yehmus 1§ & prsduste of the Iniversity of
Mohizen where he regeived hls masterty and doctorts
degreeg. AV the tinms of bhls soespbances ol the
rorbland voglition he was superintendent of sehooel ab
Lakewood , OGhie, s suburd of Cleveland. He had
previvusly bean & principal of the Lakewood High
aohool, insbructor in kistory ab ann srbor Bigh
sehool, and Jeder, prineipsl of bhe Amn Arbor Junjor

and Genlor ¥igh fchools, He had alsd held Ww

w154
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prineipalin posibtion ot Grosss Point, Blobipen and was
on the summer sbtsfl teaching courses in guldante ab

the Universities of Plttsburgh, ¥ami and Harverd, He
had also lestured on soclal problems for various terms

&b the Unlverslities of [1linols, North Dekota and

Purdue, alse inestructing in aspesch at the labier.
o After surveying the wealth of esxperisnce gained
By Dy Behmus in the [leld of educmnblon, it ls not
giffioult to wderetand why the board was hichly in
Pavor of electing him.

Shorbly after his term ol olllice bagan he was
asked for his oplnion of “mrogressive edusation® and he
stated as follows:

The term “"progressive education® ss a definite
school of teaching methed does not exist,

The demarcation betwesn what is formel and what
is progresslve sducation 1s almost lupozsible o
definess Every parent interprets It in the lighbt of
his own sxperlences and where ihe bteacherast
responsibllity ends and homes' responslbiliby beglm
cannot be defined, elthery 1t varies with svery
home (1)s
It was not Dr. Rehmust intention to make sny
radical adwinistrative changes immediately after
taking office, it was his Intent to Iollow along the
&aﬁa lines as thope of Dr. Spalding, only abt a somewhat

glower tempds
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Kinderpartens become overcrowded. A seriow

adminlstrative problem arvee in September, 1847,
irnvolving the kindergartens. There was s shortage of
space and nany principals were forced to send five-
yoar clds back home the opening day of schoel for this
reason. Arvangemenls had been made at a board mpebing
in August of that year to construot several new |
portable bulldings but the space shortage sbtill
oxisted {%}g some additional pertebles were rushed Lo
completion end were abls to handle the ineroased
Windergerten enrollment wntil the remaindsr of the

portable bulldings wers completeds

survey of Pertland teachers! working sonditions

mades In the fall of 194%, the rortland Teachers?
Union rspresentatives, headed by Ines Hltacey,
president, lald before the gu?&?iﬁiéﬁﬁ&ﬁt the results
of a survey made by Dre He Y. Barr, school resesrch
department head, to prove that vortland's bVeachers
gannot do thelr best work under existing conditlions,
The maln reapons plven Appesr s f§llﬂw$g {1} too
large olasses, (2) too much clerieal work, {3) oo
ey %xﬁ?&*%ur?iéalﬁfvﬁﬁti?iﬁies puch &5 drives snd
carnivals, {4) not enough school nurses, (5) too many

toachors! meebings, and {8) a supervisory system in
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the high schools that did not work (8},

superintendent Nehwus made a sareful study of
the apove gomplaints end remarked that most ol thess
{£11ls could be cuwred for bhe district wlth more tax
money Tortheoming from bhe people of Portland. Host of
the menbloned cumplalnis were largely due fo & shorbage
ol personnel, somethiny thab could not be Lmpr roved on
e Llolted budset of thalt yeuls

Lvery sdninlastratlion throughout the countyy was

at thils tice Loward the smalley slasseg.
Teachers and adpinlstrabors aspreed thelt 1t would take
Pifbeen million doller bullding propras during the
next fow yesrs rathor than the five allllon dellar omw
provided for, i the disbrlict was Lo lwep up with the
sreatly increasoed primery eurollment as it proaduslly

moved into the hisheor rrades.

Hew w&r%&ﬁﬁﬁi nga&@ﬂ to £3111 ton ﬁﬁﬁiﬁi&trativs

ppoiblong, Assistect Supsrintendent Long resigned In
AN KSR AT R R

Aususb, 1947, to mecept a simllar pogltlon in Ssn
Franclace (4)e re CLLfford . Perry tendered hLils

real nablorn as assistant suzerintendent ln Hovenber,

r*"

4""‘»
W
-

r

gupsrintendsnd in ¢harpe of serscnnel In January,
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ri%%% (6). He had formerly been s professor at Chlco
State College in Cullfornis.

The Portland school board filled addibonal top
aduiniebrative poslitions in ?abﬁﬁary, 1948 4 Efalgﬁhﬁ
Be triffith, princizal of Jeffereon High gehool
became an asaistant supsrinbendsnts Dre Ve Do Baln,
ﬁiréatar'ﬁf spocial sducation for the district, was
wa%% an asslisbant superlintendent, Mrs. Funles G,
¥iles, furmer principal of the Sabin High School for
boys until its dlscontinuance, became prineipal of the
High Sohool of Covmerve. Mr. Dareld s Santes, an
slemsntary principal, wes made divector of msecondary
educablon (7). b, Ssntee is at the pressnt Uine
princsipal of the summer bigh school located at Orant
igh school and was regenbtly al@atgé Lo & regular
nigh school pri&eiy&l*s nogition.

By the spring of 1948, teachers’ salarles in
Portlend which were ths erux of & near strike in
Junuary, 1947, hsd reached levels compasrable to the

tor quarter ol other large clties in the natlon.

The veters approve s new building lavy.

Fortlandts school board had two speclisl levies on the
Hay ballot., (ne was the twenbty-Iive million

recurring, ten vear levy for cunglrucstion of new
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bulldings, repairs snd additlions to old ones. The
other wes for §1,700,000, the swount the board
sabtimeted would be needed to balance bthe 104748
opsrabional budget. The vobte was in lavor of the tenw
yoar bullding levy and was declsive in buwening & long
tide of depression In the schools (B}«

¥re James ¥ Slbton rebtlred as principal ol the
High School of Commerce in Jaruary, 1048, alfber many
yvoars of sontinued and falthiul serviee In the
district, #is career wes dlsbinguished for almost
three deoades by bresdth of scholarshily, sloguence of
exvression angd warn wndersianding of the ?ﬁﬁ%&ﬁmﬁ of
roubhe H® had shaped bthe desbintlesn ol the school
until bis personality was indelibly stanped upon the
vopry spirit and strucburs of 1t (9)s The J., ¥ Blbon
Athleble Fleld at Cleveland Hiph Sehool, {ormerly
S@mm@?éa, was dedicated in hig honor. Mr. Elbon

paneed away shoritly aflter his vretirement,

Exbensive bullding program plstned. The wave

of war bables was beglsning o pour Into the

rortland schools in 1947«48 in preat numberss, 16 was
estimated that this wave would hit the high schools
by 1962, The school administration wag bepinning teo

plan an exbengive building program which would
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eventually take care of this inereased enrollosut,
Ugpldes the proposed plansg for several now olepentary
sohool bulldings, the high school needs were olted as
fullowsy |

| {1} tincoln snd Jeffersome«few bulldings.

{82} penson-=Replacement of twenbyenine portables
ﬁ&ﬁiﬁg baek to the firab world wars

{8} washinglon~«i new gynnaslum.

(4} Fraokline-in addlbion to house ari,
industrial artes and hone ﬁﬁéﬁ@%&ﬁ% departments.

{8) Booseveliw-Compleblon of the présent wing
snd additlion of o new pymnesiuvm. This ls the wor4t
erowded high sthool In the cliby at this bime. |

{68} Commeree--4 now athletlie field house {10}
| At tnis writing, Juns, 1980, the clesring of
land for the new Lincoln High sehool has just begun.
The Commerce athlellic Lield house hag been gompleted,
finopevelt has a now athledle fleld snd new science
laboraborles have been added to Cleveland High School
sinecs 1Y was changed over o & regpuler comprehensive
high sohoole. The Nlgh School of Commeree was changed
from & specialized school in the fall of 1648 and the
name was changed to Grover Cleveland High School,

keeping in pustom with the Portland district of naming
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1ts hipgh schools gf%@r the great personages of
ameyrican hlstory {11},
‘There wers several hew appoinbtments made in

June, 1940, Mre Melvin Wilson was elected to the
divectorship of Child Services, Mr, George Hsurlksen
was made director of Adult Edusastlon, Wre Ame
ﬁsﬁﬁrnarﬁia was made dlirvector of Imatructional
ﬁéﬁ@@iais, Vre he Vorne Wilson wap named assistent
supsrvisor of musle, Mr. Willard Christopher was mede
assl sbant ﬁﬁﬁ@?ﬁiﬁﬁf of Heplth, Physlcal Kducation
and Heoreation under ¥pr. gﬁﬁﬁﬂx Mre Ko Ae Brickeon
was appointed Personnel Courdinator and Mp., Harold
Aper was relleved of hils dutles es grade school
prineipal bto besome Coordlnstor of #ltes and Bulldings
under supervision of the superiniendent (1R),

| wr, Lewrence L. Winter was eleoted Lo the
position Dlrector of Secondary Bducatlion in Augusb,
1648 o

The grant High School bullding and fagilities

ware usad by the Stabte Board of High Bducation bo
pouse the Vanport (ollege Extension Diviasion Loy the
sumrner of 1948 after the digastrous Vanport [lood had
destroyved the school's original bullding. & rental

foo was pald to the district for the use ol the
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bullding(ld) .

1 Hovember, 1948, at the Ilrat meeling of the
entire roriland school stalf ot Benson Hights
suditorium, Supsrintendent Rehmus stated thet no year
in portlendts long school hlstory had bessn nore
glgnificant than the one just p&sga&a' He cublined the
‘accomplishments 1n Tobms of bulldings, nmoney and
sducational schievements and predicted the coming
years would see steady progress over the entlrs
diptriet. The superintendent emphasized that worale
is on bthe ineresse snd thoss who have syes o Bee,
know that everything 1s beling dons as speedily as
sood plamning snd sound organisation permlts. e
concluded by sayivg:

Huch hes been done, much still needs to Le
dones The point I would 1like to smphasize is thab
we are on the wove on a broad fronte The school
forces have a mandate {rom the people and
sufficient funda to mpke necessury bullding chenges
nave besn provided, so that in time, the whole

1nstruetional progran can be enhanced and
improved (14)»

Linceln Hish gchool building sold. The

Linecoln High sehool bullding was scold to the ttate of
Oregon for 875,000 in April, 1949« The rortland
aistriet 1e not expeated to vacabte the bullding for

at least two years {(16). The sale of the old
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bullding meant that the consbroction of the proposed
new $8,760,000 school plant would bepin seversl yeers
ghend of schedulss The new school is belng bWallt on

the Xamm Yrecht nesre the Wulbtnomah Stadlum.

sehool populstlon pteadlly on the increasns,

A8 of June B0, L94%, thepopulation of the school dipe
trlet was esbimabed ab spproximetely 400,000, The
school population (4-18 yeurs, inelunlive) wis ?5,5?2
with 49,826 pupils repisteored in the schoolss Thers
ware 1,828 Leachers on the payroll and sevenby~six

butldings wers in use (16).

fhe secret soslety groblewe. & very serious

problem srose in the eity of Portlend's schools in

Detober, 1949, Henhandliz

g of a girl student by
menbers of three Ligh school fraternities at one of
the nigh achools during schoovl houwrs was the fuse
that set the high schoel sesret socictles on the
front pages of the dally newspapers. I was estlmuted
that £ifby boys teok part in the alfalyr which was
part of a club inttiatlion programe.

Investlgsbion was directed LY Assistant
Superintendent J. 8. Griffith and dre Larry Winters,

secondary gchool superintendsnt. An emergesncy school
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board meetlng was called and «ll locel parenbs were
invited to abtend alony with the various sohool
pubboritiess The result was ths passaps and adoption
of a resslublon banning seoret socleties from the
public schools of Portlend, This resclution wes
pused on the state law which prohlbits in Opegon
gohnols Yaseoret socletles ol every kind and eharasber,
tacluding freternitiss and sororliles, so called,”
snd makes It "the duly of each school board within

the stabe Lo exsmine from bime Lo tima im%& the
eondition of all sthools under its charge and Lo
suppress all sesret socletlss thersin...and ho suspend
or expel from school, in thelr dlserstion, sil

puplls who sngage 1ln orpganization or msinbenance of
sueh sovleties® (17).

a wave of protest was jmmediately relsed by
irabe parents and adullt members of ﬁ?g&&ié&tiﬁﬂ& whioh
wore alfected by the rling. 48 & resuli, & sult
agalnst the Portlend sohosl district to test the
lezality of the locsl boerdts banning of Inter-schosl
socteties was £iled immediately. Further court actlon
on the ¢ase is pending at the present time, June,
1960, Tt 18 believed that the court will uphold the

alstrietts ruling on the socleties, lor in all
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previous cases of thls type sppearing in other sectlons
of the country, there hag never been s decislon handed
down by sny of the gourts in faver ol the segret
organlsations,

fiociel direcborts poslibtions have recently been
created in the pPortland high schools for the purpdse
of supsrvising the varioug activities ol the achool
elubs and organigatlions, Proviélons are also beling
made for the lnstullablon of redreatlon yooms where
the olubs and orpanizations een conduest mesbings, petw-
togethers and thelr other potivities under the
guidance of the soeial directors, The sohool board
has unanimously supporbted Dr. Qebumus! satidobes for
nandling the sltuation fully reallzing that in hisg
pravious positlion in Ohioc, he handled & simller
sltuatlon and gulded it to & sablsfsctory solution.

In a L049-00 prognostlcatlion for the distrlet
Superintendent helwaus repested hie bellel in the
golid virtues of reading, writing and arlitlwetic and
indicated that thess subjects, togebher with the
mubber of study diseiplines, would gel further
troatument in the schools, In & speech belore the
Celifornie Associsbion of Sehool Adminlstrabors late

in 1949, he ptated:
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we santt geb awgy Tronm tesohing better than
pver before, and that means better tesehing of
epelling, grammar and arithmetlc, of reading and
weibings

If the war taught us anything, 1% la thab
young people osn learn tougher and more complicabed
assignments, and in shorder time than we ¥houghibte..
1 we are sutering a sclentilic world, sdusation
must head the way and there ls no royel rosd o
learning excepd hard work. We must tousch our boye
and girls to express themselves more ¢lsarly both
in welting and in speech (18).

Dre Rehmus divided his expectatliong Lopr 1850
into two parbs, [lvab, the very extensive bullding
program bo bring Porilami’s crowded physiocsl plant up
o stendard, and "tightening of the inner defenses,”

or curriculum ilmprovement.

fullding program baging. The new Chisf Joseph

cand Astor Bohools, both elementary, weére opensd sarly
thlig yesy pius a ninesroom addiblon bto the Biston
Gehool. Ients, Binnesmead, Harvey We Soobl, Paublon
and Glephaven Dlementary $ohools are sxpecled to be
reédy-far posupancy by Sepbember, 1880, The totel
vooms 1n theas schools will come to around 6lzhty.

As previously mentioned, the new Lincoeln High
sohool bullding for which ground is belng cloared al
the present time, 13 due to open in the fall of 1¢81,

Gther schools which will be started this yeur

and ready for atudents in the fxll of 1881 are Zdwin
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markhem DMementary which will replace the insdequate

Yesb Portland School, & new Ceorpe Schnol and a new
 Peninsula Senool, both of whieh ave in bthe planning
shazas 4 new pymnesium iz plenmed for Roosevelt Hlgh
sehool and & wing la planned for Prankdin Bigh to
nouse the home econvmdes, shop and ard roome.

The major slte deal consuwmmabed in 1948 wae

the %@%nﬁ3~%hﬁﬁﬁ sore tract overlook the Tuslabin
Yalley where g fNoest Hills HEigh Behool will be bualls
sows btime within the next elght years, Another Zaab
Blde high school iz also being plamned to bulld on
property nesr the Rese Clty 0okl Course.

Povblandts school population 13 on the Increase
and according to the most recent surveys wade by the
distriet will continue te increase until at lesst
1968,

In Mereh of this your the Gommlites ol the
whole recomsended adopblon of a resolution whioh
rrovided for the continuation of I Hehmue? contract
to June 30, 19866, with & gubstanitial salary Ilncresss
and at the same mestling 1€ was moved that Depuby
Supsyintendent Ideard's contract be renewed Lo run
unbtll June 30, 1954, siso providing for a salary

inerease. The resclutlion was adopted and approved by
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e bosrd {(18).

tw . Andrew Comrdle, School Clerk and Comptroller,
wag ellizible lor vobirement in August ol this year,
but the Committes recomsended that his services be
retalinsd Yor asnother yesr because of the efllclent
manner and excellont work which be and his stall were
doing in sabbers pertaining to that offices, The
rosolublon wag unanimously sdopled and gpproved by
the bourd {(20)s The rortland school disbrict v nore
nearly finuncielly sound ab the present Llme than it
has besn oy meny vears pasts |

The disteriet L8 atill taking care of itse
physically bandleapped ohildren ab the Grout Conter,
the deaf at Rosflord Bobool, the glghbt-saving classes
are located ab Buckman. Childrven suffering from low
vitallty conditions are abtending the Maryavilile Open
41y sehool, which clesacs wopre Dormerly hold at the
Hills site until the fell of 1940,

fhe Departrent of Adult and Voealionml Edueation
gonduets the 4dult Pamlly Life Fdusabion at Denson
Hiph School and evening schools are also in operatlion
ot soveral schools. The Portland Arprentice Schiool isg
located at the 0ld Albking dAomestead bullding, whieh

glso houses the Guldanos and Counseling Center,
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Currlculum improvement continued. At the

prosent time there sre many persons ¢ritlelzing the
curriculum of the publiec schools, not only in Portland
vut throughoub the nation. The mejor oritlcism seoms
to be that the pchosls of the wed srn era are nod
tesching as thorouphly and as efficlently us the
'ééh@als of the olden davss Superdnbendent RBehmus
pupsrized the @ifference between the modern school
and that of fifty years ago as Cfollows:

The older sducation worshlipped the textbook,
gxpected all children to master the same lesmon
and discarded those who couldntt, Medern edutakion
ponters attention on the child, trieg to develop
all bis powers, rever discards any child.e.lt _
uses every possible method Yo keep Ilm interesbted
in sehool work. It bas learned that no human
belng gets smuth benellt out ol bovedom.

e relorred Lo a 1948 compebition with ken
other citiesy to ghow that rorilend youngslters are
being well sgulpped 1n the thres #¥se Ho sald thab
on this testlng program for seventh graders, sponsored
by the World Book Company, Portland plesed Lirset
among nine United Stabes clbties of similar size In
everything exceopt arithmetlc where local studentst
aversyes were ifth and eighth on two bests {(8l).

This lower aversage in arithmetic has resulied
iy the schools putbting more smphasis on the subject

on the elementary level,
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Drs Hehmus? views and opindons on currieulum.

The supsrintendent further stabeds

The persons who are most veoal In eriticlem of
todayts senools ers Individuale whe had no trouble
getting passing grades in thwe old schools,
forgetting the nuuwbey of atuvdents in the ﬂﬁmﬁ
clagsses who were baught from the same textbhooks
and the seame methods, yebt who were ocomplebs .
fallures ab ﬁahaalsﬁ There wers lots of these,

Ye plve oredit to the old melthods for the pgood
students who would nave been good anyway and wo
conveniently forget the majorliby who guit belors
they got through prowear school beoause they

faumﬁ no sabisfantion in itesonly failure and
resentnment s

It is brying to heep these peorle in sghool
and Interested, thaet would have quii entirsly in
previous daya, this is the problem (82}

Forby years ags, of every Lwenty children enterw
ing the Portland school system, %ﬁig-ﬁﬁﬁ stayed to
finlsh. 7Today, more than bwo thirds of those who
enter the first grede groaduabte from high school. This
in itsell 18 & remarkable achilevement for the sysbtenm
and the oiby has gelned inmessurably by keeping
larger nunbers of boys and girde In gchod lor g
longer time.

e Hehmus Tuwether @ﬂﬁﬂ@nﬁ@ﬁ on the growing
publie intersst in the curriculum of today's s&hﬂaxs
as followsy

The current natlonal concern over the sehool
curriculun 1s based upon a desire by both oritics
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and supporbers te provide a sound educallion fop
all ehildren., DBefore an egreement cun be reached
we must reoopnize thad (1) 1t Lls lsposasible to
sive the best edusstlion without understanding and
uglng the known feobts about chlld growth end -
development , {B) the sdusation of ohlldren nust
{include the recognition of the great changsy
whieh are taking plage inm the world voday, and

. (8) we have 1l the e¢hildren of a1l bthe people in
our aehools by lew uniil 18, Yhis forces ue to
adapt the curriculum te all ohildren rather than
tha fow {ﬁ%} %

sany parents bave been dlsturbed by the Portlend
gchobl’s polley of prowmoting ¢hildren slong with thelr
own group rabber then holding them back until they
nave acquired all the fundawentals. This lg contrary
to the prastices that Lthese perents were uged Lo when
they were in school; of vewarding good atudents with
romoblon and falling poor ones, Dr. Beobmus delends
the systems pollcy in regued Lo this question and
statesy
~ In this yespect theye Lz considersble deviabtion
from broaditional practive. Nelther mass fallure
nor mess promotion {from grede Lo grade exlsts
heres Thers ave definiite stendards of achievenmsnt
for every arade which are measwed by the teacher
and stendardized testa, Our c¢hildran compare
favorably with other large oity sehoolse
Promotion in Portland ls besed on the sound
prineiple of what is best for the child. Today we
do not regard prowmotions as rewards, or fallures
ag penslbles,
te know {rom research and experlence that
ehilldren who fell qult btrving. In time they get

the hablt of {allure whieh has inllusnced many
children negatively the rest of thelr lilves,
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fSehool fallures often result in juvenile
delingueney and obther abnormal behavior.

In the research laboratory of the Genersl
Hotors company there 1s a motio which resdsy
“ihe prics of progress is trouble.” Progross
implies chanpgs Change lwplies dleplacing the
old with something new. The new luplies aamathin%
that has not been fully worked oulb, somsbhing that
may 8811l be luperfedt (84).

The sSuperintendent is in apgrecsent with many of
todayts wodern sducabors who bellave that gontinuous
experinentetion is definitely required in order te
keop the schools up bto dabes At bimes, some of thie
sxporimentation may prove to be futlile but ngv$r§ﬁ$1&a§
there is no other way bhat the needed and necessavy
improvementa osn be bhrought aboub,

vhatever the difficulby, Portlandys sdusationgl
leaders will endesvor %o conbtinue to gulde the sshools
towards grester schigvement snd goals.

| Dre Rehsus is s learned, sincers and capsble
superintendent who has shown bhat he can tackle
sdusatlional problems In much the same manner, and
with the same afficlency, as many of his mosb worthy
prodecessors had donse




w1V B

(1)
‘_<%%
(3)

{4)

5)
(6)
(7
(8)
(9)
(10)
(1)
(12)
(15)
(16)
(15)
(16)
()
(18)
(19)
(20)

REFERENCES
CHAPTER %I

The Oregonlgn, August 21, 1947,

sehool Toard Winutes, August 28, 1947,
The Ureponian, October 2, 1947.
sol TNoard Winubes, August 88, 1947,
Sehool Bogrd Minubes, Rovenber ﬁ&# 1847,
“;jf#&?@_%@?ﬁ%&ﬁ; Jeywary 8, 1948,

ohopl Board Winutes, February 12, 1948,
The Oreponian, July 1, 1948,
fghool Doard Minutes, February 26, 1948,
The Oregenien, April 18, 1948.

Seneold Board ¥inubes, August 18, 1948,

Sshoold Board Hinutes, June 10, 1848,
Sehool Doard Minutes, June 10, 1960,

The Oreponien, Hovember Bl, 1048,
ihe Oregonlen, April 1l, 1040,

78tk Anpual Report, 1948=40, ps 28,
ﬁhﬁdﬁraﬁﬁﬁigag Ootober 18, 1940,
the Oregonien, Janmuary L, 19560

School Bosrd Minubes, March 8, 18560,

Sebool Bourd ¥inubes, Wareh B3, 1050




it

{231)
(2g)
(28)
(24)

The Oregonlen, March 16, 1DE0,

‘he Oreponian, June 11, 1960,




CONCLUBION

The writerts purposs in meking this study was to
;ﬁﬁa&& the developmant of Portland?s sosondary sshool
syétam from ite opigln in ploneer days down to the
‘?regﬁﬁﬁ ab thﬁ gome time endeavoring bo show somethlng
of the influsnce of the individusl superintendents in
shaping that sysbems 5 furthey purpese wes to lesrn
what has been done mo thab we may bebter undsrastand
what there is to do in the fubures

The problen Lo & very gén&iﬁ&@ah&a axbent has
been ong of dilstinguishlng and evaluabting the
superintendents® influence in the development of the
sehool systen and the curpriculums

In evaluating the superintendents! influsnce,
the writer has not besen unduly orliticals 7The reason
for this was mainly that betause of the mistekes made
during the developing sbaper of the sysbem, the
educabors were betber able to reallze the requirementsa
of thé pohoolse In many sases, experimentation was
the only way that lmgeovements could be brought aboub,

Every superintendent was not an outstending
indlvidual, but one can reasonably say that the

ma jority of these administrators dld centribute

w L7 G
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worthy prineiples and ideals, which when unifled and
correlated, alded in making the system stronger und
bebter adapled to cope with the meny problems which
grose from tlms to bimes The high standerds these
moan set have becune tyaﬁiﬁiané s5till exerting a
‘atrong influence on fhe ﬁﬁ&ﬂéi policlies of today.

In following the vardous trends in sduoation
from the esrly beginnings, one can reedlly reallze how
immﬁﬁ@&lg'ﬁﬁﬁ-&ﬁaﬁ&ﬁi@&ﬁl objesbives of the schools
have changeds In the besgloning, a falrly scowrate
knowledge of the three Risg ?r&pﬁr@ﬁ one adeguabely
for a bebber than average position in life. Cowmpars
this with the extensive amount of knowledge of
3Hh§ééﬁwm&§§$r'ﬁhiaﬁ one must acgulre belore being
able to handle an ordinary position in the business
wiorld of bodaye. Thiz brings us to the problewm of
surrieulum consbruetiong a subjeet whioh ls srousing
mueh interest and debate throughout the nabtlion &b the
present tine,

The srgument smong sducators locally, as well as
throughout the natlon, is whether the traditional
éubéeetﬁmﬁﬁtar organizatlon, or the psychological
subjectenatter organization, can best achieve the
prpose of meating the Indlvidual nesds of the
students.
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The traditional methods whieh are undsrsbood to
mean the organization of the matorials of instruction
in terms of the fawlliar subjest cabepories, such as
Boglish, French, Latin, physles, algebra, eto.,
undoubtedly prepare the student for the speclial needs
of aéiiﬁgﬁ reguirements. Dubt only twenbiy pey cent of
the high school graduabes in the sehools of jwerics
enter college, so the problem 1ls quite obvious, the
curelenlws sust be st up in such a wey that It may
agti&f§*§h$ m§$é£ ef the additional eighby per cent of
tiw sbudents whoe soek omploywent Dmediately upon
gredoation from hlgh aschitols

Sw=caliled "orogressive educatlon’ resopnlizes
Cindividuel dliferences. There 18 s widsy reprosenbge
tlon of pupll abilitles, Interssis and needs in
today?s achools then ever befoere, and nodern means of
meaeuring these have revealed the gsrious necessity
of waking some wore satlisfastory provision fer
ludividual differenves. The high sohoels in previous
years have nolt succseded in adsquately preparing large
naxesrs of puplls for thelr probable positions in
Later 1ife,.

In vecognizing indlvidual differences, many

students sowld lesrn earlier lun thelr blgh school




= 178w

saveers the fields of study where their interests and
hishoast oapebilitiss oan be found. They eould then
prepare themselves while sbill in high sohool for
whatever fleld of endeavor they mipght wish to enter
after thelyr schoel days have ended. This can be
songidered one of the mein ?é&ﬁﬁﬁ% why sthool
administrators all over the nation ave redorganizing
thely courses of sbudy so that o rpore diversified
field 18 avellable to the student, Such s curritculum
will tend to meet the mweds of the majority of puplls.

Pagychologioal organization ol subject-mabier
trdes to relaie the present and prdobable Iubure
interests and needs of individusl atudents. As Jobn
Dewsy advocates, the maberials of lnstruchion should
be veryingly pressnted according Yo the oxperiends
nesds of each ghild, This type ol subjoci-ombtier
orpanization can possibly be the answesr bo the most
sarious curriculum problems.

As social trends arve constantly ehangling,
subjectematber organization should alwm Yo relate the
sehool more ¢losely to the problems of 1ils oubside,
The aetivities in school should be erganized Lo cerry
over with the gresbest ease te real 1ife situatlona.

The broadened responslblilitles undertaken by
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the high schools of (oday In an effort Lo meab
problems ocourring through new soclal demand, and the
wider varistions of student abllities, have resulied
in changing the aime of secondary edusstlon.

| Sacondary sducablion may discover more sffective
patberns Yor atbacking ite continuing problems, vub
there dan be no flnel selution bto the problen of
gurrlsulum content and subject=matter organlizatione

Tt 15 slways in progress and consbantly evolving in
order bto meet new soclal demands, The Posriland
schools, just as many others throughout the nation,
are abbempbing to resdjust thely mrograms In order
that these new soclal demends mgy be mel effectively.
The administrators fully rsaline thel the
responsibilities ol the &ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁf?‘gﬁhﬁﬁiﬂ are
inoereasing. Adjustments have been and are vontinuously
beling made,

In this experimentel process there will be many
errors snd wrong moves made, but one can be reasonsbly
sure thei from these Lrials will emsrpe a stronger and
finer system of edutation, one designed and mrepared

o wmeedt the exigencles of fubure yearsy
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VITA

Rdward Lawrence Polich, the son of Anbton
Polich and Helen Cebuhar Polich, was born
in Roslyn, Washington on August 11, 1922,
He received hisg elemeniary and secondary
sducation in the portland Public Schools
and was graduated from the High School of
Gommerce in June, 1940, He enlisted In
the United &Stabes Wavy in October, 1942,
and served untlil Decewber, 1045, In
January, 1946, he entered the University
of Portland snd received the degree
Bachelor of Arbs in May, 1948, He
roceived the degree Naater of Arts in -
sugust, 1950,






